
WHEREAS, the continued community spread of COVID-19 within North Carolina 
requires the state to continue some measures to slow the spread of this virus during the pandemic; 
and 

WHEREAS, since the issuance of executive orders to slow the spread of COVID-19, 
North Carolina has "flattened the curve" and prevented a surge or spike in cases across the state, 
and North Carolina has also increased its capacity for testing, tracing and the availability of 
personal protective equipment ("PPE"); and 

WHEREAS, despite the overall stability in key metrics, North Carolina's daily case counts 
of COVID-19 continue to increase slightly in the context of increased testing, demonstrating the 
state must remain vigilant in its work to slow the spread of the virus; and 

WHEREAS, should there be an increase in the percentage of emergency department visits 
that are due to COVID-19 like illness, an increase in the number of laboratory-confirmed cases, 
an increase in the positive tests as a percent of total tests, an increase in COVID-19-related 
hospitalizations that threaten the ability of the health care system to properly respond, or should 
the State's ability to conduct testing and tracing be compromised, it may be necessary to reinstate 
certain restrictions eased by this Executive Order so as to protect the health, safety, and welfare of 
North Carolinians; and 

WHEREAS, the risk of contracting and transmitting COVID-19 is higher in settings that 
are indoors, where air does not circulate freely and where people are less likely to maintain social 
distancing by staying six ( 6) feet apart; and 

WHEREAS, the risk of contracting and transmitting COVID-19 is higher in settings where 
people are stationary and in close contact for long periods of time; and 

WHEREAS, the risk of contracting and transmitting COVID-19 is higher in gatherings of 
larger groups of people because these gatherings offer more opportunity for person-to-person 
contact with someone infected with COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, to lower the risk of contracting and transmitting COVID-19, this Executive 
Order imposes restrictions on businesses that limit the number of contacts between people, 
particularly in settings that are indoors, involve people being stationary and in close contact for 
long periods of time, or are part of mass gatherings; and 

WHEREAS, certain types of businesses by their very nature present greater risks of the 
spread of COVID-19 because of the nature of the activity, the way that people have traditionally 
acted and interacted with each other in that space, and the duration that patrons stay in the 
establishment; and 

WHEREAS, people in North Carolina are encouraged to use a cloth face covering to 
reduce the spread of COVID-19, but some populations may experience increased anxiety and fear 
of bias and being profiled if wearing face coverings in public spaces; and 

WHEREAS, if someone is the target of ethnic or racial intimidation as the result of 
adhering to the mask provision or as a result of the pandemic, they are encouraged to report the 
matter to law enforcement or another government entity; and 

WHEREAS, people in North Carolina must remain flexible to account for the evolving 
nature and scope of the public health emergency posed by COVID-19, and also return to-in a 
safe, strategic, and incremental manner-their normal personal and professional activities, to the 
extent public health circumstances permit; and 

WHEREAS, people in North Carolina are encouraged to take on the challenges of living 
in a community beset by a global pandemic, while also returning to school, work, and social 
activities in a safe, strategic and incremental manner to help reduce the risk of COVID-19 
transmission; and 

Case 1:20-cv-00457-WO-JLW   Document 12-7   Filed 06/05/20   Page 36 of 56



WHEREAS, businesses that are open during the duration of this Executive Order are 
encouraged to follow the Guidelines for Businesses published by the North Carolina Department 
of Health and Human Services ("NCDHHS"), available electronically on its website; and 

WHEREAS, food service and food availability remain an important component of North 
Carolina's response to the COVID-19 pandemic, such that food service providers, including 
restaurants and other dine-in facilities are encouraged to open to the extent practicable to safely 
provide food and nutrition to people in North Carolina; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the interest of the State of North Carolina to provide as many viable 
avenues as practicable for North Carolina agricultural products to be consumed in-state in order to 
avoid unnecessary waste in the production of food; and 

WHEREAS, the closure of on-premises dining in restaurants has significantly curtailed 
demand for food sold by restaurants and, therefore, disproportionately harmed workers, farms, and 
businesses involved in the sale of food through the restaurant supply chain and led to the waste of 
food produced by such workers, farms, and businesses; and 

WHEREAS, because restaurants and grocery stores are served by different supply chains 
that cannot always be rapidly adjusted, the closure of on-premises dining in restaurants has shifted 
food demand to grocery stores, taxing the supply chain for grocery stores and leading to higher 
grocery prices for consumers; and 

WHEREAS, reopening restaurants for on-premises dining in a safe, strategic manner 
should ameliorate the adverse economic effects on workers, farms, and businesses involved in the 
sale of food through the restaurant supply chain, prevent the waste of food, and reduce stress on 
the supply chain for grocery stores, thereby lowering grocery prices for consumers; and 

WHEREAS, despite the unprecedented nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, people in 
North Carolina should have the opportunity to enjoy performing arts and competitive sporting 
events broadcast into their homes; and 

WHEREAS, as long as progress continues to be met on the COVID-19 metrics, and as 
long as health care systems continue to be projected to have sufficient capacity for patient care, 
commerce that does not raise unreasonable risks of COVID-19 spread may be reopened; and 

WHEREAS, with public health requirements in place and face coverings more readily 
available, personal care, grooming, and tattoo businesses may be reopened in a safe, strategic 
manner without raising unreasonable risk of COVID-19 spread; and 

WHEREAS, Executive Order No. 116 invoked the Emergency Management Act, and 
authorizes the undersigned to exercise the powers and duties set forth therein to direct and aid in 
the response to, recovery from, and mitigation against emergencies; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat. § l 66A- l 9 .1 O(b )(2), the undersigned may make, 
amend, or rescind necessary orders, rules, and regulations within the limits of the authority 
conferred upon the Governor in the Emergency Management Act; and 

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-l 9.10(b)(3) authorizes and empowers the 
undersigned to delegate Gubernatorial vested authority under the Emergency Management Act 
and to provide for the sub-delegation of that authority; and 

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat.§ l66A-l9.I0(b)(4) gives the undersigned the authority to 
"cooperate and coordinate" with the President of the United States; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-l 9.12(3)(e), the Division of Emergency 
Management must coordinate with the State Health Director to revise the North Carolina 
Emergency Operations Plan as conditions change, including making revisions to set "the 
appropriate conditions for quarantine and isolation in order to prevent the further transmission of 
disease," and following this coordination, the Emergency Management Director and the State 
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Health Director have recommended that the Governor develop and order the plan and actions 
identified in this Executive Order; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-19.23 in conjunction with N.C. Gen. Stat. 
§§ 75-37 and 75-38, the undersigned may issue a declaration that shall trigger the prohibitions 
against excessive pricing during states of disaster, states of emergency or abnormal market 
disruptions; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-19.30(a)(l), the undersigned may utilize 
all available state resources as reasonably necessary to cope with an emergency, including the 
transfer and direction of personnel or functions of state agencies or units thereof for the purpose 
of performing or facilitating emergency services; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(a)(2), the undersigned may take 
such action and give such directions to state and local law enforcement officers and agencies as 
may be reasonable and necessary for the purpose of securing compliance with the provisions of 
the Emergency Management Act and with the orders, rules, and regulations made thereunder; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(c)(i), the undersigned has 
determined that local control of the emergency is insufficient to assure adequate protection for 
lives and property of North Carolinians because not all local authorities have enacted such 
appropriate ordinances or issued such appropriate declarations restricting the operation of 
businesses and limiting person-to-person contact, thus needed control cannot be imposed locally; 
and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § l66A-I9.30(c)(ii), the undersigned has 
determined that local control of the emergency is insufficient to assure adequate protection for 
lives and property of North Carolinians because some but not all local authorities have taken 
implementing steps under such ordinances or declarations, if enacted or declared, in order to 
effectuate control over the emergency that has arisen; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § I66A-l9.30(c)(iii), the undersigned has 
determined that local control of the emergency is insufficient to assure adequate protection for 
lives and property of North Carolinians because the area in which the emergency exists spreads 
across local jurisdictional boundaries and the legal control measures of the jurisdictions are 
conflicting or uncoordinated to the extent that efforts to protect life and property are, or 
unquestionably will be, severely hampered; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(c)(iv), the undersigned has 
determined that local control of the emergency is insufficient to assure adequate protection oflives 
and property of North Carolinians because the scale of the emergency is so great that it exceeds 
the capability of local authorities to cope with it; and 

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-19.30(c) in conjunction with N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-
19 .31 (b )(1) authorizes the undersigned to prohibit and restrict the movement of people in public 
places; and 

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-19.30(c) in conjunction with N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-
19.3 l(b)(2) authorizes the undersigned to prohibit and restrict the operation of offices, business 
establishments, and other places to and from which people may travel or at which they may 
congregate; and 

WHEREAS, N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-l 9.30(c) in conjunction with N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A­
l 9 .31 (b )( 5) authorizes the undersigned to prohibit and restrict other activities or conditions, the 
control of which may be reasonably necessary to maintain order and protect lives or property 
during a state of emergency; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.30(c)(l), when the undersigned 
imposes the prohibitions and restrictions enumerated in N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-19.3l(b), the 
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undersigned may amend or rescind the prohibitions and restrictions imposed by local authorities; 

and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-l 9.30(a)(2), during a Gubematorially 
declared State of Emergency, the undersigned has the power to "give such directions to State and 
local law enforcement officers and agencies as may be reasonable and necessary for the purpose 
of seeming compliance with the provisions of this Arti cle." 

