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RECOVERY OF THE VICTIMS' BODIES AT
OLEN BURRAGE '5 DAM ON AUGUST 4. 1964
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~~
Date -=A.:..:ug=u:=.S.=.t....:1::.;O::..!,:.....::1~964.=...:._

... -,-

The search warrant so served is described as
being in the U. S. District Court for the Southern Judicial
District of Mississippi, Biloxi Division. Commissioner's
Docket fll, Case #70, styled United States of America
versus Unknown Occupants of the "Old Jolly Farm". This
Goo.n,,'" 'WO __an+- b1'~a 1'10+-0'" Jl1'l~ua+: ":I: ,o~h a"",", a"'"niDAi ),,"U'
g¥~~"" .... """.L .a.QJ,J,V n~ ... \oA""" "'''''''-10 -'"'0"" .... v J, ~~...,~, ..........- .........c:2.......... - wtl

VERTA LEE SWETMAN, U. S. Commissioner •

1

.-..Qll..August 4, 1964, at SA_
~accompaniedby SA served

a search warrant upon Mr. OLEN BURRAGE, Rou e _: Ph1la­
delphia. Mississippi. Specifically. this search warrant was
served upon him at his place of business, the "Olen Burrage
Truck Company" located on Mississippi State Highway 21
approximately Ii miles east of the Williamsville community.
Mr. BURRAGE identified himself through misceilaneous personal
identification cards in fraternal organizations issued in
his name. He advised that he was the owner and was in J)

control of the area known locally as the "Old Jolly Farm". ~1C-

A copy of the search warrant was presented to
him at that time.

-

On 8/4/FLat Philadelphia, 11188. File It ..:JN~...:44..:-;-I=-- _

"'.. hr6 d,~~
by ••- Ido. Date dictated 8;13/64 \l( u'

Tbi. docum.ellt cODtaiu neither reC01DlDeDdlltioo..Z';:
I
2eJU.iOQ ot the FBI. It i. the JWOpeRy of the FBI _41 1. loaDed to

"'.",, _.. )'our ..."")'; It ODd itlo oolltellt... aot 10 be dillribm.d ouL.lde;your "-)'- !'>-o- 1./
j(;j;~jJ~;j~~;~~:i'~:YjTt~r,?!5~~~~ll.~·~7.~;~~;~~~~ }f~f.~r.~~~:,:.;:.r.·.~.·.!f.~.:~.:'.:.f.I .• ·.:t.:,r.::.~.':..1.·~.'.~<.:;~.i.;.-.·,.;.·.:,.·~.~it\ Z';}c<i;</ ~.-. •• .

-_... ~ . '-'. .. •• 'r'~ .:. -, ...•. " " .. ...,··,'....:'i.:,.:-••~f~: .,;,;,,.,.,:,,..:. •. ;,""'.' .._._.•....,.,•.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1

8/10/64Date _

Philadelphia, Kiss. IN 44-1_ .,- Fil411f --

an~t Vid~ •. ' 8~/64 ~l>"\
_::e.- -'-·_'_Dlate dictated ------__~

Three human bodies

Accompanying clothing

Soil samples

One expended cartridge case

This invent~A
presence of SA~and the signed
delivered to Mr. BURRAGE. b1t-

in the
was so

At the same time, Mr. BURRAGE executed a receipt
on a carbon copy of this inventory acknowledging receipt
or the inventory.

On the morning or August 8, 1964, at approximately
11:00 a.m. an "inventory or property seized under search
warrant issued August 3, 1964, by the U. S. District Court,
Southern Judicial District or Mississippi, Biloxi Division,
Commissioner's Docket #1, Case #70, styled United States of
America versus Unknown Occupants, Old Jolly Farm", was de­
livered to Mr. OLEN BURRAGE at his place of business; The
place of business is described as the OLEN BURRAGE Truck
Company located approximately It miles west of the Williams­
Ville co~unity on Mississippi State Highway 21.

The inventory of items removed under this search
warrant are listed as follows:

On __,--,_
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C . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESr€~ ON

1

At approximately 11:59 a.m. on August 10, 1964,
the search warrgnt previou,ly 1~~ued by the United States
Comm1'i!s1or-.er, Bilox1, M!.E;:'\l~~tppi, ""~!I exe:-uted and re­
turned to that CO~~1BBio~er.

