








Report issued in 1986,2 the "relevant community" to be considered in determining the 

reasonableness of an attorney's hourly rate is generally "the hourly rate prevailing in the forum 

in which the litigation is lodged" (the "forum rate"), unless "the need for 'the special expertise 

of counsel from a distant district' is shown or when local counsel are unwilling to handle the 

case." See Interfaith Community Organization v. Honeywell Intern, Inc., 426 F. 3d 694, 704 (3d 

Cir. 2005); Public Interest Research Group ofNew Jersey, Inc. v. Windall, 51 F.3d 1179, 1186 

(3d Cir. 1995). 

Here, the hourly fees sought by Plaintiffs attorneys are based upon rates prevailing in the 

Pittsburgh and Philadelphia legal markets, where the attorneys' offices are based. Specifically, 

Plaintiffs Philadelphia-based attorney, Robin Resnick ("Resnick"), is billed at the rate of 

$435.00/hr., while Plaintiffs Pittsburgh-based attorney, Andrew Favini ("Favini"), is billed at 

the rate of $240. 00/hr. While there is little doubt that Plaintiffs attorneys possess special 

expertise in advocating for the rights of disabled individuals, such expertise was not required in 

this case, as this was essentially a discovery dispute regarding the release of records. 

Additionally, Plaintiff has failed to show that local counsel was unwilling to handle this case. 

Plaintiffs argument that it would have been difficult to retain outside counsel to pursue this 

matter because of confidentiality concerns regarding the sharing of T .L. 's information is 

baseless. The merits ofT.L.'s underlying civil rights claims were not at issue here. The 

information publicized in the documents filed by Plaintiff in this case is all that an outside 

counsel would have required to pursue this action. 

There being no special expertise that was required in this case, the Court finds that the 

forum rate applies. In this regard, Defendant has submitted the affidavit of Neal R. Devlin, 

Court Awarded Attorneys Fees, 108 F.R.D. 237, 60-62 (1986). 
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