NOW, THEREFORE, by the authority vested in me as Governor by the Constitution and 
the laws of the State of North Carolina, IT IS ORDERED: 

Section 1. Definitions. In this Executive Order: 

1. "Bars" means establishments that are not eating establishments or restaurants as 
defined in N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 18B-1000(2) and 18B-1000(6), that have a permit to sell 
alcoholic beverages for onsite consumption under N .C. Gen. Stat. § l 8B-1 00 1, and that 
are principally engaged in the business of selling alcoholic beverages for onsite 
consumption. 

2. "Core Signage. Screening. and Sanitation Requirements" are the fol lowing actions 
which establishments open to the public under the terms of this Executive Order must 
foll ow, namely: 

a. Post the Emergency Maximum Occupancy in a noticeable place. 

b. Post signage reminding attendees, customers, and workers about social 
distancing (staying at least six (6) feet away from others) and requesting that 
people who have been symptomatic with fever and/or cough not enter. 

c. Conduct daily symptom screening of workers, using a standard interview 
questionnaire of symptoms, before workers enter the workplace. 

d. Immediately isolate and remove sick workers. 

e. Perform frequent and routine environmental cleaning and disinfection of 
high-touch areas with an EPA-approved disinfectant for SARS-Co V-2 (the 
virus that causes COVID-1 9). 

NCDHHS has prepared sample signs and a san1ple screening checkl ist questionnaire, 
available at https://covid 19.ncdhhs.i:.rnv/guidance, that may be used to meet some of the 
requirements above. Businesses or operations do not need to use the NCDHHS sample 
signs and questionnaires to meet the requirements of this Executive Order. 

3. "Emergency Maximum Occupancy" is defined in Section 6. 

4. "Face Covering" means a covering of the nose and mouth by wearing a covering or 
mask for the purpose of ensuring the physical health or safety of the wearer or others 
as defined in Session Law 2020-3 s. 4.3(a). In the context of the COVID-1 9 
emergency, the Face Covering works to protect other people more than the wearer. 

5. "Personal Care. Grooming. and Tattoo Businesses" means businesses that (a) do not 
provide health care services; and (b) either (i) have workers directly touch customers 
or (ii) have a piece of equipment (other than a touchscreen) repeatedly come into 
contact directly with customers' skin. This includes, but is not limited to, barber shops, 
beauty salons (including but not limited to waxing and hair removal centers), hair 
salons, nail salons, manicure or pedicure providers, tattoo parlors, tanning salons, and 
massage therapists. 

6. "Recommendations to Promote Social Distancing and Reduce Transmission" are 
defi ned in Section 3(8) below. 
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7. "Restaurants" means permitted food establishments, under N.C. Gen. Stat. § 130A-
248, and other establishments that both prepare and serve food. This includes, but is 
not limited to, restaurants, cafeterias, food halls, dining halls, food courts, and food 
kiosks. This includes not only free-standing locations but also locations within other 
businesses or facilities, including, but not limited to airports, shopping centers, 
educational institutions, or private or members-only clubs where food and beverages 
are permitted to be consumed on premises. 

8. "Retail Business" means any business in which customers enter a space to purchase 
goods or services, including but not limited to grocery stores, convenience stores, 
large-format retail stores, pharmacies, banks, and ABC stores. This also includes, but 
is not limited to, (i) retail establishments operated by the state, its political subdivisions, 
or agencies thereof, and (ii) state agencies under the jurisdiction of the undersigned 
which have a public-facing component offering a service, such as the Division of Motor 
Vehicles, the Department of Revenue, and shops in Department ofNatural and Cultural 
Resources facilities. 

Section 2. High-Risk Individuals Encouraged to Stay at Home. 

People who are at high risk of severe illness from COVID-19 are very strongly encouraged 
to stay home and travel only for absolutely essential purposes. The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention ("CDC") defines high-risk individuals as people 65 years or older and people of 
any age who have serious underlying medical conditions, including people who are 
immunocompromised or who have chronic lung disease, moderate-to-severe asthma, serious heart 
conditions, severe obesity, diabetes, chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis, or liver disease. 

Section 3. Activities Outside the Home. 

For the reasons and pursuant to the authority set forth above, the undersigned orders as follows: 

A. Stay at Home Order Lifted. The Stay at Home Order in Executive Order No. 138 is lifted. 
Individuals are strongly encouraged to telework to the greatest extent permissible by their 
employer. 

B. Follow the Recommendations to Promote Social Distancing and Reduce Transmission. 
When people are outside their homes, they are strongly encouraged to take the following 
Recommendations to Promote Social Distancing and Reduce Transmission: 

1. Maintain at least six (6) feet social distancing from other individuals, with the exception 
of family or household members. 

2. Wear a cloth Face Covering when leaving home and wear it inside all public settings 
such as grocery stores, pharmacies, or other retail or public-serving businesses. A Face 
Covering should also be worn outdoors when you cannot maintain at least six ( 6) feet 
distancing from other people with the exception of family or household members. 
These coverings function to protect other people more than the wearer. 

3. Carry hand sanitizer with you when leaving home, and use it frequently. 

4. Wash hands using soap and water for at least twenty (20) seconds as frequently as 
possible. 

5. Regularly clean high-touch surfaces such as steering wheels, wallets, and phones. 

6. Stay at home if sick. 

Section 4. Exemptions from This Executive Order. 

Worship, religious, and spiritual gatherings, funeral ceremonies, wedding ceremonies, and 
other activities constituting the exercise of First Amendment rights are exempt from all the 
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requirements of this Executive Order and Executive Order Nos. 121 and 138, notwithstanding any 
other provision of this Executive Order or of Executive Order Nos. 121 and 13 8. 

The undersigned strongly urges that entities and individuals engaging in these exempted 
activities follow the Recommendations to Promote Social Distancing and Reduce Transmission, 
avoid exceeding Emergency Maximum Occupancy in the places where they meet, and avoid 
holding Mass Gatherings. 

Section 5. Structure of This Executive Order. 

The restrictions in this Executive Order are tailored for particular situations where 
COVID-19 can spread. As a result, the restrictions in this Executive Order fall into three 
categories: 

• Section 6 establishes restrictions for certain listed kinds of businesses and operations. The 
restrictions in this Section ensure that there is not overcrowding and spread people out in each 
space to reduce the risk from COVID-19. 

• Section 7 establishes a Mass Gathering limit. This limit controls the risk of COVID-19 spread 
in events or convenings that are not covered by the specific restrictions in Section 6. 

• Section 8 keeps closed certain kinds of businesses and operations because those types of 
businesses, by their very nature, present greater risks of the spread of COVID-19. These 
greater risks are due to factors such as people traditionally interacting in that space in a way 
that would spread COVID-19, shared equipment that is repeatedly touched by customers or 
attendees, or a business model that involves customers or attendees remaining in a confined 
indoor space over a sustained period. 

Section 6. Restrictions on Certain Businesses and Operations. 

For the reasons and pursuant to the authority set forth above, the undersigned orders as follows: 

A. Prohibition. To control the spread of COVID-19 and protect lives during the State of 
Emergency, this Section lists restrictions on the operations of business establishments and 
other places to or from which people may travel or at which they may congregate. Businesses 
or operations within the scope of this Section are prohibited from operating unless they follow 
the restrictions stated in this Section. 

B. Retail Businesses. 

1. Requirements for Retail Businesses. While this Executive Order is in effect, all open 
Retail Businesses must do all of the following. 

a. Limit customers inside the store to Emergency Maximum Occupancy. 
Under this Executive Order, the Emergency Maximum Occupancy for a Retail 
Business is the lowest number produced by applying the following two tests: 

1. Limit the number of customers in the store to fifty percent (50%) of 
stated fire capacity (or, for spaces without a stated fire capacity, no more 
than twelve (12) customers for every one thousand (1000) square feet 
of the location's total square footage, including the parts of the location 
that are not accessible to customers or guests). 

11. Limit the number of people in the store so that everyone can stay six ( 6) 
feet apart. 

b. Mark six (6) feet of spacing in lines at point of sale and in other high-traffic 
areas for customers, such as at deli counters and near high-demand products. 

c. Follow the Core Signage, Screening, and Sanitation Requirements as defined 
in this Executive Order. 
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C. Restaurants. 

1. Restaurants May Open for On-Premises Service. During the effective period of this 
Executive Order, restaurants may allow on-premises consumption of food and 
beverages. Restaurants must meet the sanitation requirements of this Section even if 
they are open only for take-out or delivery service. 

2. Requirements. While this Executive Order is in effect, all open restaurants must do 
all of the following: 

a. Limit customers in indoor and outdoor seating areas to Emergency Maximum 
Occupancy. Under this Executive Order, the Emergency Maximum Occupancy 
for a restaurant is the lowest number produced by applying the following three 
tests: 

1. Limit the number of customers in the restaurant to fifty percent (50%) 
of stated fire capacity (or, for spaces without a stated fire capacity, no 
more than twelve (12) customers for every one thousand (1000) square 
feet of the location's total square footage, including the parts of the 
location that are not accessible to customers or guests). 

