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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TALLAHASSEE DIVISION 
 

  Case No.: 
BILL NELSON FOR U.S. SENATE, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 
v. 
 
KEN DETZNER, in his official capacity 
as Florida Secretary of State, 
 

Defendant. 
________________________________/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
NOTICE OF REMOVAL 

 
Defendant, the Florida Secretary of State Detzner, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 

1441-1446 and Northern District of Florida Local Rule 7.2, hereby gives notice of 

removal of this action from the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial Circuit, in and 

for Leon County, Florida, to this Court. As grounds for removal, the Secretary states 

as follows: 

1. This action was commenced in the Circuit Court of the Second Judicial 

Circuit, in and for Leon County, Florida, as Case No. 2018 CA 002443, by the filing 

of a Complaint against the Secretary. A copy of the Complaint is attached as 

Exhibit A.
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2. The Complaint brings a claim for violation of the U.S. Constitution. 

See Exhibit A at ¶¶ 1, 15, 24, 26, 28, 33, 37. 

3. As a result of this claim, this is a case arising under the laws of the 

United States over which this Court has original jurisdiction, and which is removable 

without regard to the citizenship of the parties. See 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331, 1441. The 

remaining claims are within the Court’s supplemental jurisdiction. Regardless, the 

entire action may be removed.  28 U.S.C. § 1441(c)(1). 

4. The Northern District of Florida, Tallahassee Division, embraces the 

place where the state court action is pending. See 28 U.S.C. § 1441(a); N.D. Fla. 

Loc. R. 3.1(A)(3). 

5. The Secretary is simultaneously filing a Notice of Removal pursuant to 

28 U.S.C. § 1446(d) with the Clerk of the Court for the Circuit Court in and for Leon 

County, Florida, and giving written notice to all other parties. 

6. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1446 and Northern District of Florida Local 

Rule 7.2, true and legible copies of all process, pleadings, motions, and orders served 

upon the Secretary, or otherwise on file in the state court, are attached as composite 

Exhibit B. 
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Respectfully submitted by: 
 
BRADLEY R. MCVAY (FBN 79034) 
  Interim General Counsel          
  brad.mcvay@dos.myflorida.com  
ASHLEY E. DAVIS (FBN 48032) 

        Deputy General Counsel 
        ashley.davis@dos.myflorida.com 
      FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
      R.A. Gray Building Suite, 100 
      500 South Bronough Street 
      Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 
      (850) 245-6536 / (850) 245-6127 (fax) 
 
      /s/ Gary V. Perko    

MOHAMMAD O. JAZIL (FBN 72556) 
        mjazil@hgslaw.com 
      GARY V. PERKO (FBN 855898) 
        gperko@hgslaw.com 
      MALCOLM N. MEANS  (FBN 0127586) 
        mmeans@hgslaw.com 
      HOPPING GREEN & SAMS, P.A.  
      119 South Monroe Street, Suite 300  
      Tallahassee, Florida 32301 
      (850) 222-7500 / (850) 224-8551 (fax) 
 
Dated:  November 16, 2018  Counsel for the Secretary of State 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  
 

 I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was 

served via electronic mail through the Court’s CM/ECF system to all counsel of 

record this 16th day of November, 2018. 

 /s/ Gary V. Perko   
Attorney 
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT  

IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA 

BILL NELSON FOR U.S. SENATE, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

KEN DETZNER, in his official capacity as 

Florida Secretary of State, 

Defendant. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Case No. 2018 CA 2443 

 

 

 

 

PLAINTIFF’S NOTICE OF FILING DECLARATIONS 

 

The Plaintiff in the above-styled matter hereby files the attached 

Declarations in support of its Complaint for Emergency Injunctive and Declaratory 

Relief:   

1. Declaration of Margaret Touchton 

2. Declaration of Justin Lamorte  

3. Declaration of Bridget Brennan 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

                 /s/      
RONALD G. MEYER 

Florida Bar No. 0148248 

Email:  rmeyer@meyerbrookslaw.com 

JENNIFER S. BLOHM  

Florida Bar No. 0106290 

Email:  jblohm@meyerbrookslaw.com 

MEYER, BROOKS, DEMMA AND  

BLOHM, P.A. 

131 North Gadsden Street 

Post Office Box 1547 

Tallahassee, FL 32302-1547 

Telephone: (850) 878-5212 

Facsimile: (850) 656-6750 

 

 

 

 

Marc E. Elias* 

MElias@perkinscoie.com 

PERKINS COIE LLP 

700 Thirteenth Street, N.W., Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. 20005-3960 

Telephone: (202) 654-6200 

Facsimile: (202) 654-6211 

 

David L. Anstaett* 

DAnstaett@perkinscoie.com 

One East Main Street 

Suite 201 

Madison, WI  53703-5118 

Telephone:  608.663.7460 

Facsimile:  608.663.7499 

 

*Seeking Pro Hac Vice Admission 

 

Co-Counsel for Plaintiffs 
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