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Robert L. Cohen, MD 
130 Barrow Street  
New York, NY 10014  
BobbyCohen@aol.com 

 
A.B., Princeton University, 1970 
M.D., Rush Medical College, 1975 

 
POSTGRADUATE TRAINING 

 
Residency, Medicine, Cook County Hospital, 1978 
Chief Residency, Cook County Hospital, 1979 
Board Certification, Internal Medicine - 1978 

 
PROFESSIONAL EMPLOYMENT 

 
Clinical Practice in General Internal Medicine 
New York City, 1988 – 2016 

 
Medical Director 
CAI  
New York, NY, 2007 -- 

 
Attending Physician 
Department of Medicine 
Langone Medical Center, NYU 2010 - 2017 

 
Attending Physician 
St. Vincent's Hospital and Medical Center 
New York, NY 1988-2010 

 
Medical Director 
AIDS Center 
St. Vincent's Hospital and Medical Center, NYC 
January 1989 - October 1990 

 
Vice President for Medical Operations 
New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation 
1986-1988 

 
Director 
Montefiore Medical Center 
Rikers Island Health Services 
1982 - 1986 
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Robert L. Cohen, MD 

 

Associate Medical Director 
Montefiore Medical Center 
Rikers Island Health Services 
1981 - 1982 

 
Attending Physician 
Department of Medicine Cook 
County Hospital 
1979 - 1981 

 
FACULTY APPOINTMENTS 

 
Clinical Assistant Professor 
Department of Social Medicine and Clinical Epidemiology Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine 
1985 – 2008 

 
Clinical Instructor Department 
of Medicine 
New York University School of Medicine 
2010 –  2017 

 
BOARD MEMBERSHIP 

 
Member 
NYC Board of Correction 2009 – 

 
Member 
Institutional Review Board 
 City University of New York 
2000 – 2014, 2017 --   
 
Member, National Commission for Correctional Health Care 
Representing the American Public Health Association 
1994-2011 

 
MEDICAL EXPERT -- PRISON HEALTH 
 
Federal Court Appointed Monitoring of Health Care in Prisons and 
Jails  
 
Michigan, Hadix v. Johnson, 2003 – 2013 
Court Appointed monitor for oversight of medical care of in Jackson Prison 

 
Ohio, Austin v. Wilkinson, 2002 -- 2005 
Member of two-person Medical Monitoring Team to monitor compliance with 
settlement agreement regarding medical care in Ohio State Penitentiary 
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Connecticut, Doe v. Meachum, 1990 -- present 
Medical expert at trial and court appointed monitor of compliance with settlement 
agreement covering care of all HIV infected prisoners in Connecticut. 

 
New York State, Milburn v. Coughlin, 1989 -- 2014 
Continuing review of compliance with health care consent agreement 

 
Washington, D.C. 1986 - 2000 
Court appointed medical expert involved in monitoring consent agreements regarding medical 
care at the DC Jail as well as DC prisons at Lorton (VA) 

 
Florida, Costello v. Wainwright, 1983 through 1988 
Review of compliance with settlement agreement in all Florida Prisons State Court 
Appointed Monitor 

 
Philadelphia, PA, Jackson v. Hendricks, 1991 -- 1999 
Review of compliance with consent agreement on medical care in Philadelphia jails 
State Court Appointed Monitor 

 
 
US Department of Justice Appointed Medical Expert 

 
Cook County Jail, 1982 (Chicago, IL) 

Essex County Youth House (NJ), 1995–99 

Hampton Roads Regional Jail, (VA) 2017 - 

San Luis Obispo Jail (CA) 2018 -  

RECENT PRESENTATIONS 
 
“Health and Justice Sectors Acting Together on Prisons Health:  Good National 
Practices” 
WHO Health in Prisons Project 
Helsinki, Finland  
March 27, 2019 

 
Update on Deaths in Custody – USA 
WHO Health in Prisons Program Regional Meeting 
Copenhagen, Denmark 
November 4, 2016 
 
“Targeted Oversight of Correctional Health Care” 
Out of the Shadows:  The Promise of Independent Prison Oversight 
University of Texas, LBJ School of Public Affairs 
November 17-19, 2016 
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“Medical Care” 
2016 Prisoner’s Advocates Conference 
UCLA School of Law 
Los Angeles,  California 
September 24, 2016 
 
“Prison Health Care” 
National Student Conference Physicians for Human Rights 
Columbia University Medical School 
November 7, 2015 
 

 
“Assuring Equitable Health Care in Prison” 
Directorate General for Prison Administration 
Rabat, Morocco 
October 27, 2015 

 
“Medical Consequences of Mass Incarceration: What Do We Do Now?” Grand 
Rounds, Department of Family Medicine, Mt. Sinai School of Medicine June 24, 
2014 

 

“Inhumane and Ineffective: Solitary Confinement in Michigan and Beyond.” 
University of Michigan Journal of Race and Law, Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
February 2, 2013 
 
“The Impact of Solitary Confinement on Prisoner Health”, WHO Health in Prison Project, 
Copenhagen, Denmark, October 12, 2012 

 
Dialogues on Detention: “Applying Lessons from Criminal Justice Reform to the Immigration 
Detention System”, Human Rights First, University of Texas, Austin, TX, September 12, 2012 

 

