
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE 

NASHVILLE DIVISION 
 

 
JESSIE D. McDONALD, 
 

Petitioner, 
 
v. 
 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION and TENNESSEE 
ELECTIONS COMMISION, 
 

Respondents. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 
 
No. 3:19-cv-00072 
Judge Aleta A. Trauger 
 

 
 

ORDER 

 Before the court are petitioner Jessie D. McDonald’s (1) Petition for Writ of Mandamus 

and Prohibition, which the court construes as a complaint against the Federal Communications 

Commission (“FCC”) and Tennessee Elections Commission, challenging an FCC rule that 

excludes independent political candidates from the FCC’s “equal time” provision that applies to 

majority party candidates (Doc. No. 1); (2) Application to Proceed in District Court Without 

Prepaying Fees or Costs (Doc. No. 2); and (3) Motion for Leave to File Accompanying Petition 

(Doc. No. 3). 

 In September 2005, the undersigned entered an Order barring petitioner Jessie D. 

McDonald from filing any future civil litigation in forma pauperis. McDonald v. Summers, No. 

3:05-cv-0243 (M.D. Tenn. Sept. 15, 2005) (Doc. No. 25) (Memorandum and Order accepting 

report and recommendation) (“September 2005 Order”). In June 2011, in an order entered in the 

same proceeding, the court assessed a $1,000 sanction against McDonald for continuing to file 

frivolous pleadings in this court in violation of Rule 11 and previous court orders. McDonald v. 
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Summers, No. 3:05-cv-0243 (M.D. Tenn. June 13, 2011) (Doc. No. 68) (Memorandum and Order 

accepting report and recommendation) (“June 2011 Order”), aff’d sub nom McDonald v. Cooper, 

471 F. App’x 494, 495 (6th Cir. 2012). In the June 2011 Order, the court expressly barred 

McDonald from “filing any further litigation in this court until all outstanding sanctions in this and 

other cases are paid; and that any future cases filed by the petitioner in this District not be accepted 

for filing absent a specific order by a District Judge allowing such a filing.” June 2005 Order at 5. 

 The September 2005 Order established that McDonald is not authorized to proceed in 

forma pauperis in a civil matter in this court. The June 2011 Order established that he is not entitled 

to pursue a civil matter in this court at all unless and until he has paid in full the sanction assessed 

against him in 2011. The Clerk of Court confirms that McDonald has paid only $525 toward the 

$1,000 sanction. 

 Accordingly, the in forma pauperis application (Doc. No. 2) and the Motion for Leave 

(Doc. No. 3) are both DENIED, and this case is DISMISSED under Rule 41(b) for failure to 

comply with previous court orders. 

 It is so ORDERED. 

 
       
Aleta A. Trauger 
United States District Judge 
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