IN 44-1
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1 August 12, 1964Date __'-__-'- _

-
The following information represents a joint investi-

gation conductedby~peci~he
supervision of SAsllllllllllllllland~ of the
FBI Laboratory: b1C-'

SA SA
SA SA
SA SA

\ SA SA b1C-
L, /'-

I. ENTRY OF DAM SITE

At 8:15 a.m., August 4, 1964, upon notification of
service of a search warrant to property owner OLEN BURRAGE, Route 9.
Box 202, Highway 21. south of Philadelphia. Mississippi. the
heavy earth-moving equi~ment brought from Jackson, Mississippi,
began moving into the dam site located on Mr. BURRAGE's property.
A small d:l,rt access road winding west from Highway 21 approxi­
mately six miles southwest of philadelphia was utilized to move
this equipment into place. It was ascertained to be the most
suitable access based upon a helicopter overflight and the study
of previously obtained U. S. Navy aerial photographs of Neshoba
County.

File II JH_.4_4_-_l _

& Jpc- ..
'---m-"j_h__-"--_=-__-"-~,-Date dictated 8..;.1_1_1.;...1_64 _

The heavy construction equipment to be utilized in the
excavation of this earthen dam consisted of a Link-Belt Pragline.

The earthen dam of concern in this investigation is
situated on the property known as the "Old Jolly Farm" and is
under the control of OLEN BURRAGE. This property is further
described as being located within Section 6 of Block RIlE
as set out on the Edgar Tobin Aerial Survey Map HQ8l77 of the
north half of Neshoba County. Mississippi. This section is
fixed by the map coordinates of 890 11.75" to 890 12.75" west
and 320 44.25" to 320 45.25" north.

Old Jolly Farm,
on 8_1_4~/=64 M Neshoba County, Kiss.

SA
SAby _

Tbi. document contaiu neither recommend_ion. Dor coDc)uioaa 01 the FBI. It i. the property 01 the FBI ..d l. loaDed to
:FOUl' ..eDCY, it ODd ito coateDt. ore DOt to be diotribl1od out.ide YOUI' "eIley.
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II. DETERMINATION OF EXCAVATION POINT

..281

Upon evaluation based on the physical characteristics
of the dam, a point approximately 150 feet from the west end
of the dam was selected as the initial point of digging. The
bulldozer operatot, was then instructed at 9 a.m. to
begin to "blade off" the top of the dam to increase the width
to approximately 12 feet and thereby permit the dragllne to be
placed on top of the dam for future operations. Upon positioning
of the dragline, digging was begun at the point in the dam
described above. b'ic t'

III. OBSERVATIONS PRIOR TO BEGINNING OF EXCAVATION

- -.
The dam' in which the bodies of the three missing

civil rights workers were believed to be buried was an earthen
structure stretching from one hill to a second par~llel

hill in a circular manner running in a generally east-west
direction. The da!!! had been constructed of earth removed from

..~
.. t

Model 1568, with a 36-foot boom and a Caterpillar Bulldozer,
Model D6B. with a lO-foot blade. The supervising contractor at
the site representin the H de Construction Com an of Jackson,
Mississippi, wa

IN 44-1
2
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the sides of these hills. It measured approximately 547 feet in
length, that is,from the points of intersection of the dam and
hills. At its highest point from the valley lying between the
hills it measured approximately 20 feet. At this point, the
widest point of the base of the dam, the base measured approximately
83 feet in width.

Prior to beginning excavation, SA
was assigned the responsibility of photographing the site to
record the condition of the dam and 'surrounding areas at the
time of entry into the area. b1~ .-

sAtllllllrwas assigned to record the various observa­
tions of the personnel engaged in the digging operation and to
maintain a log of the activities of these personnel. b7e..

SAlllllllrwas assigned to the mapping and charting of the
cUm and surrounding areas and ,SA'" waS assigned to the respon­
sibility of collecting and preserving whatever items of evidence
might be uncovered during the excavation process. b1~

IV. OBSERVATIONS DURING EXCAVATION AT DAM SITE

The excavation at the point selected began initially
with the use of the bulldozer opening a small pit to permit
the dragline bucket to begin to remove earth from the dam. After
approximately two hours of excavating, faint traces of the odor
of decaying organic material were noticeable. At this time the
dragline operator was instructed to proceed with the excavating
operation exercising extreme caution. The Agents assigned to
the excavation project maintained close supervision and constant
surveillance of the excavation pit. The earth being moved was
closely observed as it was loaded and unloaded from the dragline
bucket.

At approximately 2:50 p.m. the pungent odor of
decaying flesh waQ clearly discernible. .At that time the draglinc
operator ~as instructed to cease his operation. Agents then

. -- .

,',_..,
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entered the pit and a careful scrutiny was made of the bottom
of the pit which had thus far been opened up. It was noted a
number of blow-flies had accumulated in the pit. The bulldozer
operator was instructed to make several light passes over the
area. Following each of these passes the ground cleared was
reinspected and on the third such pass it was noted that the
activity:of the blow-flies had measurably increased. At this
time, 3 p.m., the heels and back portions of a pair of man's
hnnt"Q. 't..,,p,.,...,p, n'hQ,p,ruiPol'1 A~ f"ho c: ,p.n,...'h ,"u~'t""1'Tu:.o"'.an t-ho £I,...oa .f~... - ..... _... ..... ............. "' ....... - ...... --. ....... .. - .... _ .... 1' ........ LI..l'-"u.""""..... .......- g. .......g ~"'"

was also noted that approximately one-quarter mile from the
excavation site numerous vultures or buzzards were observed
reconnoitering.

