
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

Johnathan Lacy, et al.,  )  
 )  
 Plaintiffs,  )  
  ) No. 14-cv-6259 

-vs-  )  
  ) Judge Gettleman 
Thomas Dart, Sheriff of Cook 
County, and Cook County, Illinois,  

) 
) 

  

 )  
 Defendants. )  

PLAINTIFFS’ STATUS REPORT 

Pursuant to the Court’s order of December 12, 2018, ECF No. 467, 

the plaintiffs submit the following status report concerning outstanding is-

sues relating to the Rule 23(b)(2) class. 

I. Material in possession of defendants Sheriff and Cook County re-
lating to barriers faced by class members  
 
1. Defendants are in possession of reports by Michael Gumm identify-

ing “broad issues” in the following courthouses: Bridgeview, Rolling Mead-

ows, Skokie, Markham, and Domestic Violence. These reports were refer-

enced by Daniel Tardy, a Sheriff’s employee, in an email dated April 3, 

2018. See Exhibit 1, D. Tardy emails dated 4/3/2018. A copy of one report 

by Mr. Gumm dated March 2017 is attached as Exhibit 2.    

2. Defendant Sheriff is in possession of emails from ADA Compliance 

Officer Sabrina Rivero-Canchola that “[t]rans needs more wheelchair vans 

to accommodate the court and medical movement of wheelchair detain-
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ees.” Exhibit 1, D.Tardy email dated 4/3/2018; Exhibit 6, Del Russo Dec ¶ 

3; Exhibit 8, Isom Dec ¶ 4.    

3. Defendant Sheriff is in possession of daily emails titled “ADA Move-

ment” identifying the duration wheelchair users attend court at Leighton. As 

reflected in an email for July 2, 2018 some wheelchair users spend hours 

at the Leighton Courthouse, an area without any ADA compliant toilets on 

the secured side of the building. See Exhibit 3, V.Payton email dated 

7/2/2018.  

4. Defendants Sheriff and County must have information regarding 

compliance with Court’s supplemental permanent injunction over renova-

tions for two Maywood courthouses affirmed by the Seventh Circuit on July 

30, 2018. Lacy v. Cook County, 897 F.3d 847, 867-69 (7th Cir. 2018). 

II. Evidence defendants continue to violate the rights of class mem-
bers when attending court  
 
1. Movement up and down ramps. Sheriff refuses to push wheelchair 

users up and down ramps. In response to a grievance by class member 

Cornelius Walker concerning no assistance moving up and down ramps, 

Lt. Greer responded on behalf of the Sheriff on October 25, 2018 that “[i]t 

is not the responsibility of security staff to push inmates in wheelchairs.” 

Exhibit 13, Cornelius Walker Grievance. In addition, five class members 

executed declarations explaining movement up and down ramps without 
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assistance. Exhibit 4, Brewer Dec ¶¶ 3-4; Exhibit 5, Burns Dec ¶ 5; Exhibit 

7, Dunn Dec ¶ 3; Exhibit 8, Isom Dec ¶ 3; Exhibit 12, Turner Dec ¶ 5.   

2. The Leighton Courthouse. Class members attending court at 

Leighton are held adjacent to the courtroom in non-ADA compliant bull-

pens or in the clerk’s office. Exhibit 5, Burns Dec ¶ 5; Exhibit 10, Perkins 

Dec ¶ 3. Some class members attending court on the upper floors must 

pass through a gate that is too narrow to allow for the passage of a wheel-

chair. Exhibit 5, Burns Dec ¶ 5; Exhibit 10, Perkins Dec ¶ 4.  Class mem-

bers are not provided notice of the Sheriff’s purported practice to allow 

class members to use public ADA compliant bathroom. Exhibit 5, Burns 

Dec ¶ 5; Exhibit 10, Perkins Dec ¶ 3. 

3. Other courthouses. The Sheriff continues to hold inmates in bull-

pens without ADA compliant toilets before and after court appearances. 

Exhibit 5, Burns Dec ¶ 3; Exhibit 6, Del Russo Dec ¶¶ 4-5; Exhibit 7, Dunn 

Dec ¶ 4; Exhibit 8, Isom Dec ¶ 5; Exhibit 9, McCowen Dec ¶¶ 3-4; Exhibit 

11, Rosales Dec ¶ 3; Exhibit 12, Turner Dec ¶ 4.  

