
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE 

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

HOUSTON DIVISION 

Alberto Patino, et al.,   ) 

      ) 

___________________________________ ) 

 Plaintiff(s),    ) 

      ) 

  v.    )  Civil Action No. 

      )  H-14-3241 

City of Pasadena    ) 

___________________________________ ) 

 Defendant(s).    ) 

 

UNOPPOSED MOTION TO PRECLEAR RUNOFF PROCEDURES 

In its judgment of January 6, 2017, the Court ordered that no change in a voting 

qualification, standard, practice, or procedure be enforced unless it is first submitted to the 

Attorney General of the United States or to this Court for a finding that the qualification, standard, 

practice, or procedure does not have the purpose and will not have the effect of denying or 

abridging the right to vote on account of race or color or in contravention of the voting guarantees 

set forth in 52 U.S.C, § 10303(f)(2). Patino v City of Pasadena, No. H-14-3241, Final Judgment 

and Order of Injunction. (Doc. 162).  This requirement continues until June 30, 2023, and the Court 

has retained jurisdiction until that time. Id.  The May 6 election for the city council necessitated a 

runoff in two single-member districts.  The runoff, slated for June 10, 2023, will be the last election 

conducted before the preclearance requirement set out in this Court’s 2017 order expires. 
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 Because no candidate obtained a majority in the May 6 election, a runoff will be required 

in council districts A and G.  District A is the most heavily Hispanic district in the city with 71.03 

percent Spanish surname registered voters (SSRV).  District G is the sixth most heavily Hispanic 

district with 44.33 percent SSRV. In both Districts A and G, the candidates who qualified for the 

runoff have Spanish surnames—Ignacia Garcia and Ruben Villarreal in District A and Paola 

Velasco and Ornaldo Ybarra in District G.  A copy of the May 6 canvass and order calling the 

runoff election is attached as Exhibit A.1   

 As was the case with the May general election, the runoff will be conducted through a 

contract with Harris County.  While multiple Harris County jurisdictions conducted elections on 

May 6, resulting in polling places throughout the county, Pasadena is the only entity contracting 

with the county to conduct an election that requires a runoff.  Thus, other than the opportunity to 

cast an in-person early vote at the downtown Houston Harris County Administration Building, all 

the polling locations will be in Pasadena. 

The Date of the Runoff 

The date for the runoff is Saturday, June 10, 2023.  Although the specific date is a matter 

of choice, statute requires that it be no earlier than the 20th day and no later than the 45th day after 

the final canvass of the main election.  Tex. Elec. Code, § 2.025(a).  June 10, which is the 25th day 

following the canvass, falls within the statutorily prescribed window.  

  

 
1 Assuming that all the candidates with Spanish surnames are Hispanic, which we believe is the case, and 
since all the candidates in the two races that remain to be decided have Spanish surnames, we know that 
the 2022 redistricting plan resulted in five of the eight city council districts being represented by Hispanics.  
Additionally, District D is represented by Ms. Van Houte who was unopposed for election in 2023.  During 
the Patino trial it was established that she was a candidate of Hispanic choice.  In the May 6 election, no 
non-Hispanic candidates prevailed when running against one or more Hispanic candidates. 
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Polling Places 

 Early Voting 

 In-person early voting will be conducted at the Harris County Administration Building in 

central Houston where the county elections office is located.  Additionally, two early voting sites 

will be provided in Pasadena, one in each of the two districts in which a runoff will be conducted.  

The John Phelps Courthouse is located in District A, and the Cleveland Ripley Neighborhood 

Center is in District G.  Both served as early voting and election-day polling places during the May 

6 election, so people recognize them as places to vote.  During the May 6 election, there was a 

third early voting site in Pasadena, but in that election all Pasadena residents were eligible to vote 

in either the election for their council representative or in the Crime Control and Prevention District 

special election or both.2 

 There will be eight days of in-person early voting, and that period will include voting on a 

Saturday and Sunday.  This is the same number of days and the same amount of weekend voting 

as in the 2021 runoff election, which was the last runoff election in the city. 

 Election-Day 

 There will be two election-day polling places in Pasadena—one in each of the two districts 

in which a runoff is being held.  Because Harris County is a vote center county, voters can choose 

to vote in either so long as they reside in one of the two districts in which there is a runoff.  The 

two election-day sites are the same sites that will used for early voting in the runoff, and both were 

used as election-day polling places in those two districts on May 6.  There was one additional 

 
2 There were contested races in six of the city’s eight single-member districts.  Additionally, all residents 
could vote in the election relating to continuation of the Crime Control and Prevention District.  Most 
Pasadena residents’ ballots also contained contested races for trustee positions in the Pasadena Independent 
School District and San Jacinto College.  In the June 10 runoff election only the residents of Districts A 
and G will be eligible to vote, and their ballot will contain only one race—i.e., either the District A or 
District G council race. 
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polling place in each of the two districts during the general election, but it is customary to have 

fewer sites in a runoff where turn-out is typically lower.3  Further, the vast majority of ballots in 

the two districts in the May election were cast early—69.4 percent of the District A ballots and 

74.5 percent of the District G ballots.  Indeed, even in the unlikely event that the same number of 

election-day voters voted in the two districts as did on May 6, it would amount to only ten voters 

per hour in District A and 15 per hour in District G.  It is safe to say that there should be no wait 

time to cast a vote at either location.  The city will post signs in English and Spanish at the May 6 

polling places in Districts A and G that are not being used in the June runoff directing anyone who 

seeks to vote there to the location of polling places that are in use. 

CONCLUSION 

 The City of Pasadena respectfully requests that the Court find that the date of the June 10, 

2023, the dates and sites for early voting, and the sites for election-day voting have neither the 

purpose or effect of denying or abridging the right to vote on account of race or language minority 

status. 

CERTIFICATE OF CONFERENCE 

I have shared this motion and proposed order with Nina Perales, the attorney for the 

plaintiff in this cause, and I am authorized to represent that the plaintiff does not oppose the motion 

for preclearance. 

  

 
3 The most recent council runoff was in 2021 and involved Districts B and E.  In those districts the election-
day turnout in the runoff produced 57 percent of the election-day votes cast in the District B general election 
and 69 percent of the election-day votes cast in District E.  A lower turnout is also to be expected because 
there will be only the one race on the ballot as opposed to seven races (city council district, Crime Control 
proposition, three school trustee positions, and two college trustee positions) on the May 6 ballot.  
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 Respectfully submitted, 
 

By: ___/s/ C. Robert Heath  
 
C. ROBERT HEATH 
State Bar No. 09347500 
BICKERSTAFF HEATH DELGADO ACOSTA LLP 
3711 S. Mopac Expressway 
Building One, Suite 330 
Austin, Texas 78746 
Telephone: (512) 472-8021 
Facsimile: (512) 320-5638 
bheath@bickerstaff.com 
 
Attorneys for the City of Pasadena 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

This is to certify that a true and correct copy of the foregoing document has been served 
via electronic filing service provider, email, facsimile, and/or Certified Mail Return Receipt 
Requested to all parties of record listed below on this the 17th day of May 2023. 
 
Nina Perales 
Vice President of Litigation 
Mexican American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund, Inc. (MALDEF) 
110 Broadway Suite 300 
San Antonio, TX 78205 
ph. (210) 224-5476 
fax (210) 224-5382 
www.maldef.org 
 
 

 ____/s/ C. Robert Heath   
C. Robert Heath 
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EXHIBIT A 
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