A meticulous removal of the earth surrounding the
boots revealed,at 3:18 p.m •• the outline of a human body. The
removal of the impacted clay-like earth was continued and
approximately two hours later Body II, that of an individual
clad in trousers and boots and naked from the waist up,was
uncoveretl.

The body was lying face down with the head pointing
in an easterly direction, arms extending over its head. On the
ring finger of the left hand a ring consisting of two irregular
bands joined together at intervals by cross bars was observed.
The appearance 'of this ring and the general physical description
of this body were consistent with available descriptive data
concerning MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER.

The hands of this body were encased in plastic
bags for Purposes of preservation. The boots were observed
to be the 'pull-on type CWellington style). The bluejeans on
the body bore a ''Wrangler'' label above the right hip pocket.
These items of ~lothing were likewise consisteht with previously
obtained descriptive data of clothing worn by 6CHWERNER.

In the left hip pocket of the bluejeans was found
a black leather wallet. This wallet contained among other



. .

items a Selective Service card bearing the following data:

:"i· -,.::; ':\+:.:..',', ::_~:;/t~:t~;E~t.f:)ft1:'~~~~~{:~~}?~~.:~'~S;trr;~1~~~t::::~,V~,~,<.;~r~;rf.::.~:-,c;.~\".:::. 'f:-T"TT.!;.] :.:; :~. ~ ,,-.~ i'~~,:"
, ... <:;'lI-:...,t-r":"·f,·:,,·,--,",,,,,

New York

284. -

, ,

What appeared to be a shirt was observed to be wadded
the hips of Body #2. Body #2 fS .~ot moved or v\ qD

• 6 0- II

Name: MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER
Address: 34 Fifth Street, Pelham,
Date of Birth: November 6, 1939
Date of Registration: November 8, 1957
Selective Service Number: 30-10-39-1172

ANDREW GOODMAN
161 West 86th Street
New York 24, New York

Date qf Birth: November 23, 1943
Date of Re&istration: November 24, 1961
Selective Service Number:.50-l3-43-458 (possibly 488)

Name:
.Addre$s:

beneath

The body was not moved or disturbed in any way in
order to preserve the scene. It was noted during the observation
of Body 11 that there appeared to be a small wound under the
left armpit area. This wound was suggestive of a possible
bullet wound •

No jewelry was noted on the hands of Body #2.
These hands were likewise encased in plastic bags for preser­
vation. In the right hip pocket of the trousers of Body #2
was a black leather wallet which contained among other items
a Selective Setvice card bearing the following descriptive
data:

Exhuming operations continued and at 5:07 p.m. the
body of a second iJ~dividual lying in a face-down position
south of and adjacent to Body #1 was located. This body,
Body #2, was partially under Body #1. The head of Body #2
was likewise pointed in an easterly directionwtth arms generally
extended over its head. The left hand of this body was clenched
in a tight fist. Opening of this fist disclosed a rock-like
object. Body #2 was clad in trousers and shoes and naked from
the waist up.

IN 44-1
5
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Exhuming operations were continued in order to
expose as much'of the bodies as possible without disturbing
them in order to facilitate the coroner's examination.

At 5:14 p.m. the remains of a third body were
unearthed. Body 13 was lying on its back immediately south
of and parallel to Body #2. The head was toward the west with
the face turned south. The left arm'and shoulder were
drawn up and across the body. The right arm was lying along the
side of the body. Body 13 was barefoot and clad ~ trousers
and a "T" shirt. No jewelry was observed on the nds of
Body #3. Since this body was lying on its back, n attempts
were made at this time to move it to determine any ;contents
of the trousers' hip pockets. The hands and feet of this body
were encased in plastic bags for preservation.

IN 44-1
6

wereDuring the courseo~, photographs
made at various stages by SA1IIIIIIIIIII tn~

/
/

disturbed in any way in order to preserve the scene.

- '0·--

It is 'estimated that approximately 27,000 cubic
feet of earth were removed in the exhumation of these three
bodies.

V. ARRIVAL OF CORONER AND GrHER NESHOBA COUNTY OFFICIALS
\

Shortly after 8 'p.m., roLTON JACKSON, Neshoba County
Coroder, appeared at the scene accompanied by Deputy Sheriff
CECIL PRICE, Neshoba County Sheriff's Office, and Neshoba County
Attorney RAYFORD JONES. Upon completion of the coroner's
examination at 8:36 p.m. these officials departed fro~ the scene.