11. Limit the number of people in the space so that groups can stay six ( 6) 
feet apart. 

iii. Arrange the restaurant so that customers sitting at a table are not within 
six (6) feet of any customers sitting at another table. Moreover, each 
group of customers sitting at a counter should be separated from other 
groups by six ( 6) feet. 

b. Limit customers at tables so that no more than ten ( 10) people shall be seated 
together at the same table. However, more than ten (10) people may sit together 
at the same table if they are members of the same household. 

c. Workers in Restaurants are strongly encouraged to wear Face Coverings when 
they are within six (6) feet of another person. Notwithstanding this general rule, 
people whose religious beliefs prevent them from wearing a Face Covering, 
people who cannot wear a Face Covering due to a medical or behavioral health 
condition, and people who are under twelve (12) years of age are excepted from 
the requirement to wear a Face Covering. Children under two (2) years of age 
shall not wear a Face Covering so that their breathing may not be inhibited. 

d. Follow the Core Signage, Screening, and Sanitation Requirements as defined 
in this Executive Order, along with the following additional requirements: 

1. Increase disinfection during peak times or high customer density times, 
and disinfect all shared objects ( e.g., dining tables, booths, counters, 
payment terminals, tables, countertops/bars, receipt trays, condiment 
holders, and reusable menus) between each use. 

11. Promote frequent use of hand-washing and hand sanitizer for wait staff 
and food service staff throughout the shift and upon reporting to work. 
Hand washing must at least meet the requirements specified in the North 
Carolina Food Code Manual. 

e. Mark six ( 6) feet of spacing in lines at high-traffic areas for customers, such as 
a cash register or place where customers wait to be seated at their table. 

3. Clarifications. People sitting at a table need not be members of the same household 
and do not need to stay six (6) feet apart. Moreover, this Executive Order does not 
require servers and wait staff to stay six ( 6) feet away from customers. 
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4. Miscellaneous. A restaurant that operates consistent with the terms of this Subsection 
of this Executive Order shall continue to be considered an "Essential Business" for the 
purpose of N.C. Sess. L. 2020-03, Sec. 4.14(a) to the extent that COVID-19-related 
claims are made against the restaurant. 

D. Personal Care, Grooming, and Tattoo Businesses. 

1. Personal Care, Grooming, and Tattoo Businesses May Open. During the effective 
period of this Executive Order, Personal Care, Grooming, and Tattoo Businesses may 
operate, but must be in compliance with this Section. 

2. Requirements. While this Executive Order is in effect, all open Personal Care, 
Grooming, and Tattoo Businesses must do all of the following: 

a. Limit customers inside the store to Emergency Maximum Occupancy. Under 
this Executive Order, the Emergency Maximum Occupancy for a Personal 
Care, Grooming, and Tattoo Business is the lowest number produced by 
applying the following two tests: 

1. Limit the number of customers in the store to fifty percent (50%) of 
stated fire capacity (or, for spaces without a stated fire capacity, no more 
than twelve (12) customers for every one thousand (1000) square feet 
of the location's total square footage, including the parts of the location 
that are not accessible to customers or guests). 

11. Limit the number of people in the store so that patrons can stay six (6) 
feet apart. 

b. Arrange seating so that groups of customers are separated from one another by 
six (6) feet. 

c. Workers in Personal Care, Grooming, and Tattoo Businesses shall wear Face 
Coverings when they are within six (6) feet of another person. Notwithstanding 
this general requirement, people whose religious beliefs prevent them from 
wearing a Face Covering, people who cannot wear a Face Covering due to a 
medical or behavioral condition, and people who are under twelve (12) years of 
age are excepted from the requirement to wear a Face Covering. Children under 
two (2) years of age shall not wear a Face Covering so that their breathing may 
not be inhibited. 

d. Follow the Core Signage, Screening, and Sanitation Requirements as defined 
in this Executive Order, except for the requirement to have signage remind 
people about staying six ( 6) feet apart. 

e. Ensure that all equipment that comes into direct personal contact with 
customers and all furniture in service areas ( such as chairs, capes, and the 
shampooing area in a barber shop or salon) is completely cleaned and 
disinfected between each customer. 

f. Mark six (6) feet of spacing in lines at point of sale and in other high-traffic 
areas for customers, such as at cash registers and waiting areas. 

3. Recommendation. Patrons in Personal Care, Grooming, and Tattoo Businesses are 
strongly encouraged to wear Face Coverings when they are within six (6) feet of 
another person, unless they cannot wear Face Coverings due to religious beliefs, age, 
or a medical or behavioral health condition. 
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E. Pools. 

1. Indoor and Outdoor Pools May Open. During the effective period of this Executive 
Order, indoor or outdoor pool facilities (whether stand-alone or part of other facilities) 
may operate, but must be in compliance with this Subsection. 

2. Requirements. While this Executive Order is in effect, all open pool facilities must 
do all of the following: 

a. Limit the user capacity in the pool to no more than 50% of maximum occupancy 
as determined by fire code (or, when fire code number is not known, thirty-three 
(33) people per one thousand (1000) square feet in deck areas, wading pools 
and splash pads), and a maximum occupancy in the water often (10) people per 
one thousand (1000) square feet. This user capacity is the Emergency 
Maximum Occupancy for the pool facility. 

b. Follow the Core Signage, Screening, and Sanitation Requirements as defined 
in this Executive Order. 

3. This Subsection applies only to shared pools in commercial settings or at residential 
complexes. It does not apply to family pools at people's homes. 

F. Child Care Facilities. 

1. Child Care Facilities May Open and May Serve All Children. Child care facilities 
may open or reopen, and they may serve all children in North Carolina. All references 
to "covered children" in Executive Order Nos. 130 and 138 shall refer to all children. 

2. Requirements. Child care facilities that are open or reopened consistent with the 
Executive Order must abide by the following requirements: 

a. Follow all applicable NCDHHS guidelines. 

b. Follow the Core Signage, Screening, and Sanitation Requirements as defined 
in this Executive Order. 

c. Conduct a daily health screening on all individuals who are entering the 
building. 

d. Immediately isolate sick workers and children from the rest of the facility and 
send them home. 

e. Have a plan to work with local health departments to identify close contacts of 
confirmed cases in the child care setting. 

f. Before reopening, child care facilities shall submit to NCDHHS the Emergency 
Child Care Provider Application. NCDHHS must approve the Emergency 
Child Care Provider Application before the child care facility can reopen. 

3. Relationship to Previous Executive Orders. Subdivisions 1 and 2(a) of this 
Subsection completely replace Subsections (C) and (D) of Section 2 of Executive Order 
No. 130. Otherwise, Section 2 of Executive Order No. 130 and Section 3 of Executive 
Order No. 139 shall remain in effect through 5:00 pm on June 26, 2020. The effective 
date provisions of those Executive Orders are amended accordingly. 

G. Day Camps and Overnight Camps. 

1. Requirements for Day Camps. 

a. Follow all applicable NCDHHS guidelines. 
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b. Follow the Core Signage, Screening, and Sanitation Requirements as defined 
in this Executive Order. 

c. Conduct a daily health screening on all individuals who are entering the 
building. 

d. Immediately isolate sick workers and children from the rest of the facility and 
send them home. 

e. Public schools operating day camps and programs may open for the purpose of 
the day camp or program, but must otherwise remain closed to the general 
public. 

f. Have a plan to work with local health departments to identify close contacts of 
confirmed cases in the camp setting. 

2. Requirements for Overnight Camps. 

a. Follow all applicable NCDHHS guidelines. 

b. Conduct daily symptom screening of workers. 

c. Immediately isolate sick campers and staff away from others. 

d. If a camper or staff member has been diagnosed with COVID-19 or is presumed 
positive by a medical professional due to symptoms, the camper or staff 
member should be isolated away from other campers and staff until they meet 
the CDC criteria for release from isolation: 

1. No fever for at least 72 hours since recovery (without the use of fever­
reducing medicine); and 

ii. Other symptoms have improved ( e.g., coughing, shortness of breath); 
and 

iii. At least ten ( I 0) days have passed since first symptoms. 

e. Have a plan to work with local health departments to identify close contacts of 
confirmed cases in a camp setting 

f. Perform ongoing and routine environmental cleaning and disinfection of high­
touch areas ( e.g., doors, doorknobs, rails) with an EPA approved disinfectant 
for SARS-Co V-2 (the virus that causes COVID-19), increasing disinfection 
during peak times or high camper density times. 

3. Programs and camps for adults are not covered by this Section. 

Section 7. Mass Gatherings. 

For the reasons and pursuant to the authority set forth above, the undersigned orders as follows: 

A. Prohibition on Mass Gatherings. 

I. Prohibition. Mass Gatherings are prohibited. "Mass Gathering" means an event or 
convening that brings together more than ten ( I 0) people indoors or more than 
twenty-five (25) people outdoors at the same time in a single confined indoor or 
outdoor space, such as an auditorium, stadium, arena, or meeting hall. This includes 
parades, fairs, and festivals. In publicly accessible indoor facilities, the Mass Gathering 
limit applies per room of the facility. A household where more than ten ( I 0) people 
reside is not a Mass Gathering. 

The outdoor Mass Gathering limit of twenty-five (25) people applies to groups of 
people that may gather together in a park, and on a beach or trail. 
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2. Exceptions from Prohibition on Mass Gatherings. Notwithstanding Subsection 
(A)( I) above: 

a. The prohibition on Mass Gatherings does not apply to any of the restricted 
businesses and operations identified in Section 6 of this Executive Order, 
because in those situations, transmission of COVID-19 will be controlled 
through the measures specifically tailored for each situation that are listed in 
those Sections. The prohibition on Mass Gatherings also does not apply to 
educational institutions or government operations. 

b. The prohibition on Mass Gatherings does not include gatherings for health and 
safety, to look for and obtain goods and services, for work, or for receiving 
governmental services. A Mass Gathering does not include normal operations 
at airports, bus and train stations or stops, medical facilities, libraries, shopping 
malls, and shopping centers. However, in those settings, people must follow 
the Recommendations to Promote Social Distancing and Reduce Transmission 
as much as possible, and they should circulate within the space so that there is 
no sustained contact between people. 

