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01 MAY 1534

Honoralt:le William A. O'hNeil!

Governor ol Connecticu.

State Capitcl Building

Hart ord, 7onrcchicat G606
Re s iCk I Intent to Investigate

onthibory Trainline Sthool

Dear Javernor O'erih:

T am o owrising te 190 you Fraow of ooy intention to investi-
gate conlitione within Southibury Training Scheol in Southbury,
Connecticut., 7413 investiudation 15 persuant £ the Civil
Riguts of Inctitutionalized Terscnz Acy, 42 UG,S,2. § 1997,

The purpns< of this investigation will bs Lo determine
whether there exist any violations of the fedevral constitutional
Or statutory rights of persons residing in this facility with
respect to nisusec of restraints; inadeguate medical care; abuse,
naylect and patient safely; and Inadeguate training as is
necessary to further the residents' interests in safcty and
frecdom from unreasonable bodily restraint. The initiation of
this investigation i ndo way indicates any prejudament on our
part that federal rights have been violated. 1f ary violations
arc found, we look forward to conferring with ycu and your
staff concerning corrective actions that might be appropriate.

As a means of commencing this investigation, I wish to
propoze an initiel meeting in the near future between our
attorneys and representatives of your office. It has been
our experience that such a preliminary conference can substan-
tially expedite the investigation process. We will also wish

John Wilson, Public Information Officer
Records, Chrono, Peabody, MacCoon, FitzGerald, Keith, Holt, Hold



and perhaps adents

+2 arrange for our attorneys, consultants,
of the Federal Bureau o?f Investigation to visit the facility,
we shall be in touch with your staff to work out the specifics
0of »ur meeting and later visits.
1 greatly a2ppreciste ynur chraneration in this nzatter.
Sincerealy,
5 T 'r' » {|
. R N
Wm. Braifo:rd PReyn»>lds '
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Richts Divizion
cc: Josepnh T. Liev:erman

Mtorney Sensral
“irhael J. =elmor+
Superinten teut

e

Southhury Traininy School

Gareth D. Thorne
Corinission=r
mepartment of Mer+tal Retarlation

Alan Wevas
United Srtatres Attorney



- NS N SR I THEIS NIV

."7’”“.
"“fz;.. ‘.‘ - !.\_it_" . f)l: HERE
‘ . LR ROVLY AT R !
01 MAY 16834
SERTIVIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT RFQUESTzD

Honorable ¥William A. O'uNeil!
Governor of Connecticun
State Capitcl Building

Hart ord, Tonrccticat 06106

Re: Notice of Intent to Investigate
Sonthbury Trainine £zhooal

Dea:r Sovernor O'Nerli:

T am writing to 12t you Enow of our intention to investi-
gate conditione within Southbury Training Scheol in Southbury,
Connecticut. ™Tuis investidation 13 Dersuant to the Civil
Riguts of Institutionalized Tersens Act, 42 U,S,2. § 1997,

Trhe purpose cf thils investigation will bs to determine
whether there exist any violations of the federal constitutional
Or statutory rights of persons residing in this facility with
respect to misuse of restraints; inadeguate medical care; abuse,
neayliect and patient safely; and inadequate training as is
necessary to further the residents' interests in safety and
frecdom from unreasonable bodily restraint. The initiation of
this investigation in no way indicates any prejudgment on our
part that federal rights have becn violated. 1If ary violations
are found, we look forward to conferring with ycu and your
staff concerning corrective actions that might be appropriate.

As a means Of commencing this investigation, I wish to
propoze an initial meeting in the near future between our
attorneys and representatives of your office. It has been
our experience that such a preliminary conference can substan-
tially expedite the investigation process. We will also wish

John Wilson, Public Information Officer
Records, Chrono, Peabody, MacCoon, FitzGerald, Keith, Holt, Hold



+o arrange for our attorneys, consultants, and perhaps aqgents
£ the Federal Bureau o7 Investigation to visit the facility.

We shall be in touch with ycur staff to work out the specifics
0f »ur meeting 2nd later visits.

1 qreatly apprecizte your cnoneration in this matter.

Sincerely,

.
’ aosh U (s
. [ - \ \J_«\_~'. —

Wm. Bradford Reyn»olids
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Divizion

T

co:  Joseph 1. Liehermian
Attorney SGensral

Michael J. =elmorn+*
Superinten lent
Southhury Traininjy Scrool

Gareth D. Thorne
Commmissioner
mepartment of Mental Retarlation

Alan Nevas
United Svates Attorney



