
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

DALLAS DIVISION 

Oscar Sanchez, Marcus White, Tesmond 
McDonald, Marcelo Perez, Roger Morrison, 
Keith Baker, Paul Wright, Terry McNickels, 
and Jose Munoz; on their own and on behalf 
of a class of similarly situated persons; 
 
   Petitioners/Plaintiffs,  
 v. 
 
DALLAS COUNTY SHERIFF MARIAN 
BROWN, in her official capacity; DALLAS 
COUNTY, TEXAS; 
 
  Respondents/Defendants 

Civil Action No. 20-cv-832 
 
 
 

 

AMENDED DECLARATION OF ALISON GRINTER 

I, ALISON GRINTER, DECLARE: 

1. I am an attorney practicing almost exclusively criminal defense in the Dallas and 

Collin County Courts. I am Board Certified in Criminal Law.  I serve as counsel for the plaintiffs 

and the putative class herein. 

2. I make this declaration of my personal knowledge. 

3. Prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, an individual pretrial habeas petition seeking 

consideration of bond by a District Judge in Dallas County would, under normal circumstances, 

heard and decided within a day or two. 

4. Even after the COVID-19 outbreak, these bond hearings are given priority by 

Courts and are held as expeditiously as possible given restraints on staffing, and with consent of 

the parties, many are done informally or via email or telephone. 

5. An interlocutory appeal of a decision unfavorable to the defendant would likely 

take months even before the courts were slowed due to the pandemic, but a decision from a 
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Dallas County District Judge would not be the source of that delay, rather the normal delays built 

into the appellate process. 

6. Pre-trial writs alleging that a person is being restrained of their liberties in any 

way other than lack of reasonable bond set by a District Judge (for instance unconstitutional jail 

conditions) would take a distinct and presumably longer timeline, as they are not at all common 

in the State criminal district courts and presumably would require time for a prosecutor to brief. 

7. Post-conviction writs would follow a different timeline with deliberative 

processes of many months before the COVID-19 outbreak.  

8. Texas Courts, including those in Dallas, are issuing emergency closures and 

slowing their operations in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

9. I am not aware of any avenue in the state courts through which a class of both 

pre- and post-adjudication detainees could seek relief regarding the constitutionality of their 

confinement in the Dallas County Jail. 

10. Attached hereto as Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of an email from K. 

Dickerson, Criminal District Courts Manager, March 24, 2020, re:  Dallas County Criminal 

District Courts. 

11. Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of an email from K. 

Dickerson, Criminal District Courts Manager, March 19, 2020, re: Criminal District Court 1 

COVID-19 Protocol  

12. Attached hereto as Exhibit C is an email from K. Dickerson, Criminal District 

Courts Manager, March 17, 2020, re: CDC 2 COVID-19 Protocol. 

13. Attached hereto as Exhibit D is an email from K. Dickerson, Criminal District 

Courts Manager, March 16, 2020, re: CDC 5 COVID-19 Protocol. 

14. As a criminal defense attorney practicing in Dallas County I received similar 

emails regarding COVID-19 protocols in many of the other Criminal District Courts. 
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15. Many of the Criminal District Courts have not adopted any specific written 

policies, but all have slowed or suspended functions. Policies and available services are often 

fluid and change daily depending on Court and staff availability. 

16. As court staff have become exposed or have contracted the COVID-19, several 

courts have closed all or parts of the court operations for quarantine purposes. 

17. I made a declaration on April 9th 2020 in this cause which stated, in relevant part: 

“Prior to the COVID-19 outbreak, an individual petitioner seeking habeas relief in the 

Texas State Courts could expect his or her petition to remain pending for months, 

particularly if an appeal were taken.” 

18. The drafting of this sentence was inartful in a way that might be misleading, and I 

want to clarify it in advance of any Court proceeding. It was a sentence given to me in proposed 

language, and I read it to be commenting on the duration of a habeas petition that was in fact 

appealed after a decision unfavorable to the defendant. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.   

Executed this 15th day of April, 2020. 

 

            
                                                Alison Grinter 

 

Alison Grinter 
Texas Bar Number 24043476 
6738 Old Settlers Way 
Dallas, Texas 75236 
(214) 704-6400 
alisongrinter@gmail.com 
agrinter@thengan.com 
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