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PeTITION

?0: THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF STATE INSTITUTIONS

Comes now Nora Singleton, Eliza Edwards, Hurley Anderson

and James White, parents and next friends of minors Willle

' Carl Slngleton, Audrey Nell Edwards, JoAnn Anderson, and

Samuel White, by and through their undersigned attorney, and
petiticn sald Board of Commissioners of State Institutlons for
the release of sald Jjuveniles from their present detention

in the Florida State Schools for Boys and Girls.

In support of said petition the following is alleged:

l. That sald Juveniles are detained in the Florida State
School for Boys at Marianna, Florida and the Florlda State
School for Girls at Lowell, Florida pursuant to the Judgment
and order of the Judge of the St. Johns Oounty Juvenile
Court adjudging them to be delinquents within the meaning of
the Florida Statutes, Seotlion 39.0l1. 8aild Judgmeht and
Order were entered on Tuesday, July 23, 1963. .

2. That the basis of ! finding of delinquency by the
Juvenile COourt was the partioipation by sald Juvenlles 4in a
"sit-1n" demonstratlion in protest against racial segregation
in St. Augustine, Florida. Saild Juveniles did nothlng more
than seek service in stores which refusel to serve members of
thelr raoe,’ind falled to obey the commands of the proprietor
to leave the premises,

3. That a motion for release of sald Juveniles to
the custody of ths petitioning parents or on ball was denled
by the Juvenlle Court on August 27, 1963 on the grounds that
the parents of saild juvenlles would not accept custody under

conditions barring the juvenlles from engaging in piocketing

Court, on a second motlon for release of sald juveriles, these
petitloning parents acqulesced in the conditions for probation

previously set by sald Oourt. The motion was denled on January
5, 1963,

S

and other demonstrations in protest agalnst racial discrimination,

4, That at a hearing December 12, 1963 before sald Juvenile
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‘awalts deoision by the’ Suprem Oourt of the-’ Unlted States.
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5. That sald juvenlles have been 1ncarq§:gtéd for over i
five months for an infraction of the law not 1AVo1v1ng any

showing of basic criminal tendencies or 1ncorrigib111ty. To

the contrary the juveniles partioipated in w; ﬁvthey conce1104;j 

to be free speech protests against unfair raoiélgindignities.

There wasg no property taken or deatroyed, no vlolence or harm
o B

done to anyone present. Tha juvenilea sought’ on.tho commuﬁ: ate;
A T
thelr bellefs in raclal desegregation to the conscienoe of tho

store owners of St. Auguatine, Florida. The 1saue of whether

i

a trespass law Oan be uagd tofenforce racial segquation now .
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It is all the more 1mperativa t0 save said Juvenilee from presont”

punishment ‘when the(basls of the adjudication of delinquency

s
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involves substantlal constlitutional questions and may shortly be
found volid. ,

6. ‘That said Juv;nilea have not been granted the hearing%
on appeal from the judgment of- the Juvenile Court before '
the Distriot Oourt within the 30 §ays qandatedmbvaec. 39.14

of the Florida Statutes. As the rinal disposition of the

appeals has been greatly delayed, and no 1ndication haa

been given of when such appeala may be heard, releaso: |

‘i,

said Juveniles is all the more preseing.
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