1§ THE GNITED STATES ZISTRICT COURT FOR Tilg
.HIDDLB DISTRICT OF ALADAKA
RORTHEAN DIVISION

UXITED STATES OF AMERICA,
' * Plaintiff,
CIVIL ACTION 30,_)741-)
ANXNSWER ~~

Ve

GEORGE PENTON, MRS, SAKUELLA P,
WILLIS, RECISTRARS OF VOTERS OF
NONTCOHMERY COUNTY, ALABAMAj

an2 STATE OF ALADANA,

Defendants,

Jefondants Ceorze Penton and Yrg, Sexcella P, ¥illis,
as uenbers of ;he Board of Registrars of Rortzomery County,

| Alabana, for acswer to the Cozplaint, say:

1, Defendanﬁ Board Members deay that tiere has bdeen
any person engzaged iz, or that any person is about to enzaze
in, any act or practice under color of any constitutional
provision, statute, custou, usage or rezulation of the State
of Alabara, or any subdivision thereof, whica dcprchd o; would
deprive any other person in Hontgonmery County, Alabara, the
;;ght to vote, based upon racs, color or previous condictiun
of servitude, who was otherwise qualifiel 5y law to vote,
and therefore deny that this action arises under Part‘lv of
the Civil 2ights Acé of 1957 (42 VeSeT 1272, 71 Stat, €37),
a3 anmended by the Civil Rights Act of 190 (73 Stat, 90),

‘ 2, Answering paragraph 2 of tie Complaint, Defendant
Board Hembers adopt the sane anavur'zivon for rarazraph 1,

3. Defendanc Board Members deny that tic State of
Alabara is a proper party defendant wnier 42.TeSeCe 1871(c)
and under (Section 601(b) Civil Rights Act ol 1960),

4, Defendant Joari Hemders adnit rarazrajyh 4, of the




54 ?Pefendant Doard Hembcrs.admit pazazgraph 5, of
the Jomplaint, :

G. Defendant 3oard Hembers admit paragraph 6, of
the Complaint and aver the Alabaria statutes making registration
a prerogqulsite to votinz in aay elcction ave Tltie 17, Section
12, Code of Alabara 1940, as asexnled 1553, and Title 17,

Section 31, Code of Alada=a 1340, as amended 19359,

Te Defendant Doar! Memdbers admit parazraph 7. of the
Corplaine,
8, Defenlient Doard lembers neitier admit nor deny

paragrapi 8, of the Sonplaint and aver they are without

knovlelze or information sufficicnt to for: a belisf af the
allezations contained therein as of the late of this anawer,
3 Defenlant Doar! Heubers doay that they and previous

nenbars of the Board, conducting reziscration fer votiag in

ieatgonery Couuty, Alabania, eve engazed ia racially Jlsceia-
inatory acts and practices aunl, further answoring parazrarph Je ;
ol the Uonmplaint, Dcfe:dan: ﬂoaéd fombers: P
(a) Deny.they apply Jiffsrent acd mere stringent [
registrazioa procedures and standarls to
Negro applicants thau to white appiicants
for rezigstration lun detaernining whether or
not such applicants are cualified to ra-ister
and to votz}
(b) Dneny they ir zny nanncr delay the rcgi;tration
of Xerroces;
. {e) Deny they refuse to rozlszer qualified Nezro
;pplicau:s; )
(d) Aluit that ;hey lo not notify He;ro applicants
of the rejcctlon of thoir appiications anl che

- reasons for qnch rejection, Ddofendant Doard

Hecbders further aver tiuat they do net notify

either whlte or liggro applicants of the rejection l



rejection. Lefendant Board Members further
aver that all persoas, white or Hogrb, are
troated precisely the same in regard to
notification of the rejecfion of applicatiou.*
to fe;ister to vote and the reasona for such
rcjection,.

Furtiier answeriug parageapi 9. 27 the donplaint,

efoalant Board Mecbers aver tie rejection of any application

|19

to rezister g5 an eloctor in this State is subject to
aliuinistrative review uader the provisious of Title 17, Section
34, Code of Alabana 1940, and jadicici reviev under tie
rovisions of Title 17, Jectiorn 35, Code of Alabana 1940,

a:i. tiaat no gach judicial deterzination in the Circuit Courc
of MMontzouery; County, Aladbana, Las been rzquested within
tli¢ past ten years.,

10, Defeandant Board Meubers Jeny the allezations con-
taiued in paragraph 10, of tie Complaiat,

11, Defendant Doard illenbers deny the allezations con-
taiuci in pararraph 1l. of the €o.:plaint,

12, DJefen’laut Beard lle:iwwers leny the allegations con-
taianel in parazraph 12, of the Couplaint,

wiEnFlis, the l2efendaut Zoard l‘ezbers Jdoay that the
Plaintiff is entitle.l to tho relief asked and pray to Uc¢

Cicrigsed with their costs sustaicel in this belalf,

4

s S Z.
ILLIAA P, THETFORY,
Circuit Solicitor, 15tk Judicial
Circuit of Alaba=a, as ittorney

for Dofendaut Doaru Meubers,

Reon 303 Montgonery County lourt ouse,
Montzonery, Alabama.

I eertify that a copy of the forezoln~ Answer was sorved

upen Robert F, Kennely,Esq., Attorney Ceneral of the United




Jeln voar, Esg., Attorusy, Departmest of Juatice, and -

HacJonald Gallion, Esq,, Attorney General of Alabana, by

depositing a copy thereof in the United States Mall, postazc

prepald, properly addressed, to their respective oZfices,

on the _ljg_ day of August, 1961,

Attornoy for Defofdant
Board Nembers.
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