III. Discovery necessary to prepare for injunction hearing and/or reso-
lution  
 
1. ADA Status Reports from January 1, 2016 to the present prepared 

by Michael Gumm and/or his successor.  

2. Emails and documents maintained by the Sheriff and ADA Compli-

ance Officer Rivero-Canchola about a need for more wheelchair accessi-
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ble vans to move class members to court from January 1, 2016 to the pre-

sent.  

3. From November 1, 2018 to the present, the daily email of “ADA 

Movement” identifying class members move to and from the Leighton 

Courthouse.  

4. Inspection of the path of travel for class members when attending 

court. This includes measurement and photographs of any ramps.  

5. Evidence class members are transported to public ADA compliant 

bathrooms and evidence that class members are provided notice of this 

accommodation. Pursuant to a Sheriff memorandum, the use of a public 

ADA bathroom must be documented in a logbook maintained by a supervi-

sor.  

6. Depositions of Sheriff and County employees with knowledge of 

ADA barriers when class members attend court.     

Respectfully submitted,  

                         /s/Patrick W. Morrissey 
Thomas G. Morrissey, Ltd.  
10150 S. Western Ave., Suite Rear 
Chicago, IL 60643 
(773)233-7900 
patrickmorrissey1920@gmail.com 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

Johnathan Lacy, et al., ) 
 ) 
 Plaintiff, ) 
  ) 14-cv-6259 

-vs- )     
  ) Judge Gettleman 
Thomas Dart, Sheriff of Cook 
County, et al.,  

) 
) 
) 

 ) 
 Defendants. ) 

PLAINTIFFS’ INDEX OF EXHIBITS  

Exhibit No. Description  

1 Daniel Tardy email dated April 3, 2018  

2 Cook County Public Safety Portfolio ADA Status Report March 
2017  

3 Vincent Payton email dated July 2, 2018 titled “ADA Movement for 
7/2/2018   

4 Darrell Brewer Declaration   

5 Jeffrey Burns Declaration  

6 Lawrence Del Russo Declaration  

7 Ayo Dunn Declaration  

8 Jason Isom Declaration     

9 Andrew McCowen Declaration 

10 Michael Perkins Declaration 

11 Antonio Rosales Declaration 

12 Leshawn Turner Declaration  

13 Cornelius Walker Grievance dated 10/17/2018 
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From: Sabrina Rivero Canchola (Sheriff) <(Sheriff)>
Sent: 4/3/2018 1:41:13 PM
To: Daniel Tardy (Sheriff)
Cc: John Murphy (Sheriff),Matthew Burke (Sheriff),Andrew Achterhof (Sheriff)
Subject: RE: Business Cases

Hi Dan
 
The items highlighted in blue are not capital planning projects. Those are the responsibility of the CCSO (trans) and possibly central services for the phones.
 
I will be submitting business cases for divisions six, nine and ten. 11 is GP/non-medical housing, 4 will eventually be closed, and five is transitory so I’m not sure we are going to submit one for that division, but
I will speak with the Chiefs about that. I will submit these to Mike Boyce and Scot before the 4/10/18 deadline.
 
What is it that you need from me for this Thursday’s meeting?
 
 
Thanks,
Sabrina Rivero-Canchola
ADA Compliance Officer
773-674-7768 (DOC)
 
From: Daniel Tardy (Sheriff) 
Sent: Tuesday, April 03, 2018 1:33 PM
To: Sabrina Rivero Canchola (Sheriff)
Cc: John Murphy (Sheriff); Matthew Burke (Sheriff); Andrew Achterhof (Sheriff)
Subject: Re: Business Cases
 
Hello Sabrina,
Thank you for getting back to us.  We were reaching out to you because there are issues identified in emails and memos from you as well as in Gumm's report that may require corrective action but
are not, to the best of our knowledge, included in the approved Capital Projects for 2018 and potentially require a Business Case for FY 2019. 
 