B. Parks, Trails, and Beaches. 

1. Each group of people within a park, trail, or beach must be limited so that the group, 
counted on its own, does not exceed the Mass Gathering limit. 

2. All operators of open public or private parks must meet the following requirements: 

a. Post signage reminding attendees, customers, and workers about social 
distancing (staying at least six (6) feet away from others) and requesting that 
people who have been symptomatic with fever and/or cough not enter. 

b. Conduct daily symptom screening of workers, using a standard interview 
questionnaire of symptoms, before workers enter the workplace. 

c. Immediately isolate and remove sick workers. 

d. Perform frequent and routine environmental cleaning and disinfection of 
high-touch areas with an EPA-approved disinfectant for SARS-Co V-2 (the 
virus that causes COVID-19). 

3. Public Playgrounds Remain Closed. Because public playground equipment may 
increase spread of COVID-19, public playgrounds will remain closed during the 
effective phase of this Executive Order, including public playground equipment located 
in parks. 

C. Drive-ins. Events are not prohibited Mass Gatherings if the participants all stay within their 
cars, such as at a drive-in movie theater. 

D. Households. A household where more than ten ( 10) people reside is not a Mass Gathering. 

Section 8. Orders of Closure. 

For the reasons and pursuant to the authority set forth above, the undersigned orders as follows: 

A. Entertainment and Fitness Facilities. 

1. In addition to the restrictions on Mass Gatherings identified in Section 7 of this 
Executive Order, the following entertainment and fitness facilities that operate within 
a confined indoor or outdoor space and do not offer a retail or dining component are 
ordered to close. Any retail or dining component within the following entertainment 
and fitness facilities may operate solely for retail or dining, but those components must 
comply with the restrictions set out in Section 6 of this Executive Order. 
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2. Entertainment and fitness facilities restricted by this Subsection include, but are not 
limited to, the following types of business: 

• Bingo Parlors, including bingo sites operated by charitable organizations 

• Bowling Alleys 
• Indoor Exercise Facilities ( e.g., yoga studios, dance studios, martial arts facilities, 

indoor trampoline and rock climbing facilities) 

• Gyms 
• Indoor Fitness Facilities, including but not limited to indoor basketball courts, 

volleyball courts, racquetball courts, squash courts, and tennis courts 

• Health Clubs and Fitness Centers 
• Movie Theaters 
• Skating Rinks 
• Gaming and business establishments which allow gaming activities ( e.g., video 

poker, gaming, sweepstakes, video games, arcade games, pinball machines or other 
computer, electronic or mechanical devices played for amusement) 

• Venues for Receptions or Parties 
• Museums 
• Amusement Parks 
• Bars 
• Night Clubs, Dance Halls, or Music Halls where patrons are not seated. 

B. Limitations of this Executive Order. This Executive Order solely directs that bars are not to 
serve alcoholic beverages for onsite consumption, and this Executive Order does not direct the 
closure of retail beverage venues that provide for the sale of beer, wine, and liquor for off-site 
consumption only. It also does not require the closure of production operations at breweries, 
wineries, or distilleries. 

C. Training of Professional and Collegiate Athletes. Professional athletes and athletes 
performing on an agreement with an educational institution to receive a scholarship or other 
benefit may train within indoor fitness facilities that otherwise would be closed under 
Subsection A above, provided they do not exceed the Mass Gathering limit. 

D. ABC Commission. If the Alcoholic Beverage Control Commission (the "ABC Commission") 
identifies other state laws, regulations, and policies that may affect bars, restaurants, and other 
dining establishments identified in this Executive Order, it is directed to inform the Office of 
the Governor in writing. Upon written authorization from the Office of the Governor, the ABC 
Commission may interpret flexibly, modify, or waive those state laws, regulations and policies, 
as appropriate, and to the maximum extent permitted under applicable state and federal law, to 
effectuate the purposes of this Executive Order. 

Section 9. Entertainment and Sporting Events in Large Venues. 

A. Intent. The intent of this Section is to permit venues to hold sporting or entertainment events, 
for the recording of and broadcast to the public, if the venue is of sufficient size to allow people 
to flow in and out of the venue in a way that would avoid creating a risk of spreading COVID-
19. 

B. Exception. Therefore, as an exception to the closure of entertainment and fitness facilities in 
Section 8 above, an entertainment or sporting venue with at least two entrances and exits and 
a stated fire capacity of at least five hundred (500) may hold a performance by entertainers, 
performers, or athletes. The venue must control the flow of people through lobbies and other 
common spaces to allow social distancing and avoid the spread of COVID-19. 

C. Treatment under Mass Gathering Limit. In this situation, and only in this situation: 
(I) entertainers, performers, and athletes, along with coaches, training, support, and broadcast 
staff, shall not count toward the Mass Gathering limit and (2) employees and other workers at 
facilities where entertainment and sporting events occur also shall not count toward the Mass 
Gathering limit. 
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D. Restrictions on Spectators. Spectators or other attendees at any sporting or entertainment 
events allowed under this Section must be no more than the Mass Gathering limit of ten ( 10) 
people indoors or more than twenty-five (25) people outdoors. Moreover, any entertainers or 
athletes must stay six (6) feet away from spectators. 

E. Requirements for Large Venue Operators. Any venue operator subject to this Section 
allowing an event permitted by this Section shall: 

1. Follow the Core Signage, Screening, and Sanitation Requirements as defined in this 
Executive Order. 

2. Increase disinfection during peak times or high customer density times, and disinfect 
all shared objects ( e.g., payment terminals, tables, countertops/bars, receipt trays, 
condiment holders) between use. 

3. Immediately isolate and remove sick workers. 

4. Any food service at sporting or entertainment events must comply with the restrictions 
set out in Section 6 of this Executive Order. Bars at sporting or entertainment events 
must remain closed. 

Section 10. Provisions from Previous Executive Orders. 

A. The provisions on schools contained in Section 4(E) of Executive Order No. 138 and signed 
on May 05, 2020 by the undersigned are incorporated by reference into this Executive Order 
and adopted as if reprinted here in full. 

B. The Long Term Care provisions contained in Section 7 of Executive Order No. 138 and signed 
on May 05, 2020 by the undersigned are incorporated by reference into this Executive Order 
and adopted as if reprinted here in full. 

C. The Local Order provisions contained in Section 8 of Executive Order No. 138 and signed on 
May 05, 2020 by the undersigned are incorporated by reference into this Executive Order and 
adopted as if reprinted here in full. The references to maximum occupancy standards for Retail 
Businesses in Section 8 of Executive Order No. 138 shall instead refer to the equivalent 
provisions in this Executive Order. 

D. Otherwise, all previous travel restrictions, orders to stay at home, and prohibitions of mass 
gatherings in Executive Orders Nos. 121 and 138 are no longer in effect and are replaced by 
this Executive Order. 

Section 11. Extension of Price Gouging Period. 

For the reasons and pursuant to the authority set forth above, the undersigned orders as follows: 

Pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. § 166A-l 9.23, the undersigned extends the prohibition against 
excessive pricing, as provided in N.C. Gen. Stat. §§ 75-37 and 75-38, from the issuance of 
Executive Order No. 116 through 5:00 pm on June 26, 2020. 

The undersigned further hereby encourages the North Carolina Attorney General to use all 
resources available to monitor reports of abusive trade practices towards consumers and make 
readily available opportunities to report to the public any price gouging and unfair or deceptive 
trade practices under Chapter 75 of the North Carolina General Statutes. 

Section 12. No Private Right of Action. 

This Executive Order is not intended to create, and does not create, any individual right, 
privilege, or benefit, whether substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity by any 
party against the State of North Carolina, its agencies, departments, political subdivisions, or other 
entities, or any officers, employees, or agents thereof, or any emergency management worker (as 
defined in N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-l 9.60) or any other person. 
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Section 13. Savings Clause. 

If any provision of this Executive Order or its application to any person or circumstances 
is held invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, this invalidity does not affect any other 
provision or application of this Executive Order, which can be given effect without the invalid 
provision or application. To achieve this purpose, the provisions of this Executive Order are 
declared to be severable. 

Section 14. Distribution. 

I hereby order that this Executive Order be: ( 1) distributed to the news media and other 
organizations calculated to bring its contents to the attention of the general public; (2) promptly 
filed with the Secretary of the North Carolina Department of Public Safety, the Secretary of State, 
and the superior court clerks in the counties to which it applies, unless the circumstances of the 
State of Emergency would prevent or impede such filing; and (3) distributed to others as necessary 
to ensure proper implementation of this Executive Order. 

Section 15. Enforcement. 

A. Pursuant to N .C. Gen. Stat.§ 166A-19.30(a)(2), the provisions of this Executive Order shall 
be enforced by state and local law enforcement officers. 

B. A violation of this Executive Order may be subject to prosecution pursuant to N.C. Gen. Stat. 
§ 166A-1 9.30(d), and is punishable as a Class 2 misdemeanor in accordance with N.C. Gen. 
Stat. § 14-288.20A. 

C. Nothing in this Executive Order shall be construed to preempt or ovetTule a court order 
regarding an individual's conduct (e.g. , a Domestic Violence Protection Order or similar 
orders limiting an individual's access to a particular place). 

Section 16. Effective Date. 

This Executive Order is effective at 5:00 pm on May 22, 2020. This Executive Order shall 
remain in effect through 5 :00 pm on June 26, 2020 unless repealed, replaced, or rescinded by 
another applicable Executive Order. An Executive Order rescinding the Declaration of the State 
of Emergency will automatically rescind this Executive Order. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto signed my name and affixed the Great Seal 
of the State of North Carolina at the Capitol in the City of Raleigh, this 20111 day of May in the year 
of our Lord two thousand and twenty. 

