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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN / SOUTHERN DIVISION 

UNITED STATES Of AMERICA, 

PLAINTIFf, 

v- ----- --- -- . --- -

NATHANIEL COTTON, 

DEFENDANT. 

DOCKET NO. lo- GK._-c/0.3 t5 

HONORABLE JUDITH LEVY 

~ 0 l IE ~ r MAY2 2 Zlfl\J ~ 
-- - - -- - -- - -·cLERK'S OFFICE--

U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN MICHKiAN ' '· 

DEFENDANT'S EMERGENCY MOTION FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ON BOND 

Defendant's address: 

Nathaniel Cotton 

Inmate number ~~1 tHh~~HJ 

In p.,ro se 
Milan Correctional Facility 
4-004- Arkona Road 
Milan, MI 48160 
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Here comes Defendant Nathaniel Cotton, in pro se, moves this 

Court pursuant to 18 USC§ 3145(b), to issue an order providing 

for his immediate release on bond far the following reasons: 

1) Defendant Cotton is being detained in the Milan Correctional 

Facility, since A.ugust 13. 2018 

----z;--o-e fend ant i s b e in g h e 1 d under r:m i n d i c t rn en t for the f o 11 a w i n g 

charges that triggered a parole violation: 
__ 922,-felon --i-n- Pos-session -ef -firear-m - - -- -- --

846 Drug attem~t and Conspiracy 
. 851 Proceeds to Establish Prior Conviction 

841 Drug Trafficking 

3) Defendant initially waived his right to a bond hearing due to 

revocation of parole status. Defendant now motions this Court, as 

authorized pursuant to 18 USC§ 3 that 11 the district court has 

jurisdiction to reopen bail issue on its own motion'' under USC 

3142 . See United States v. Travis, 129 F.3d 1266, @~(6th Cir. 

Oct. ~ 1997) 

4) This Court is permitted to temporarily release an individual 

in custody 11 to ihe extent that the judicial officer detsrmines 

such release to be necessary for the preparation of person's 

defense or for another reason. 11 18 USC§ 3142(1)(4) In the instant 

case, Defendant maintains that detainees, like convicts, are also 

entitled to the right to access to the courts. 

5) Persons awaiting trial have a Sixth Amendment right to 

assistance of counsel and an unimpeded criminal defense. See 

Benjamin v. fraser, 264 f.3d ~ 184-~ (2d Cir. 2001) This 

Defendant needs more direct contact with attorney and others 
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related to his case, including but not exclusive to, 

investigators, witnesses and material evidence not readily 

accessible at this unprecedented time. 

6) The Eighth Amendment and Due Process Clause, "the applicable 

standard is the same so decisional law involving prison inmates 

applies equally to cases involving arrestees or pre-trial 

detainees." Cottrell~ Caldwell, 85 F.3d 1480, 1490 (11th Cir. 

1996) 

Under the .lli:!.!:. Process Clause, pre-trial detainees cannot be 

punished. See Bell~ Wolfish, 441 U.S. 520, 535, 99 S.Ct. 1861 

(1979) accord Black~ Rutherford, 468 U.S. 576, 585-~ 104 

S.Ct. 3227 (1984). Parole violators, in pre-hearing stage, also 

are afforded Due Process without punishment, Detainees and parole 

violators claims are governed under the Eighth Amendment. 

Possible dismissal or acquittal of criminal charges removes all 

factual basis from claim that a parole violation was even 

committed. 

7) With respect to conditions of confinement, the Supreme Court 

said in Bell that living conditions constitute punishment of - .. 
detainees if they inflict "genuine privations and hardship over 

an extended period of time. Bell, 441 ~! 542. Undue court 

delays are a form of punishment when they are for extraordinary 

lengths of time . At this present time, no one can predict haw 

long it will be before backlogs and delays will be adjudicated. 

Oppressive conditions may constitute punishment even if imposed 

for short periods of time if it 11 shocks the conscience 0
• 
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8) Defendant sets forth the following compelling reasons for his 

immediate release: 

*The danger of CO-VID 19 pandemic especially those like Cotton 

who are in an institutional environment and has chronic health 

issues (high blood pressure and diabetes). This Defendant also 

falls into the age group, ages 18 to 40 years old, of the U.S. 

population at highest risk of infection of the deadly virus. 

court appeBrances and bond conditions while out on release. With 

very restricted movement in the community only adds to the 

assurance of compliance of attendance . 

* Defendant has collateral in the form of real estate and cash 

surety that can be secured through family support. Defendant will 

reimburse the costs of supervision including electronic 

monitoring and probation fees as this Court deems necessary. 

* The charges and parole violation charges are of a non-violent 

nature. Cotton does not pose a threat to the community at large 

or to the administration of justice. 

* Defendant has not posed any problems while in custody. Prior to 

his arrest, Cotton ,was gainfully employed as a painter for 
-- ··-- ---·-·------- -- - ------- --

Michigan Construction Team & Sheffield Painting/Manager Mr. Vince 

@ (313) 656-8773. This employer will allow Cotton to return to 

his job upon release to assist in supporting ' I minor children 

and contribute financially to his building legal expenses. 

9) Defen~~ht Cotton, a life-long Michigan resident, can be re­

leased to: 

Mother - Carrie Cotton, 12510 Riad, Det . , MI 48224 or 

3 



Case 5:18-cr-20315-JEL-EAS   ECF No. 86   filed 04/18/20    PageID.372    Page 5 of 6

alternatively, Father- Nathaniel Cotton, Sr., 18503 Eureka, 

Detroit, MI 48234 

10) Defendant will comply with all pre-trial conditions as set 

forth by this Court including daily and/or weekly contact with 

the Probatiah Department. 

For these ominous and justified reasons, Defendant, Nathaniel 
-------- ----- - - ---

Cotton, prays this Court will enter an order providing for his 

immediate release on conditions stipulated according to this 

Court's discretion. 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

This motion was also served, vie U.S. first-class mail, upon U.S 

Attorney General's office@ 

I certify that the information in this motion is true and factual 

to the best of my knowledge and ability. 

__.t\ ..... ~~"""".± ..... b4.>g .... n._.t...,e ..... l_C=--o..._t ....,tu..,_o..__ ____ N at han i e 1 Cotton , in pro e e 

Dated: Gfc' \ 1° 1 dOdO 

Power of Attorney for signature: 

Enclosure(s) 

cc: file, Attorney General 
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