Using your emails and memos, the notes from the walk throughs, and Gumm's report, John and I compiled a list of every ADA issue those documents identified.  We then used the FY2018 CIP list and
tried to place all of the issues your emails and memos, the notes from the walk throughs, and Gumm's report identified under the corresponding project (see attached).  The majority of the issues
identified in your emails/memos, Gumm's report, and the walk throughs are going to be covered by projects included on the FY2018 CIP list.  However, there are items remaining that do not appear
to pertain to any project and may require their own business case.  For example, in a 7/6/17 you wrote that:
"Â§Trans needs more wheelchair vans to accommodate the court and medical movement of wheelchair detainees.
Â§  Deaf and hard of hearing detainees do not have equal access to phones. Calls have to be scheduled with the social workers who are not on site during the weekend. We are installing video phones which
should be completed by the end of the summer. (This is more policy than structure)"
 
Gumm's report identified broad issues in DIV4, DIV5, DIV6, DIV9, DIV10, and DIV11 as well as at the JTDC, Domestic Violence, Bridgeview, Markham, Maywood, Rolling Meadows, and Skokie.
 
Are these issues that a business case should be composed for?  If so, who is responsible to draft it?  Please let me know if there is any more information I can try and provide.
 
Thanks,
Daniel Tardy
Project Manager
Quality Improvement and Accountability

Case: 1:14-cv-06259 Document #: 473 Filed: 01/06/19 Page 13 of 13 PageID #:10257

Exhibit 1 Page 1

Case: 1:14-cv-06259 Document #: 484 Filed: 01/17/19 Page 6 of 25 PageID #:10312



Cook County 
Public Safety Portfolio 

ADA Status Report March 2017 
 
 
Cook County owns and operates a large number of buildings throughout the county. These buildings are 
managed through Cook County’s Bureau of Asset Management. The Bureau is comprised of three 
departments; Asset Management, Facilities Management, and Capital Planning & Policy. DCPP, in 2016, 
changed the way it manages capital improvements for Cook County. DCPP developed a portfolio system 
comprised of Public Safety, Health & Hospitals, and Corporate Facilities. This report will address the Public 
Safety Portfolio only. 
 
The way DCPP addressed ADA improvements in the past was through a project by project approach. In 1998 
DCPP procured an A&E consultant to provide an assessment of ADA issues with County owned buildings. The 
result of the assessment led to improvements of courthouse “public” spaces, which included entries, 
corridors, restrooms, and courtrooms. The assessment specifically omitted secure areas of the facilities, 
including spaces secured for detainee holding and movement.  
 
In 2014 DCPP created a new position directed directly toward ADA compliance. DCPP developed a job 
description, advertised for the position, interviewed and hired an ADA Compliance Project Director. The main 
duties of the DP is to address ADA compliance issued in all portfolios. However, an unanticipated consequence 
was the ADA CPD became involved with several federal ADA court cases, representing the County as an ADA 
expert. 
 
The result of this involvement was the development of ADA projects based upon the alleged complaints in the 
civil suits. The Public Safety Portfolio has become the major focus of the ADA CPD since joining the County. 
 
 
The Public Safety Portfolio includes the following facilities: 
 Leighton CCB   CC Administration Building  Boot Camp 
 District 1 Skokie CH  District 2 Rolling Meadows CH District 3 Maywood CH 
 District 4 Bridgeview CH District 5 Markham CH  Domestic Violence CH 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Division I 
 Scheduled for Demolition and utilities have been severed. 
 
Division II Dorm I 
 Dorm style living, First floor showers, toilet, and sink have been modified in 2013 to meet current ADA 
Standards. 
 

Lewis v. Dart, Case No. 17-cv-4181 

CC101075
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Division II Dorm II 
 Dorm style living, first floor showers, toilet, and sink have been modified in 2013 to meet current ADA 
Standards. 
 
Division II Dorm III 
 Dorm style living, currently there is no ADA accessible showers, toilet, or sink. 
 
Division II Dorm IV 
 Dorm style living, currently there is no ADA accessible showers, toilet, or sink. 
 
Division III 
 
 
Division III - Annex 
 
 
Division IV 
 
 
Division V 
 
 
Division VI 
 
 
Division VII 
 
 
Division VIII – RTU/RCDD 
 The RTU was newly constructed and opened for occupancy in August 2014. However, the design met 
the minimum ADA requirements for the tier dorms and segregation cells. When occupied additional ADA 
compliant beds and desk were needed. In addition there were other deficiencies noted, including placement 
of swing seats, shower head angle to wet the built in ADA seat, and ADA compliant table seating. The 2017 CIP 
includes funds to address these deficiencies and expand the capacity of ADA beds and desks. The toileting 
features for all tiers are ADA compliant and meet code requirements for the occupancy of each tier. 
 