ATTEST: 

Secretary of State 

Case 1:20-cv-00457-WO-JLW   Document 12-7   Filed 06/05/20   Page 49 of 56



Exhibit to Declaration of Allison J. Riggs in support of Plaintiffs Motion for a Preliminary 
Injunction 

EXHIBIT 9 

NCDMW Announces Driver License Office Changes 
during COVID-19 Outbreak (last updated  

June 2, 2020), published by the  
Department of Transportation 
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D NCDMV Announces Driver License Office Changes during COVID-19 Outbreak 

NCDMV Announces Driver License 
Office Changes during COVID-19 
Outbreak 

+ 

RALEIGH - Due to concern for the health and safety of its customers and staff during 

the coronavirus outbreak, the N.C. Division of Motor Vehicles will consolidate in-person 

services to offices Large enough to maintain social distancing as defined by the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), effective Wednesday, until further notice. 

The DMV will close about 60 offices that have the fewest examiner stations or have 

office setups that make it difficult to provide customers with the recommended space 

recommended by the CDC. Customers who have appointments at those offices are being 

contacted and will be given new appointments once those offices re-open. Affected 

employees will be re-assigned to help staff at about 50 offices that are scheduled 

to remain open, or to assist at our customer service call centers. 

JUNE 2 UPDATE: This PDF Lists which offices remain open and which have now closed. 

The open offices will be transitioned to handle appointment-only visits and will Limit the 

number of customers allowed inside at the same time, depending on the office size. 

They will also no Longer conduct road tests except for commercial driver's License and 

medical reassessments. All customers for the driver License offices will be asked to 

complete a wellness questionnaire provided by the state health officials to mitigate the 

potential spread of the virus in our driver License offices. 

You can check on the status of your Local office on the DMV website. 

https://www.ncdot.gov/news/press-releases/Pages/2020/2020-03-17-ncdmv-driver-license-impact-coronavirus.aspx 1/3 

Case 1:20-cv-00457-WO-JLW   Document 12-7   Filed 06/05/20   Page 51 of 56



6/4/2020 NCDMV Announces Driver License Office Changes during COVID-19 Outbreak 

Customers who have appointments at the open offices can keep those appointments, 

except for driving tests, and will be given priority if they reschedule their appointments 

after offices re-open. 

Appointments can be made by calling the DMV customer center at (919) 715-7000. 

People who can use the offices in Cary. West Raleigh, Clayton and Goldsboro can make 

online appointments. Other offices are being added to the online aP-P-Ointment system as 

quickly as possible. 

"The safety of our customers and staff is our top priority," said DMV Commissioner 

Torre Jessup. "So we are putting in place a number of measures to better protect 

everyone from the spread of the virus. As always, we encourage everyone to conduct 

their business online if possible. We are all in this together and everyone has an 

important role to play in the safety and well-being of the public." 

The DMV services that can be handled online include License and registration renewals, 

and ordering a duplicate License and registration card. Customers are encouraged to visit 

www.ncdot.gov/dmv to review a complete List of what services are available. There are 

fake DMV websites on the internet so please make sure that you are using a website 

that includes ".gov." 

Other steps being taken include: 

• Suspending the use of mobile offices: 
• Suspending road tests except for commercial driver's License and in-office medical re­

evaluations: 
• Postponing DMV Hearings for 30 days, with exceptions for insurance Liability and 

safety responsibility hearings, which are conducted by phone: and 

• Salvage and special vehicle inspections conducted by appointment only. 

ALL these steps being taken do not apply to DMV License Plate Agencies, as all but one 

of those is operated either by a contractor or Local government. The status of those 

offices is available on the DMV website. 

For information on how to conduct your critical DMV business or if you have additional 

questions. please visit www.ncdot.gov/dmv. First or official information regarding COVID-

19, please visit ncdhhs.gov and governor.nc.gov. 

https://www.ncdot.gov/news/press-releases/Pages/2020/2020-03-17-ncdmv-driver-license-impact-coronavirus.aspx 2/3 
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Last updated 8:31 a.m. on Jun. 2, 2020 

Published Date: 

3/17/2020 

Share this page: 

© Facebook 0 Twitter 

***NCDOT*** 

https://www.ncdot.gov/news/press-releases/Pages/2020/2020-03-17-ncdmv-driver-license-impact-coronavirus.aspx 3/3 
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Exhibit to Declaration of Allison J. Riggs in support of Plaintiffs Motion for a Preliminary 
Injunction 

EXHIBIT 10 

Letter from Disability Rights North Carolina to 
members of the Davidson County Board of Elections 
and the General Counsel for the North Carolina State 

Board of Elections (Feb. 28, 2020) 
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Sent Via E-Mail Only 
February 28, 2020 

Ruth Huneycutt, Director 
Randall K. Lanier, Chairman 
Dawn L. Mitchell, Secretary 
Jon W. Myers, Member 
Rita C. Haire, Member 
Lewie Phillips, Member 
Davidson County Board of Elections 

Katelyn Love, General Counsel 
North Carolina State Board of Elections 

Disability Rights 
North Carolina 

Dear Director Huneycutt, General Counsel Love, and others: 

Disability Rights NC previously corresponded with you on February 25, 2020 about 
a voter residing in a skilled nursing facility in Davidson County who sought help 
from a Multipartisan Assistance Team ("MAT'') exercising her right to vote. 
Davidson County has not assembled a MAT and has given no indication one will be 
formed in time to assist the voter in requesting and casting her absentee ballot in 
the primary election taking place on March 3rd. See N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(4); 
8 N.C.A.C. 16.0101 (each county board of elections required to establish a MAT to 
assist individuals with disabilities residing in residential facilities to vote via 
absentee ballot). While we appreciate the reminder that a voter may request and 
cast an absentee ballot without the assistance of a MAT, it misses the point. The 
MATs exist to provide voters with disabilities critical access to the ballot when they 
do not have readily available guardians or near relatives. 

Davidson County can still act to ensure voters with disabilities who do not have a 
readily available near relative, guardian, or MAT to vote in the primary. The time 
period for a voter who is sick or has a physical disability to request an absentee 
ballot in-person remains open and does not expire until 5:00 p.m. on Monday, 
March 2nd. See N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 163-230.l(b). Cf. N.C. Gen. Stat.§ 163-230.l(a) 
(the time period for voters not covered by subsection (b) to request an absentee 

North Carolina's Protection 
and Advocacy System 

3724 National Drive 
Suite 100 
Raleigh, NC 27612 

919-856-2195 
877-235-4210 
919-856-2244 fax 
'ITY users, dial 711 

www .disabilityrightsnc.or9 
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ballot expires at 5:00 p.m. on the Tuesday before the election (February 25, 2020)). 
In instances where a near relative, guardian, or MAT is not available to assist 
individuals with disabilities request and vote their absentee ballot, the county 
board of elections must allow any person other than 

(i) an owner, manager, director, employee of the hospital, clinic, 
nursing home, or rest home in which the voter is a patient or 
resident; 
(ii) an individual who holds any elective office under the United 
States, this State, or any political subdivision of this State; 
(iii) an individual who is a candidate for nomination or election to 
such office; or 
(iv) an individual who holds any office in a State, congressional 
district, county, or precinct political party or organization, or who 
is a campaign manager or treasurer for any candidate or political 
party ... 

to assist voters in requesting, casting, and witnessing their ballot. See 
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 163-226.3(4). 

It appears employees and volunteers of non-partisan non-profit organizations who 
are otherwise not a prohibited person (as outlined above), are among those allowed 
to request and witness an absentee ballot on behalf of voters with disabilities 
without readily available near relatives, guardians, or MATs. Please advise 
immediately if you will permit representatives of Disability Rights NC or 
other non-partisan organizations to assist voters with disabilities residing 
in facilities in Davidson County with voting via absentee ballot. 

sidf--
Holly Stiles 
Litigation Counsel Voting Rights Advocate 
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Exhibit to Declaration of Allison J. Riggs in support of Plaintiffs Motion for a Preliminary 
Injunction 

EXHIBIT 11 

An Act to Provide Aid to North Carolinians in 
Response to the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) 

Crisis, Sl. 2020-3 §4.1(c) (May 4, 2020) 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

SESSION 2019 

 

SESSION LAW 2020-3 

SENATE BILL 704 

 

 

*S704-v-6* 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE AID TO NORTH CAROLINIANS IN RESPONSE TO THE 

CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019 (COVID-19) CRISIS. 

 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 

 

PART I. ECONOMIC SUPPORT 

 

WAIVE ACCRUAL OF INTEREST ON DEFERRED PAYMENT OF CORPORATE 

INCOME AND FRANCHISE TAX AND INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX AND EXTEND 

CERTAIN TAX-RELATED DEADLINES 

SECTION 1.1.(a)  Interest Waiver. – As a result of the COVID-19 outbreak, the 

Secretary of Revenue has extended the franchise, corporate income, and individual income tax 

payment deadline from April 15, 2020, to July 15, 2020, and pursuant to G.S. 105-249.2, the 

Secretary will not assess a penalty for failure to file a return or pay a tax due as long as the return 

is filed and the tax due is paid by July 15, 2020. Notwithstanding G.S. 105-241.21(b), the 

Secretary of Revenue shall also waive the accrual of interest from April 15, 2020, through July 

15, 2020, on an underpayment of tax imposed on a franchise, corporate income, or individual 

income tax return, including a partnership and estate and trust tax return, due from April 15, 

2020, through July 15, 2020. The relief from accrual of interest from April 15, 2020, through 

July 15, 2020, also includes interest imposed pursuant to G.S. 105-163.15 and G.S. 105-163.41 

for payments due on or before July 15, 2020. 