Subsequently the bodies were placed in large plastic body
bags ',apd sealed by Coroner JACKSON for transportation to
Jackson, Mississippi, where they were to undergo autopsy exami­
nations at the University of Mississippi Medical Center.
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The hearse carrying the bodies and driven
JACKSON departe4 from the grave site at 11:14
in the hearse with Coroner' JACKSON was SA
T~~ ~no~~o ~~~ lo~ ~v ~ M{~Q~~~fnnf Ui~hwRV ~RTP~V
.......~ ....0W'u.~~... "~ .... -,-- "'J - 4-&....................... - ....-0··""'-.1 -----J
vehicle driven by Officer and ~rylng Deputy Sheriff
CECIL PRICE and Coynty~~torne RAYFOmr-:-JONES. The car following
the hearse contained SAs

IN 44-1
7
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

August 12. 1964nate _

F'He" IN 44-.1
Old Jolly Farm

8/5/64__at Neshoba County. Miss.

A detailed terrain search of the clearing in whiCh
the earthen dam is located was conducted without recovering
any significant items of evidence.

In addition, the area completely surrounding the
grave site pit up to a radius of approfimately 15 feet from
the grave. center and to a depth ex~eaing the level of the
original burial pit was sifted and closely examined. Similarly
no items of an evidentiary nature were located as a result of
this search.

SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA
SA

On August 5, 1964, the search of the earthen dam
located on the Old Jolly Farm, that portion of which 1s now
the property of OLEN BURRAGE, was continued. The soil in the
area directly beneath the grave site within this dam, from
which the three victims' bodies had been removed on August 4,
1964, was minutely sifted through a wire screen to a depth
,...1= .." ""..... _ .... 'U'.f ft"l"",t- """'" 1.... ""~ft.a ~"""",.o~ N..,. II:! " nn f 4='4 ,..an~ ..... Oft"lC! ".F an .0,,,,.., "'.oft_...,.a.. 1W.1"'t' ..,_ LL_ ~ J _.... ..~..., _OL& _ -",_1.&&...,. ...,- _ _ .. _
tiary nature were located as a result of this effort.

The following information is the result of a joint
investigation conducted by the following Special Agents:

1

OD

-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Approximate width of dam at top - 11 feet

Approximate width of dam at base - 83 feet. 6 inches

Approximate height of dam - 20 feet,

August 12. 1964Date __-=-__-.::.. _
1

Overall length from end of dam construction on
west to similar position on east - 547 feet

Distance across entire excavation area from
east to west - 58 feet. 6 inches

On August 5. 1964. eel tain per tinent.-measurements
were recorded of the area .in which the earthen dam on the
"Old Jolly Farm" is located. This dam is the one in which
the bodies of the victims were located Au st 4 1964.
were obtained b SAs

Distance from center of grave site pit to end of dam
construction on west - 191 feet

Distance from center of grave site pit to south edge
of dam - 42 feet

Distance from east edge of excavation to west edge
of vertical cut ~ 39 feet

. ,
'..
••

Old Jolly' Farm '
_N-=e-=s-=h=ob=a~C_o_un_t~y,-.:.....:.M_i_s_s":'__Flile 1# __JR-..:.,44_-_1 _

Distance from center of grave site pit to north edge
of ~m - 41 feet. 6 inches

Distance from center of grave site pdt to end of
dam construction on east.- 356 feet

00 _

8/11/64 \-\ ~0\Date dictated _~---' ..l----'_

i'iff'~;,,;;#' Thi. document contaiu neither recommelldatiou nor concl...iooa of the FBI. It ia the~ fit the FBI ...d i. l_d 10
~,V;J; your ..eocy. it ad ita ooDteDta are DOt 10 be diolribl&ed out.ide )'OW' ..eoey. 5 6.~ IS'

~1~..,ft'1i1lBii~ll~ii;t%)';;,s;0~:c-r-'··
- 'j -,~
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Grave site pit located 14 feet, 11 inches below top ofdam~

Length of grave site pit east to west - 7 feet, 6 inches

Width of grave site pit north to south - 6 feet, 9 inches

Distance from eastern edge of grave site pit to top
eastern edge of excavation - 27 feet

Distance from western edge of grave site pit to
top western edge of excavdLion - 38 feet

Distance from western edge of grave site pit to
top-vertical cut western edge - 15 feet

Distance from grave site location to north end of
drainage pipe - 98 feet, 3 inches (Bearing 440 northwest)

• r

Distance from grave site location to south end of
drainage pipe - 116 feet. 10 inches