Division IX 
 
 
Division X 
 
 
Division XI 
 
Cermak Health Center 
 
 
Leighton Criminal Courts Building 
 

Lewis v. Dart, Case No. 17-cv-4181 

CC101076
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Criminal Courts Administration Building 
 
 
District 1 Skokie Courthouse 
 Part of 1998 County wide ADA upgrades project, courtrooms and public restrooms were altered to 
meet ADA Standards. Two male and one female lower level holding cells were altered to meet ADA Standards, 
including conforming toilet, sink, grab bars, bubbler, and bench.. The court room holding cells on the 1st and 
2nd floors are technically infeasible to meet all of the ADA Standards. However, grab bars can be installed to 
assist individuals with disabilities using the toilet. The courtroom conference rooms on the 1st and 2nd floor 
need to be updated to meet current ADA Standards. 
 
District 2 Rolling Meadows Courthouse 

Part of 1998 Countywide ADA upgrades project, courtrooms and public restrooms were altered to 
meet ADA Standards.In 2014 two male and one female lower level holding cells were altered to meet 
current ADA Standards, including conforming toilet/sink combination units with front deck mounted 
bubbler, grab bars, and benches. In 2015 an ADA conforming ramp was constructed in the sally port 
providing an accessible route from the detainees transport to the lower level holding cells. Additional 
work needed includes updates to courtroom holding cells on the 1st and 2nd levels, as well as 
improvements to the adjacent conference rooms. 

 
District 3 Maywood Courthouse 

Part of 1998 County wide ADA upgrades project, courtrooms and public restrooms were altered to 
meet ADA Standards. In 2014 one male and one female lower level holding cell was updated by 
replacing the toilet/sink combination unit with an ADA compliant toilet/sink combination unit. The 
benches in the two cells were also replaced with ADA compliant benches. In 2015 an ADA conforming 
ramp in the sally port was constructed providing an accessible route from the detainees transport to 
the lower level holding cells. Additional work need includes updates to the 1st and 2nd floor courtroom 
holding cells. 

 
District 4 Bridgeview Courthouse 

Part of 1998 County wide ADA upgrades project, courtrooms and public restrooms were altered to 
meet ADA Standards. In 2014 two male and one female lower level holding cell was updated by 
installing an ADA compliant toilet/sink combination unit with an ADA compliant toilet/sink 
combination unit with a front deck mounted bubbler, grab bars, and benches. In 2015 an ADA 
conforming ramp was constructed in the sally port providing an accessible route from the detainees 
transport to the lower level holding cells. Additional work need includes updates to the 1st and 2nd floor 
courtroom holding cells and conference rooms. 
 

District 5 Markham Courthouse 
Part of 1998 County wide ADA upgrades project, courtrooms and public restrooms were altered to 
meet ADA Standards. In 2014 two male and one female lower level holding cell was updated by 
installing an ADA compliant toilet/sink combination unit with an ADA compliant toilet/sink 
combination unit with a front deck mounted bubbler, grab bars, and benches. In 2015 an ADA 
conforming ramp was constructed in the sally port providing an accessible route from the detainees 
transport to the lower level holding cells. Additional work need includes updates to the 1st and 2nd floor 
courtroom holding cells and conference rooms 

Lewis v. Dart, Case No. 17-cv-4181 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

Johnathan Lacy, et al. , 

Plaintiffs, 

-vs-

Thomas Dart, Sheriff of Cook 
County, et al., 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) No. 14-cv-6259 
) 
) Judge Gettleman 
) 
) 
) 

DECLARATION OF DARRELL BREWER 

Under penalties of perjury as provided by law, the undersigned certifies 

that the following statements are true: 

1. My name is Darrell Brewer. I am a detainee at the Cook County Jail 

assigned booking number 2018-0615021. 

2. I have used a wheelchair during my detention for court appearances 

at the Leighton Courthouse. 

3. When I attend court in a wheelchair I must move up and down ramps 

near the Cermak Infirmary. I do not believe I have received assistance moving up 

and down these ramps. 

4. Although I am generally pushed UP. the Leighton ramp by inmates, I 

do not believe I am assisted down the ramp. · 

Dated: January }7 , 2019 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

Johnathan Lacy, et al. , ) 
) 
) 

Plaintiffs, ) 
) 

-vs- ) No. 14-cv-6259 
) 

Thomas Dart, Sheriff of Cook County, ) Judge Gettleman 
et al. , ) 

) 
Defendants. ) 

DECLARATION OF JEFFREY BURNS 

Under penalties of perjury as provided by law, the undersigned certifies that the 

following statements are true: 

1. My name is Jeffrey Burns. I am a detainee at the Cook County Jail 

assigned booking number 2018-0424105. 