SECTION 1.1.(b)  Refund Request. – For franchise, corporate income, and 

individual income tax, the statute of limitations for obtaining a refund is extended to July 15, 

2020, for refund claims for which the statute of limitations to seek a refund expires on or after 

April 15, 2020, and before July 15, 2020. 

SECTION 1.1.(c)  Time-Sensitive Actions. – Certain actions required to be taken by 

a taxpayer on or after April 1, 2020, and before July 15, 2020, will be considered timely if the 

request or petition is filed on or before July 15, 2020. This subsection applies to requests for 

Departmental review under G.S. 105-241.11, petitions for a contested case hearing at the Office 

of Administrative Hearings under Article 3 of Chapter 150B of the General Statutes and 

G.S. 105-241.15, and petitions for judicial review under Article 4 of Chapter 150B of the General 

Statutes and G.S. 105-241.16. 

SECTION 1.1.(d)  This section is effective when it becomes law. 

 

FLEXIBILITY TO ADMINISTER UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION AND SUTA 

TAX CREDIT 

SECTION 1.2.(a)  Chapter 96 of the General Statutes is amended by adding a new 

section to read: 

"§ 96-14.15.  Emergency unemployment benefits and tax credit to respond to the 

coronavirus emergency of 2020. 

(a) Benefits Payable. – Unemployment benefits are payable in response to the 

coronavirus emergency in any of the following circumstances: 
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SECTION 3F.1.(d)  This section is effective when it becomes law and expires 30 

days after Executive Order No. 116 is rescinded. 

 

INCREASED ACCESS TO TELEHEALTH UNDER THE MEDICARE PROGRAM 

SECTION 3F.2.  The General Assembly urges the federal Centers for Medicaid and 

Medicare Services to provide reimbursement for health care delivered through audio-only 

communication, such as over the telephone, under the Medicare program in order to reduce 

barriers and increase access to health care for older adults. 

 

PART IV. CONTINUITY OF STATE GOVERNMENT/REGULATORY RELIEF 

 

EMERGENCY VIDEO NOTARIZATION 

SECTION 4.1.(a)  G.S. 10B-3 is amended by adding a new subdivision to read: 

"(7a) Emergency video notarization. – An acknowledgement, affirmation, or oath 

notarization completed by a notary in compliance with the requirements of 

G.S. 10B-25. Emergency video notarization shall not include a verification 

proof as defined in G.S. 10B-3(28)." 

SECTION 4.1.(b)  G.S. 10B-10 reads as rewritten: 

"§ 10B-10.  Commission; oath of office.office; emergency extension. 

… 

(b) The Except as provided in subsection (b1) of this section, the appointee shall appear 

before the register of deeds no later than 45 days after commissioning and shall be duly qualified 

by taking the general oath of office prescribed in G.S. 11-11 and the oath prescribed for officers 

in G.S. 11-7. 

(b1) Notwithstanding subsection (b) of this section, if the Secretary grants a commission 

after March 9, 2020, and before August 1, 2020, the appointee shall have 90 days to appear before 

the register of deeds to take the general oath of office. A register of deeds may administer the 

required oath to such appointee using video conference technology provided the appointee is 

personally known to the register of deeds or the appointee provides satisfactory evidence of the 

appointee's identity to the register of deeds. As used in this subsection, video conference 

technology and satisfactory evidence are as defined in G.S. 10B-25. 

… 

(e) If the appointee does not appear before the register of deeds within 45 days of 

commissioning, the time prescribed in this section, the register of deeds must return the 

commission to the Secretary, and the appointee must reapply for commissioning. If the appointee 

reapplies within one year of the granting of the commission, the Secretary may waive the 

educational requirements of this Chapter." 

SECTION 4.1.(c)  Part 3 of Article 1 of Chapter 10B of the General Statutes is 

amended by adding a new section to read: 

"§ 10B-25.  Emergency video notarization. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a notary may perform an emergency 

video notarization using video conference technology provided all of the requirements of this 

section are satisfied. A notary who is not satisfied that the principal's identity has been proven by 

satisfactory evidence shall not be required to complete an emergency video notarization. An 

emergency video notarization shall not change any originality verification requirements for 

recording with a register of deeds, clerk of superior court, or other government or private office 

in this State. Nothing in this section shall apply to any notarization under Article 20 of Chapter 

163 of the General Statutes. 

(b) As used in this section, video conference technology is electronic communication 

that: 

(1) Occurs in real time. 
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(1a) Allows direct interaction between the principal seeking the notary's services 

and the notary so that each can communicate simultaneously by sight and 

sound through an electronic device or process. 

(2) Includes audio with sound clear enough that each participant in the notarial 

act can hear and understand all other participants. 

(3) Has sufficient quality to allow a clear and unobstructed visual observation of 

the face of each participant, and any identification provided by the principal 

for a sufficient time to allow the notary to determine if it is satisfactory 

evidence. The notary shall determine if the time is sufficient. 

(4) Is not prerecorded video or audio or both. 

(5) May be capable of recording by means of one of the following: 

a. The video conference technology's recording and storage services. 

b. An independent video recording device. 

c. Electronically saved screenshots clearly showing each participant's 

face, identification presented by the principal, and the notarized 

document. 

(c) The requirement of personal appearance, appear in person before a notary, physical 

presence, and presence, as those terms are used in this Chapter, are satisfied for the purpose of 

an emergency video notarization if the notary is physically present in North Carolina, the 

principal verifies to the notary that he or she is physically present in North Carolina at the time 

of the notarization, the principal identifies the county where he or she is located at the time of the 

notarial act, and the principal and notary use video conference technology that complies with the 

requirements of this section. 

(d) A notary who has personal knowledge of a principal may rely on the video conference 

technology to verify the principal's identity unless the notary, in the notary's sole discretion, 

requires satisfactory evidence. A notary who does not have personal knowledge of a principal 

shall require satisfactory evidence of the principal's identity. The requirement of satisfactory 

evidence, as that term is used in this Chapter, is satisfied for the purpose of an emergency video 

notarization if identification of the principal is based on at least one document that meets all of 

the following: 

(1) Is current or, if expired, did not expire prior to March 10, 2020. 

(2) Is issued by a federal, state, or federal or state-recognized tribal government 

agency. 

(3) Bears a photographic image of the principal's face. 

(4) Has both the principal's signature and a physical description of the principal. 

(e) The notary shall use video conference technology to observe each principal sign each 

document that is to be notarized. The principal shall verbally state what documents are being 

signed for the notarial record. After the document is signed by the principal, the principal or the 

principal's designee shall do the following: 

(1) If an original wet-signed notarization on an original wet-signed document is 

not required, transmit a legible copy of the signed document to the notary by 

fax or other electronic means on the same day it was signed. The notary shall 

notarize the document on the same day the notary receives the document, and 

the notary shall transmit the notarized document back to the principal or the 

principal's designee by physical delivery, fax, or other electronic means on the 

same day the notary signed the document. 

(2) If an original wet-signed notarization on an original wet-signed document is 

required, transmit a legible copy of the signed document by fax or other 

electronic means to the notary on the same day on which the document was 

signed and also deliver the original signed document to the notary by mail or 

other physical method. The notary shall compare the original document with 
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the document transmitted by fax or other electronic means. If the faxed or 

electronic document is the same as the document received by mail or physical 

delivery, the notary shall notarize the wet signature on the original document 

and date the notarial act as of the date of the act observed using video 

conference technology and promptly transmit the original wet-notarized 

original document to the principal or the principal's designee by mail or other 

physical delivery as directed by the principal. 

(f) If the notarial act is an oath or affirmation, the notary shall administer the oath or 

affirmation to the affiant using video conference technology. 

(g) An acknowledgement or jurat certificate for an emergency video notarization shall 

include all of the following: 

(1) The North Carolina county in which the notary public was located during the 

emergency video notarization. 

(2) The North Carolina county in which the principal stated he or she was 

physically located during the emergency video notarization. 

(3) The following statement: 

I signed this notarial certificate on _________ (Date) according to the emergency video 

notarization requirements contained in G.S. 10B-25. 

(h) If an acknowledgement or jurat certificate provided to a notary does not include the 

statement required by subsection (g) of this section, the notary shall insert the statement. By 

making or giving a notarial certificate using emergency video notarization, whether or not stated 

in the certificate, a notary certifies compliance with all the requirements of this section. 

(i) A notary who performs an emergency video notarization shall record information 

about the notarization in a notary journal that is the exclusive property of the notary. The journal 

shall be retained by the notary for at least 10 years and may be maintained in electronic form. 

The notary shall keep the journal in a secure location and shall not allow another person to make 

entries in the journal. A notary may surrender the journal to the notary's employer upon 

termination of employment, but the notary shall also keep and maintain an accurate copy of the 

journal. 

(j) At a minimum, for each emergency video notarization, the notary shall include the 

following information in the journal: 

(1) The time of day when the notary observed the signing of the document by 

each principal and was presented with the principal's acceptable form of 

identification. 

(2) The date of the completion of the emergency video notarization notarial 

certificate. 

(3) The last and first name of each principal. 

(4) The type of notarial act performed. 

(5) The type of document notarized or proceeding performed. 

(6) The type of acceptable form of identification presented including, if 

applicable, the issuing agency and identification number on the identification 

presented. 

(7) The type of video conference technology used during the emergency video 

notarization. 