There are attached three sketches, based upon the above
measurements, depicting the general. area of this dam.
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On ~8!/.I4~jI~64!:L__.t _J:PhIU.i.lalldQ.l:!.e1....llgJha;!L1al.,.o-IM!);l~U"U.lo.'--_-IFile 1# _.J.JN~44~-~l~ _

...Photo of dam taken from west side facing
east showing top of dam

Photo of front of dam

Photo or front ot dam taken from west side

Photo or rear of dam taken from. east side
of dam

Photo or rear of dam taken from position
north or dam

Photo or dam t~en from west side showing
west apron and spillway

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(5)' fhoto or dam from. west side showing front
of dam

(n)

(10)

~'3.~:IIp---~~-D.te dictated __---,-L8'1/1~o.\LIi.l.l04 _

The following photographs we~e taken of the dam alte
located on the property of OLEN BURRAGE, NeshOba County, .
Mississippi, also known as the Old Jolly Farm. These photo­
graphs were-taken on August 4, 1964, b~tween 8:15 A.M.-and
9 A.M., at various angles. for the pur~ose of recording condi­
tions of this dam prior to excavation:

(1) Photo of dam taken from east edge of dam
facing west

(2) Photo or dam from east side showing full
picture of dam

(3) Photo of dam taken fr-om east side showing
bottom of dam

(4) Photo of dam from east side showing top ot
dam

!''''.

~



(1) Photo of dam taken from east edge of dam
facing west

2:34



(2) Photo of dam from east side showing full
picture of dam

....:?:;:~':~
-_:~~~
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(3) Photo of dam taken from east side Showing
bottom of dam



to

(4) Photo of dam from east side showing top of
dam

297
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(5) Photo of dam from west side showing front
or dam

298



(
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(6) Photo of dam taken from west side facing
east showing top of dam

•



(7) Photo of front of dam

300



Photo of front of dam taken from west side

•

301

•

(8)



Photo of rear of dam taken from east side
of dam



'rift ' bz

(10)

,

Photo or rear of dam taken from position
north of dam

303
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(11)

;)

Photo of dam taken from west side showing
west apron and spillway

SU·-3/
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D.~ August 14, 1964

of

in

On August 5. 1964. SA
given a 4 X 5 Tri-X film pack by SA
He advised the film pack contained photographs of a dam
site near Philadelphia, Mississippi. b?c.,

On the same date the photographs contained
this film pack were developed at Tucker Photo Shop,
Meridian. M1ss~and during the entire process
developing SA 111IIIII was present'b1~

The f1n1~tographs and negatives were
turned over to SA ........ on August 5. 1964. b?~

1-

50-j2

305 _ ~
OD _...:8~15:-a/6...::....4~_.t _;M:::e::.r.:1::::d:1a::::n::"L.-:M1=s:.::8~· -IFll. II -:IN:.::.....:4..:4_-:1 :-.\__

~"~
~'('~~ by SA do D.~ dictated ..;8:./l,-=-,1~/6~4:..-. _
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proper
approximately 2 0 acres and that the levee
under construction since about June I, 1964, was planne
as to flood an area of about 20 acres for a pond.

lIIIIlanyone wishing access
simply by dr~v~ng into the

v~-SON 44-1
-B ~ldo

2
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.MaSON 44-1
'o1(,.,-ldO...

halJ no clear re-
collection of what une 11 1964. He suggested
that his wife might be able to furnilJh an account or­
their activities on that date.
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~ON 44-1
'v~'IdO

_ was exhibited wanted flyer dated ~"1e
29, 1964, of missing civil rights vi.ca!!4E Al-.'DF.E~GOOYAAN

1NM!NEY and MICHAEL HENRY SCHWER.'t-,JER.
to the best of his lmow1edge and be .

had never 0 served ar~ of these victims at any time at
any place.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

August 7, 1964Date _

had no personal invo
"-'.ae parties responsible~nn~'~n~c ~nn~~~ nu....." ...... u .........-O... --........ _ ....... -- ... -0

of the victims.

1

Thio doeumont coat.ine neitber roc_end_iono _ C0llC111Oiooo ollbo FBI. a io tho llrO\lOI'Q' ollbo FBI ODd g I_d 10
)'our ..ooc)'; it ODd it. contento .. DOt 10 be diolribntod ontoide )'Our ..one)'.

: ~ 31.3' ~</\

On _-,-,,-=--,-,--_ _..:.Ph_1_1a_d:::..e:....1..=p:....h_1_a.=.,_IU:....'_lS_II_.'--_-l'File It -.:...TH__"_-_1 _

Date dictated _8,!../6-'/6:-4 _
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(~LJERAL BUREAU OF

t~
INVESTIGATe.