“Health Care for Detained Immigrants US and Europe”, Health in Prison and 
Throughcare: Provision and continuity of care for those in the criminal Justice 
System, Albano Terme - Italy, October 7, 2011 

 
Prisoners’ Human Rights and Day to Day Correctional Health, 4th Academic and 
Health Policy Conference on Correctional Health, March 10, 2011, , Boston, MA 

 
Mass Incarceration and Correctional Medicine: The Dialectics of Caring for 
Prisoners, Albert Einstein College of Medicine Social Medicine Lecture Series, 
February 16, 2011 

 
Strategies for assuring the civil rights of detained persons: U.S. and International 
Perspectives; American Public Health Association, Denver, November 8, 2010 

 
Why the United States Should Adopt the Optional Protocol to the Convention 
Against Torture; International Conference on Prison Health Care/WHO Health in 
Prison Project, Madrid, Spain, November, 2009 
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What is the Physician’s Responsibility In an era of Mass Incarceration, 
Offender Health Research Network, Manchester, England, May 2009 

 
Health Care for Immigration Detainees: What Should Be The Standard? Panel 
of the ABA Council on Immigration, American Bar Association February 13, 
2009, Boston, MA 

 
Medical Consequences of Mass Incarceration, 2ème Université d’Eté de Médecine 
en Milieu Pénitentiaire, Association of French Correctional Medicine Physicians, 
Perpignan France, May 21, 2008 
 
American Exceptionalism: The Health Consequences of Mass Incarceration 2nd 
Annual Conference of the International Journal of Prison Health Care, Varna, 
Bulgaria, October 21, 2007 

 
HIV/AIDS in Custody: Advocacy for Prevention, Care and Treatment In 
Correctional Settings and on Reentry, New York City Bar Association 
Wednesday, January 10, 2007 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

 

Cohen-R, deLone-M, Dubler-N, “Health Care Issues of Prisoners” in Encyclopedia of 
Bioethics, 4th Edition. Edited by Bruce Jennings. Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan Reference 
USA, 2014.  
  
Allen-S, Wakeman-S, Cohen-R, Rich-J, Doctors in US Prisons in the Era of Mass 
Incarceration, International Journal of Prisoner Health, 6(3):99–106, 2010 

 
Cohen-R., “Health and Public Health Advocacy for Prisoners” in Puisis-M, et.al, Clinical 
Practice in Correctional Medicine, Elsevier, 2006. 

 
deLone-M, Cohen-R, et.al, Standards for Health Services in Correctional Institutions, 3rd 
edition, American Public Heatlh Association 2003 

 
Cohen-R., The Medical Intake Examination, in Puisis-M, Cohen-R, et al, Textbook of 
Correctional Medicine, Mosby, St. Louis, 1998. 

 
Frickhofen-N, Abkowitz-JL, Safford-M, Berry-M, Antunez-De-Mayolo-J., Astrow-A, Cohen- 
RL, King-LN,et.al., Persistent B19 Parvovirus Infection in Patients Infected with HIV-1: A 
treatable cause of anemia in AIDS., Annals of Internal Medicine, Vol. 113, No. 12, 926-933, 
Dec. 15, 1990. 

 
Laudicina, S., Goldfield, N., Cohen, R., Financing for AIDS Care, The Journal of Ambulatory 
Care Management,Vol. II, No. 2, 55-66, May 1988. 

  

Cohen-R, deLone-M, Dubler-N, “Health Care Issues of Prisoners” in Encyclopedia of 
Bioethics, 4th Edition. Edited by Bruce Jennings. Farmington Hills, MI: Macmillan Reference 
USA, 2014. 
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Selwyn, Peter A., Feiner, Cheryl, Cox, Charles P., Lipshutz, Carl & Cohen, Robert L., 
Knowledge about AIDS and High-Risk Behavior Among Intravenous Drug Users in New 
York City, AIDS, Vol. 1, No. 4, 247-254, 1987. 

 
Cohen, Robert L., Case Studies: A Prisoner in Need of a Bone Marrow Transplant, Hastings 
Center Report, Vol. 17, No. 5, 26-27, 1987. 

 
Bayer, Ronald, Carol Levine, Susan M. Wolf et. al. HIV Anti-body Screening: An Ethical 
Framework for Evaluating Proposed Programs. JAMA Vol. 256, No. 3: 1768-1774, 1986. 

 
Cohen, Robert L., Oliver Dennis, Pollard-Sigwanz, Cathy, Leukopenia and Anergy as 
Predictors of AIDS, JAMA, Vol. 255, No. 10, 1289, 1986. 

 
Whitman S, King L, and Cohen R, Epilepsy and Violence: A Scientific and Social Analysis. 
In: Whitman S, and Hermann B, ed. The Social Dimensions of Psycho pathology. Oxford 
University Press, 1986. 

 
Cohen, R., AIDS: The Impending Quarantine, Bulletin of the Health Policy Advisory 
Committee, Vol. 17, No. 3, 9-14, 1985. 

 
Whitman S, Coleman T, Patron C, Desi B, Cohen R, King L, Epilepsy in Prison: Elevated 
Prevalence and No Relationship to Violence. Neurology, Vol. 34, No. 6, June, 1984. 

 
Cohen, Robert L., Imprisoned Plasma Donors: A Medical-Ethical Case and Comment, 
Journal of Prison & Jail Health, Vol. 2, No. 1, 41-46, 1982 
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