(8) A statement that the notary and each principal could see and hear each other. 

(9) Whether any other person was present with the principal at the time of 

signature and if so, the name of that person. 

(k) A third party involved in a transaction that utilizes an emergency video notarization 

may require additional information to be included in the journal kept by the notary under 

subsection (j) of this section such as inclusion of a recording in the notary's journal or the method 
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used by the notary to determine that a wet-signed original document is the same as the faxed or 

electronically submitted document. 

(l) As a public official, a notary shall maintain the confidentiality of a principal's 

documents at all times. 

(m) The Secretary may issue interpretive guidance or issue emergency or temporary rules 

as necessary to ensure the integrity of the emergency video notarization measures provided for 

in this section. 

(n) This section shall expire at 12:01 A.M. on August 1, 2020; provided, however, all 

notarial acts made in accordance with this section and while this section is in effect shall remain 

effective and shall not need to be reaffirmed." 

SECTION 4.1.(d)  This section is effective when it becomes law. 

 

EMERGENCY VIDEO WITNESSING 

SECTION 4.2.(a)  Chapter 10B of the General Statutes is amended by adding a new 

Article to read: 

"Article 3. 

"Video Witnessing During State of Emergency. 

"§ 10B-200.  Applicability. 

(a) This Article applies to the witnessing and signature of all records, as defined in 

G.S. 10B-3(19), signed, by a principal physically located in the State of North Carolina, on or 

after the effective date of this act. 

(b) This Article expires August 1, 2020. 

(c) No action described in this Article constitutes a notarial act, as defined in 

G.S. 10B-3(11), and no action described in this Article is governed by Article 1 or 2 of this 

Chapter. 

"§ 10B-201.  Emergency video witnessing. 

(a) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, any person who witnesses 

the signature of a record through video conference technology shall be considered an "in-person" 

witness, and the record shall be considered to have been signed by the principal signer "in the 

presence of" such witness, if the video conference technology allows for direct, real-time audio 

and video interaction between each principal signer and the witness. 

(b) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, an attesting witness to a 

record shall be considered to have signed such record in the presence of the principal signer, if 

all of the following are satisfied: 

(1) The signature of the principal signer is witnessed by the attesting witness in 

accordance with the requirements of subsection (a) of this section. 

(2) The attesting witness immediately thereafter signs such record while the video 

conference technology still allows for direct, real-time audio and video 

interaction between the principal signer and the attesting witness. 

(c) Any record witnessed pursuant to this section shall contain all of the following: 

(1) A conspicuous statement indicating that the record was witnessed by one or 

more witnesses physically located in the State of North Carolina pursuant to 

this Article. 

(2) The county in which each remote witness was physically located when 

witnessing execution of the record. 

(3) The county in which each principal signer was physically located during the 

witnessed execution of the record. 

(d) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, absent an express 

prohibition in a legal document against signing in counterparts, any record witnessed pursuant to 

this Article may be signed in counterpart, which counterparts, when combined, shall create a 

single original record." 
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Injunction 

EXHIBIT 12 

North Carolina Absentee Application and 
Certificate, made available by Pitt County, 

North Carolina 
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Absentee Application and Certificate

NCSBE v2018.02

Board Approval Date

Fraudulently or Falsely completing this form is a Class 1 felony under Chapter 163 of the N.C. General Statutes
The following people are PROHIBITED from signing the Witnesses' Certification: 

For all voters: a candidate, UNLESS the candidate is the voter’s near relative; 
For voters who are patients or residents of a hospital, clinic, nursing home, or adult care home: (1) an owner, manager, director, or employee of that 
facility; (2) an individual who holds any federal, State, or local elective office; and (3) an individual who holds office in a State, congressional district, county or precinct political 
party or organization, or who is a campaign manager or treasurer for any candidate or political party. 

Affix NON-BARCODE

Label HERE

Affix BARCODE

Label HERE

Voter’s Certification (Required) 
I am applying for an absentee ballot • I am a duly qualified voter, regis-
tered as an affiliate of the political party indicated on this application 
• All information represented on this application is correct • I am entitled 
to vote in this election • If I am an Unaffiliated voter voting in a primary 
election, I am voting in the party primary indicated on the attached 
label • If the party indicated is (UNA), I am voting a nonpartisan ballot.

I further certify that I marked the enclosed ballot (or it was marked for 
me according to my instructions) in the presence of: 

two (2) witnesses who are at least 18 years of age and who are not 
disqualified by law to witness the casting of my absentee ballot (the 
witnesses must complete the Option 1 of the Witnesses’ Certification)

OR
a notary public (the notary must complete Option 2 of the Witnesses’ 
Certification)

Signature of Voter (Required) Date
X

Name Correction (if applicable)

Signature of Assistant Date
X

Name of Assistant Address of Assistant

Voter Assistant Certification (if applicable) 
I certify that: • The voter requested my assistance • I assisted the 
Voter by marking the ballot only according to the Voter’s instruction; 
and/or I assisted the Voter in completing the Absentee Application and 
Certificate • I assisted the Voter only in the Voter’s presence • I am 
the Voter’s near relative or verifiable legal guardian, or I am providing 
assistance because a near relative or legal guardian is unavailable to 
assist the Voter.

Signature of Voter (if applicable)

Address where application and ballots should be mailed

Second Primary Request or Runoff Request
In the event that a Second Primary (or Runoff Election) is called, 
I request that an absentee application and ballot be issued to me 
and mailed to me. (Check the box to receive eligible ballots.) 

Annual Request for Illness/Disability
Due to continued or expected illness or disability, I request that 
this application be a request for absentee ballots for any other 
elections to be held this calendar year in which I am eligible to 
participate. (Check the box to receive eligible ballots.)

Witnesses’ Certification

 NOTE: A notary may not charge any fee for witnessing and affixing a notarial seal to an absentee ballot application or certificate.  [G.S. § 10B-30].

STATE OF _________________________________ 

COUNTY OF ________________________________

Option 1: Two (2) Witnesses
(Required Unless a Notary Public is the Witness)

Option 2: Notary Public as Witness
(Required Unless Two Witnesses Provided)

I certify that: • I am at least 18 years old • I am not disqualified from witnessing the ballot as 
described in the WARNING on the flap of this envelope • The Voter marked the enclosed ballot in 
my presence, or caused it to be marked in the Voter’s presence according to his/her instruction  • 
The Voter signed this Absentee Application and Certificate, or caused it to be signed • I respected 
the secrecy of the ballot and the Voter’s privacy, unless I assisted the Voter at his/her request 
[complete Voter Assistant Certification section].

Street Address (Required)

City, State and Zip (Required)

Signature (Required)

Date

Witness #1

Street Address (Required)

City, State and Zip (Required)

Signature (Required)

Date

Witness #2

I certify that: on the ____________ day of ____________________________, 20 ________, the Voter: 
_________________________________________ personally appeared before me, was positively 
identified, and in my presence, the Voter marked the enclosed ballot, or caused it to be marked in the Voter’s 
presence according to his/her instruction • The Voter signed this Absentee Application and Certificate, or 
caused it to be signed • I am at least 18 years old • I am not disqualified from witnessing the ballot as 
described in the WARNING on the flap of this envelope • I respected the secrecy of the ballot and the privacy
of the Voter, unless I assisted the Voter at his/her request [complete Voter Assistant Certification section].       

SEAL
Notary Public   Commission Expiration Date
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Exhibit to Declaration of Allison J. Riggs in support of Plaintiffs Motion for a Preliminary 
Injunction 

EXHIBIT 13 

Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot, made available by 
the Federal Voting Assistance Program 
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If you do not receive your absentee ballot in enough time to meet 
your state’s deadlines, use this ballot as a backup. If you send in this 
ballot and receive your state’s ballot later, you should fill out and 
return your state ballot as well. Your election office will count only one 
ballot.

The following require you to register and request an absentee ballot 
before filling out this form: AL, AS, AR, CT, FL, GU, HI, ID, IL, IN, KS, 
LA, NH, NJ, NM, NY, PA, PR, RI, SD, TX, WI, WV, and WY. If your state 
or territory is listed, complete a Federal Post Card Application (FPCA) 
online at FVAP.gov.

If you already registered and requested a ballot, send in the Voter 
Information page and the Official Backup Ballot.   

Please be aware that some states will accept this form as 
registration and as an absentee ballot request for future elections.

Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot Use this form if you are:

1. Fill out your Voter Information page completely and accurately.

2. Carefully fill out and seal your Official Backup Ballot. 

3. Assemble your documents for mailing.

•	 Your U.S. voting residence address is used to determine where 
you are eligible to vote absentee. For military voters, it is 
usually your last address in your state of legal residence. For 
overseas citizens, it is usually the last place you lived before 
moving overseas. You do not need to have any current ties 
with this address. DO NOT write a PO Box # in section 2.

•	 Most states allow you to provide a Driver’s License number or 
the last 4 digits of your SSN. Some states require a full SSN. 
See your state’s guidelines at FVAP.gov.

•	 If you cannot receive mail at your mailing address, please 
specify a mail forwarding address.

•	 Most states require you to specify a political party to vote in 
primary elections. This information may be used to register 
you with a party.

•	 Section 6 Requirements: Alabama requires two witness 
signatures; Alaska, Virginia and Wisconsin, require one 
witness signature; Puerto Rico requires your mother’s and 
father’s first name; Vermont requires a voter’s oath. Additional 
state instructions can be found at FVAP.gov.

•	 Remember to sign the bottom of the Voter Information page! 

Questions?

You can vote wherever you are. This is how. 

