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Justice, Washington, D. C., for United States.
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Before WISDOM, COLEMAN and SIMPSON, Circuit Judges.

PER CURIAM:

Following this school-desegregation case's last appearance in this Court, Lee v. Macon 
County Board of Education, 5 Cir. 1971, 448 F.2d 746, the district court, believing that it 
had no choice in the matter under our opinion, ordered the pairing of public schools in the 
City of Oxford and the County of Calhoun, Alabama. The City of Oxford Board of Education
appeals from that order.

1

The language of our previous decision in this case was open to the construction given it 
below, i. e., as mandating the pairing of the public schools in Oxford and the adjacent 
sections of Calhoun County. Clearly, we should decline to hold the lower court in error on
this appeal.

2

Nevertheless, we believe it appropriate to remind the parties to this litigation that the 
court below, under this Court's decision in United States v. Hinds County School Board, 5 
Cir. 1970, 433 F.2d 611, is required to retain jurisdiction for at least three years following 
the achievement of a unitary school system. During this period, the parties will be free to
seek such modifications of the desegregation order as appear justified in the light of 
changed conditions, new insights into the educational problems confronting the public 
schools, or later developments in the jurisprudence.

3

Affirmed.4
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