• . -7.-"

." ' ..
Date August 7. 1964

, ',.'

continued to state categorically his lack
the murder of the victims. -

_-'-Ph-=.i_l_ad.:...e_l....:p:...h..ci=--a....:.=----:M1.:--s_s....:. JFile " _.TN:;,;:.:._44.:---...:1'-- _

1

being interviewed by SA'
~who identified themselves to e

~
.s 0 e FBI. He was advised by SA

that he did not have to make any sta emen •
any s a ement he made could be used against him in a court
of law and that he had the right to an attorney before
~ statement. No threatts or promises were made
........to induce him to furnish any information.

On __8~!'-,6!',-6_4_

I

I..
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FD-302 (ReT, 10-11-63) c"
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

d1:'ove by the BURRAGE Garage
and aeke:l him to go out and Bet up

Date _-!!Acll!u.og:~1l£.6.!(.t_le.O~• ....lllr,;964=~'

Phll13del,pbia~ l'l~eB,.~.ile II -,,"JNIL...:44~'t-'!_!.Iol~ __/_~_1_3__
nd

L....~e~si!....b_7C D.te dictated _~8:t./1=.o~/i~~=- _

1

Where

Soil Conservation
Service, U. S. Department of AgricultUre~'County Building,
Philadelph1a, ~SS1SBippi,'Btatedhe gave Mr. OLEN BURRAGB--:l_,p..... -.... ... , ;,.A....f ....... - ... _~--.r't .....__ .. __ __ ~_ ""...... "" .L. __ :..:.. _
.... U..L V,L-lua.... a.u.v........... ClUU. ~V.uly iDC,L-V """'CI' ....11. "He IUUU~ ".l.·u.v ".l.un U.L a

private a.am r.or a lakl'! situatOO)1 al·C"J.t six~st or
Philadelphia on some of Bt1RRAGE's property~ ~ererred

to some pencil notes an~ advised he first visited the area ot
the dam on May 25,'1964, at wnich tim~structiohor "land
clearing had begun. On this occasion at the request
or l~,t'. B~JE'RAJE set Uf an inl"tI"IIlent an ran a waterline'on the
e.'st side of the P!'oposed lake for 15' feet of water. ' Mr.~

who la ,er 0on8tt~cte~, a carried the} d fo~
was then

~:he la _e ar~a of treM arl'1 un er rus '. t is time
....-unde:r·stood Nr. BtJF.:ilA",.E wanted an agreement With the

U. S. Department ot Agl'l-::u1ture, whereby the U. S. Government
would share the cost of the dam in exchange tor certain soil
conservation praotices.

was next at t~~ site on JUly 15, ~964, when
he was asked by ~KER to visit the area to give advice~­
On this occasi~~ ~n~n1 t.hRt t.h~ nnm WR~ R'mn~t.nnm_

pleted- a~d-was-p'.!l,gapS a ~~d;ed y~~"is ·furth·er··rt~r.th··d~n-the
creek than where it had been planned while he was pl'evi6us1y in
the are~. on~~, ci~, t~ found that the dam was about 12
feet high and \-!alked along the top of the dam and saw
the drain pipe n the 0 d c:r'eek bed which was too short and was
almost even With the dam s'Jrface. At this time a Mr. PET'l'IS was
operating a bulldoze'r pusl:ing d.1.r"l; up the sides of the dam.

On July 17. 1964 0 3.c:ain dr'ove by the dam.
looked again at the" drain pipe,an.d tb'er,-drove to the BURRAGE­
Garage, wher-e he adViSe_lAGE to extend the pipe several teet
inside the lake. When as at the dam on JUly 17, 1964, a
~was there opera" ng a bulldozer and the surface ot

the (lam appear'~d vex-y rough.

.:-".-
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.'·_ .....~k'~ "_...:. ~ ...:._~," ...__.

c- (.'., .. ,.

IN 44-1
2

~~n ~_a¥_~_A_~~ ~~ a_. 4¥ +~. n~~•• hn~~~. w~R-hi~h-.nml~" ~_..
, ..... g .l"'~ "oL-lwUU,\"o ...... "lWI "'''"'' -\,,0- _. ""...- .... -- ... --....... ..-.... ".-0-- -"__-g-_.
thIs he meant whether-the portion of the' dam otherthantbe
spillway was the pr>escr'1bed height or 15 per cent or the dam~

He explained that in thIs case the tree board shoUld be about
2 reet, whioh 1s someth1ng like 15 per cent of the total heistJt
or the dam of 17 feet~ The £ree'board1s that'port1on-of the dam
that 1s h1gher than the spillway. ~Bpentabout30 minutes
there this time and round that the~ waS ~nough.
~~:s~w~:~ng~~~_ t~;~1t~~~t~:~~s_~~~_~:lBO

.LU\A.llU LoIJav LtlJt;;;; J "".J .£.6.""""'1& JP.A.JrV - - - -'__ ~ -

lake as he had previously advised. b?~

He said heheari nothing In conversat1onsw1th the above­
named persons and saw" nothing 1n h1sns1ts to the" areai" which "causes
him to suspect those persons had kno~ledge there were bodies buried
in the dam.