•	 DO NOT sign your ballot or include any personal information. 
Keep your ballot anonymous.

•	 If  using a self-sealing form, remove the adhesive liner, fold and 
seal tightly.

•	 If you printed out the form, fold the voted ballot and seal it in an 
envelope marked “ballot enclosed”.

•	 Put your Voter Information page and Official Backup Ballot into 
the mailing envelope.

•	 You can find the address for your election office at FVAP.gov.
•	 All states accept this form by mail, but they vary on email and 

fax. See your state’s rules in the Voting Assistance Guide online 
at FVAP.gov.

Email vote@fvap.gov

Agency Disclosure Statement
The public reporting burden for this collection of 
information is estimated to average 15 minutes per 
response, including time to review instructions, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, 
and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information. Send comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any other aspect of this collection of 
information, including suggestions for reducing the 
burden to: Department of Defense, Washington 
Headquarters Services, Executive Services 
Directorate, Information Management Division, 4800 
Mark Center Dr., East Tower, Suite 03F09, Alexandria, 
VA 22350-3100. [OMB Control #0704-0502]. 
Respondents should be aware that notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, no person shall be subject 
to any penalty for failing to comply with a collection of 
information if it does not display a currently valid OMB 
control number. DO NOT RETURN YOUR FORM TO 
THE ADDRESS ABOVE.

Privacy Advisory

When completed, this form contains personally 
identifiable information and is protected by the 
Privacy Act of 1974, as amended.
                        

On active duty in the Uniformed 
Services or Merchant Marine

An eligible spouse or dependent

A U.S. citizen living outside the 
United States
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Email:

Alternate email:

Phone:

Fax:

4. What is your contact information? This is so election officials can reach you about your request.
Provide the country code and area code with your phone and fax number. Do not use a Defense Switched Network (DSN) number.

Voter Information
Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB)
Print clearly in blue or black ink, please see back for instructions.

1. Who are you? Pick one.

3. Where are you now? You MUST give your CURRENT contact information.

5. What are your preferences for future elections?

Email or online
Mail

Fax

C. What is your 
political party for 
primary elections?

6. What additional information must you provide?
The following need more information:  Alabama, Alaska, Puerto Rico, Vermont, Virginia and Wisconsin, see back for instructions.  Additional 
state instructions can be found at FVAP.gov.

7. You must read and sign this statement.
I swear or affirm, under penalty of perjury, that:                                 

Standard Form 186 (Rev.04-2019), OMB No. 0704-0502

Some states allow you to use this form to register and request 
ballots for future elections. Visit FVAP.gov for more details.  

The information on this form is true, accurate, and complete to the best of my knowledge. I understand that a material misstatement of fact in 
completion of this document may constitute grounds for conviction of perjury.
I am a U.S. citizen, at least 18 years of age (or will be by the day of election), eligible to vote in the requested jurisdiction, and
I am not disqualified to vote due to having been convicted of a felony or other disqualifying offense, nor have I been adjudicated mentally  
incompetent; or if so, my voting rights have been reinstated; and
I am not registering, requesting a ballot, or voting in any other jurisdiction in the United States, except the jurisdiction cited in this voting form. 
In voting, I have marked and sealed this ballot in private and have not allowed any person to observe the marking of this ballot, except those 
authorized to assist voters under State and Federal law.                                                          

Your mailing address. (Different from above) Your mail forwarding address. (If different from mailing address)

Your voting materials will not be sent to this address. See instructions on other side of form.

Street address

City, town, village

County ZIP

State  

Apt #

2. What is your U.S. voting residence address?

B. How do you want to
receive voting materials
from your election office?

Have you already registered and 
requested an absentee ballot? 

/ /
 This information is for official use only. Any unauthorized release may be punishable by law.                        Previous editions are obsolete.                        

X Today’s date
(MM/DD/YYYY)

Sign here 

 I am a U.S. citizen living outside the country, and I intend to return.
 I am a U.S. citizen living outside the country, and my intent to return is uncertain.
 I am a U.S. citizen living outside the country, and I have never lived in the United States.

I am an eligible spouse or dependent.For absent Uniformed 
Service members, their 
families, and citizens 
residing outside the 
United States.      

 -OR- 

/ /

Last name

First name

Middle name

Driver’s license or State ID #

Birth date (MM/DD/YYYY)

Previous names (if applicable)

Suffix (Jr., II) 

Social Security Number

 I am on active duty in the Uniformed Services or Merchant Marine 

Female
MaleSex

A. Do you want to register and 
request a ballot for all elections 
you are eligible to vote in? No

Yes
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Official Backup Ballot
Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB)

Vote by writing the NAME or PARTY of the 
candidates you choose. To find out about 
specific federal candidates and races go to 
FVAP.gov.Print clearly in blue or black ink.

•	This ballot can be used to vote for federal offices. 
•	DO NOT write your name or any identifying number (SSN, driver’s license) on this ballot.
•	Photocopy this page if you require additional room for candidates or ballot initiatives.
•	If you are voting in American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, or the U.S. Virgin Islands, you may vote for Delegate or 

Resident Commissioner, and in presidential primaries. 
•	State laws vary about using the FWAB for other offices like Governor or Mayor. Learn more online at FVAP.gov.  

Instructions

Federal offices

President and Vice President

U.S. Senator

U. S. Representative, Delegate, or
Resident Commissioner to Congress

Non-federal offices

Office Candidate name Political party

Ballot initiatives or other items

  Standard Form 186 (Rev.04-2019), OMB No. 0704-0502   
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Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot
Official Ballot

Fold your ballot and keep it private. Put it in the envelope.

Private
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2

Ballot

1
Voter 

Information

3

Fold in half

Fold and seal

Voter 
Information

Mailing 
Envelope

Official Ballot  
Private

Voter 
Information

Official Ballot  
Private

STOP
Before you seal this envelope:

1.	Sign and fold your Voter Information page.
2.	Fold and seal your Official Backup Ballot.
3.	Put both inside this envelope, and mail it 

to your election office. The address can be 
found at FVAP.gov.

For election officials:

This is an official Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot 
authorized by 52 U.S.C. § 20301.

If you have questions about it, contact your State officials.
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From
(Your name and mailing address.)

International airmail postage is required if not mailed using the 
U.S. Postal Service, APO/FPO/DPO system, or diplomatic pouch.

I have enclosed my ballot for the __ /____ election.
MM YYYY

U.S. Postage Paid
39 USC 3406

PAR AVION

OFFICIAL ABSENTEE BALLOTING MATERIAL – FIRST CLASS MAIL

NO POSTAGE NECESSARY IN THE U.S. MAIL – DMM 703.8.0

(Fill in the address of your election office. The address can be found online at FVAP.gov.)

To

Case 1:20-cv-00457-WO-JLW   Document 12-8   Filed 06/05/20   Page 15 of 39



Exhibit to Declaration of Allison J. Riggs in support of Plaintiffs Motion for a Preliminary 
Injunction 

EXHIBIT 14 

Recommendations for Election Polling Locations, 
published by the CDC 
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Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19)

Recommendations for Election Polling Locations
Interim guidance to prevent spread of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)

Background
There is much to learn about the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) that causes coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). Based on
what is currently known about SARS-CoV-2 and about similar coronaviruses, spread from person-to-person happens most
frequently among close contacts (within about 6 feet). This type of transmission occurs via respiratory droplets. Transmission
of SARS-CoV-2 to persons from surfaces contaminated with the virus has not been documented. Transmission of coronavirus
in general occurs much more commonly through respiratory droplets than through contact with contaminated surfaces.
Current evidence suggests that SARS-CoV-2 may remain viable for hours to days on surfaces made from a variety of materials.
Cleaning of visibly dirty surfaces followed by disinfection is a best practice measure for prevention of COVID-19 and other viral
respiratory illnesses in election polling locations.

Purpose
This guidance provides recommendations on the routine cleaning and disinfection of polling location areas and associated
voting equipment (e.g., pens, voting machines, computers). It suggests actions that polling station workers can take to reduce
the risk of exposure to COVID-19 by limiting the survival of the virus in the environment. This guidance will be updated if
additional information becomes available.

De�nitions:

Community settings (e.g. polling locations, households, schools, daycares, businesses) encompass most non-healthcare
settings and are visited by the general public.

Cleaning refers to the removal of dirt and impurities including germs from surfaces. Cleaning alone does not kill germs.
But by removing them, it decreases the number of germs and therefore any risk of spreading infection.

Disinfecting kills germs on surfaces. Disinfecting works by using chemicals to kill germs on surfaces. This process does
not necessarily clean dirty surfaces or remove germs. But killing germs remaining on a surface after cleaning further
reduce any risk of spreading infection.

Updated March 27, 2020

Summary of changes:

Encourage moving election polling locations away from long term care facilities and facilities housing older persons to
minimize COVID-19 exposure among older individuals and those with chronic medical conditions.

Updated EPA COVID Disinfectant link.

Actions for elections o�cials in advance of election day

Encourage voters to use voting methods that minimize direct contact with other people and reduce crowd size at
polling stations.

Encourage mail-in methods of voting if allowed in the jurisdiction.

Encourage early voting, where voter crowds may be smaller throughout the day. This minimizes the number of
individuals a voter may come in contact with.

Encourage drive-up voting for eligible voters if allowed in the jurisdiction.

Encourage voters planning to vote in-person on election day to arrive at o�-peak times. For example, if voter
crowds are lighter mid-morning advertise that in advance to the community

Case 1:20-cv-00457-WO-JLW   Document 12-8   Filed 06/05/20   Page 17 of 39

https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html