2. I have used a wheelchair during my detention for my court appearances at 

111th Street in Chicago and the Leighton Courthouse. 

3. When I attended court at 111th Street, I had to get out of my wheelchair to 

pass between a gate on the secured side of the building. The holding area did not have 

an accessible bathroom and I did not observe any notice that I may use a public 

accessible bathroom upon request. 

4. When I attend court at Leighton, I generally have to push myself up and 

down ramps from my housing unit in the Cermak Infirmary. 

5 . I attend court on the 6th floor and must get out of my wheelchair to pass 

through a gate on the secured side of the floor. After I pass through this gate I am 

generally held in the clerk's office before court. Although I do not have a watch , it feels 

as if I am held in this office for hours on days when I attend court. I have never been 

offered access to a public accessible bathroom. -~ 

Dated: January I 7, 2019 ~S<e 
~B;~ 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

Johnathan Lacy, et al., 

Plaintiffs, 

-vs-

Thomas Dart, Sheriff of Cook County, 
et al., 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) No. 14-cv-6259 
) 
) Judge Gettleman 
) 
) 
) 

DECLARATION OF LAWRENCE DEL RUSSO 

Under penalties of pe~ury as provided by law, the undersigned certifies that the 

following statements are true: 

1. My name is Lawrence Del Russo. I am a detainee at the Cook County Jail 

assigned booking number 2013-0508249. 

2. For a little over one year I have used a wheelchair to attend court at 

Markham. 

3. About six months ago I was not transported to the courthouse for a 

scheduled appearance. 

4. Each time I attend Markham I am held in the lower level. About half of the 

time when I use a wheelchair I am not assigned to an accessible cell in the lower level. 

5. I am also routinely held in a holding cell adjacent to courtroom103 in a small 

cell. It is difficult to enter and exit this cell and there are no grab bars near the cell toilet. 

I believe I am held in this cell for an hour or more. It is also very difficult and 

uncomfortable to move from this holding cell to my courtroom due to various barriers. 

Dated: January \ 1. 2019 j_(llJDOMI~J ~ 
Lawrence Del Russo 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

Johnathan Lacy, et al. , 

Plaintiffs, 

-vs-

Thomas Dart, Sheriff of Cook County, 
et al. , 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) No. 14-cv-6259 
) 
) Judge Gettleman 
) 
) 
) 

DECLARATION OF ANDREW MCCOWEN 

Under penalties of perjury as provided by law, the undersigned certifies that the 

following statements are true: 

1. My name is Andrew McCowen. I am a detainee at the Cook County Jail 

assigned booking number 2018-0826132. 

2. I have used a wheelchair during my detention for my court appearances at 

the Domestic Violence Courthouse at 555 W . Harrison. 

3. When I attended court I was held in the lower level. I do not believe the 

holding cell had any grab bars near the toilet. I remember using the toilet during most 

court appearances and having to rock my body to get off the toilet because ther~ . was 

no grab bar to assist with transferring . 

4 . I also was routinely held in the bullpen behind my courtroom. I believe the 

toilet in this bullpen only had one grab bar near the toilet. 

Dated: January J::Z._, 2019 
Andrew McCowen 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 

Johnathan Lacy, et al. , ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Plaintiffs, 

-vs- ) No. 14-cv-6259 
) 

Thomas Dart, Sheriff of Cook 
County, et al. , 

) Judge Gettleman 
) 
) 

Defendants. ) 

DECLARATION OF ANTONIO ROSALES 

Under penalties of perjury as provided by law, the undersigned certifies 

that the following statements are true: 

1. My name is Antonio Rosales. I am a detainee at the Cook County Jail 

assigned booking number 2016-1230002. 

2. I have used a wheelchair during my detention for my court 

appearances at the Markham Courthouse. 

3. When I attended court I am routinely held in a bullpen adjacent to 

room 108. Although I do not have a watch, I believe I am held in this bullpen for 

approximately one hour. This bullpen does not have grab bars around the cell 

toilet. 

Dated: January Jt., 2019 

Antonio Rosales 

-1-
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