, 1..
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-.'••':;' F"D-302 (Rev. 10-11-63)
;-.",

, .

Date August 10, 1964

INVESTlGAT!OND.lIDJ:AII n~1IoP.." ........... .., _.FEDERAL

Sol1
Conserr,'at,ion Ser'Vice.. V. S,,,Depahment of Agriculture, Count;y
Build:1ng, Philadelphia, M1ssise1ppi, who works In NeshobaCount;y,
advised the

t
u
1
.s, Dtepartd,mlentt Of

i
' Pt~hgl:culture haS

d
a prhoighram whereb7

t
..

an agreemen s en er's now Lanners, un erw c 'agreemen
the U. S. Government shares In the costs of the construction of ­
lakes and ponds on the property of the various farms as a conser­
vation project. To qualify for this assistance, the construction
of the dnm and the ciearing-and treatment or the water area.
must meet~+:n standards. About one year ago OLEN BURRAGB
c~ntacted ·0 initiate sUCh~na eement In the con-
str~ction 0 m. At that time sited the area
of the proposed dam and found that no cons ruc Ion had begun and
it was rr,er'ely a woo.ied ar'ea. Mr, BURP.AGE~erther effort
to have the agreement formu1ate:i although derstands
the dam~tedwith 'completely pr va ens by Mr~ , ..

~~~E.:~~~_n~~,,~:;.~~e ~~~a second t1m~ ~~
I:;) va ....eu lJC IJau uv .I. U.I.-,""u~...- ",,"U.L V""-!.'.1.O: ... oI.VU.Jl ,.J\4 " 'r- u __

office gave informal advi0e to li!!'. BURRAG n the cons ru!'tlon of
the dam. b1 (!

"

.;,./

i'~
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,~\/f~
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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1 August 8, 1964Date _

/flJl~
44-1INPhiladelphia, Mississippi

--l'las advised that he did not have to make a
statement~ information he gave could be used against
him in a court of law. Special Agent~dvisedhim
that.he was entitled to consult an attorney before he made
any statements and the identities of the interviewing Agents
were made known to him.

On SA tf!C-' _ .. {ile #

~. SA : mem • . . 8/8/64,t:,
m~ by -- 320-Date dictated .

~
;".;'-1'.>:~'~:.:. Thi. docwnent contain. neither recommead8tjo~B n.or cODcluaipn8 01 the FBI. It i. the P'f.operty of thl/e.FBI ud 1. loaned to
. ~*~o~Wt. vour .8Iency· i\ and ita content. are not to be dlstnbuted ouhule your ecency. p../ /\ C
~I-'" • 'oJ U -
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IN 44-1
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IN 44-1

does not recall an7
person talking to him a ou the location or the dam or the extent
or airt on the dam prior to June 21. 1964.

or the dam indicate a
15 feet and they b~i1t a 2l to 3 foot
anticipated water level.

l
i<h'
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"
.:',... :.... :
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F'D-302 (Rf'v. 10-11-(3)

1

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

August 13, 1964Date _

8 a v sed ot the identity oltbe Agent.
conducting the interview. He was advised be was not required
to make a statement. that any statement must be voluntary. aDd
that any statement he provided could be used aga~iD
a cO~lrt of law. He was advised by Specia.l Agent r
his right to obtain an attorney before making a 8 a emen •

could account tor all
the night the civil ri hts workers d

~tatement8 to the effect which indicated
that he felt the civil rights worker8 may have been killed
by a communist group or by Cquncil ot Federated Organizations.

He denied knowledge or participation in this matter •

. .
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1
August 11. 1964Date __-=- -=- _

He advised that as he reca

the dam had been completed lengthwise. that is from bank
to bank, and was between eight and twelve feet high~
and perhaps six to eight feet broad acr~ss the top.~
observed nothing unusual in the operation of the two tractors
which were worki on the dam approximate1 at mid- oint and on
the south side.

On 8/8/61 __at Meridian. Mississippi, File " _IN_4_4_-_1_~ _

SA pl)V __ .

'c,?~;..~ by~ m h ~tedictated 8/10/64
• Tbi. documeDt coDteina oeitber nCOIlUOendlltion. nor cOIl326 or l/Je FBI. it"i. "l/Je~"t l/Je FBI end it 1_.d to
~i:~;:.i )'our "eDC)'; it end ito content... not to be diotriblted out,ide lOW lIfeDC)'.> "Lf'Cj . :." '\

11!lli'1all:~.~J~~Wl'~S
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cc

where
cbserved pictures of a dam site in
the three missing civil rights workers
this to be the dam site he visited

= follows:
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August 11. 1964Date __-'C.. _

He described
as follows:

to t e site on Saturday morning, June 2 ,
on both these occasions he observed the dam to have

been completed lengthwise and he would approximate the height
at 8 to 10 feet at I 'midpoint and approximately 6 feet across at
the top.~n both occasions two tractors were being used
near the ~the dam on the south side and he noted nothing
unusual about their operations. He said the area north of the dam
had not been'worked by any machinery and appeared to be in its
natural state.

1

S/8/6400 _

Race
Sex
Age
Height
Weight
Hair
Complexion nn
Scars and marks b1C- ~

_.,
C

V1D

_K_e_r_i_d_i_a_n_,_K_i_s_s_i_s_s_i_p_P_i_-<File /I IN 44-1

SA m h b?c...
by SA Date dictated _---'S""I...;;1:..:.0.../64~__

:~.;fj,.~; Thi. document <:onhine neither recommendation. nOl' cone1ueiona of the FBI. hi. the property 0( the FBI IIDd ie iou.ed to
I:~ )'our ..eoc)'; it and ita contento ore DOt to be diottib1&od outoid. )'Our .....c)'. . ' , .-

~~<fr ', ,t, ,'CO - 0J~, "
'f1;;,!i!" 329 -d' ' . ", ',' :', \
~'~W>i~' - vJ "

ri'~1tI!~lg~1i_~W~i~~~~~f~~'T>
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IN 44-1
!

Rate
Sex
Age
Height
Weight
Hair
Complexion

had seen Ihotographs in the local
newspapers 0 the dam site in which the bodies of the three civil
ri hts workers were found, and he believes the area he visited

is identical to that which he saw in the paper.
h 7 (!./b70



F"D-302 (Rev. 10-11-(3)

'Y'
(

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.: ',,~, 1 August 8, 1964Date _

IN 151- 342
IN 44-1

stated

and

was advised ~nt1t1e8
of the interviewing Agents and Special Agent informed
him that he did not have to make any statemen . he
consulted an attorney and information he gave could be used
against him in a court of law. No threats or promises were
made to him.

on June 19 and June

~~4 6,
011 -,::

I•

..
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IN 157-342
IN 44-1

PETTIS
arrived at

..
'--
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F'D-302 (R,'v. 10·11-63)

•,
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

W. H. PEl"rIS, Phllajelph~.a" MissillS1ppi, was inter­
viewed near the Cumberland Grocery store. Highway 16. South.
Philadelphia, at which time he was advi5ed or the identities
or the Agents conducting the interview. He waa advised he
was not required to make a statement. that any statement
must be voluntary, and that any statement he provided could
be uEed agalnst~mcourt of law. PETTIS was advised
by Special Agen of his right to have an atxorney
before making a s a emen •

I

1 Auguat 13. 1964Date _
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n u y 1 ~ 17~ an
1n leve11nRuP the struoture and a~a1n'on JUly 30. 1964.
date he cons1ders he compl~t~j t~~-1am~ - - - - -

~ ,
on which
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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IN 44-1_ :File " -=.:.:...._--:. -11

Da~ August II, 1964

was advised of the
terviewiI~ Agents and was told by SA
that he might talk to an attorney or

any 0 1er person ,e might so desire prior to making any
statements and that if he was unable to obtain the services
of an attorney, the appropriate U. S. District Judge would
appoint an attorney to represent him. Additionally, he
was informed that any stateffient which he did make could pe
used against him in a coux,t of law and that he was under
no obligation to m3ke this statement, that no threats or
promises were made to him and that any statement which he
might make should be freely and voluntarily wade.
advised as follows:

OD_~"::"':'_



· .

(

+'....~-l
'Il ~dO

He specifically recalled the dam or levee being
constructed during the late spring or early summer of 1964
on the poe E known as the "Old Jol
Farm"
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could recall no equipment
in that vicinity that was

round of an diameter.

Referring to the construct
Old Jolly Farm owned by OLEN BURRAGE,
time to time he observed two caterpillar tractors working
on that site. one was described as an old caterpillar tractor
and the other was described as a new caterpillar tractor.
He was unable to fix the period when these pieces of equip­
ment together or separately had been used at the construction
site.

..

was under the impression
that in the cons ruc ion of t e dike dynamite had been used
to construct the core of the dike and the piece of equipment
he referred to as an "earth hauler" had also been used.
He could recall no hand tools in the form of shovels at
the site but expressed the opinion that they undoubtedly
were present at the levee construction site.
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1

""as informed b
of 1,he identities 01' .!loA and
Spe~ial-Ag;;~ts-~r the-Fe~eral Burea~--~r Investigation, that
he might consult an attorney or any other person prior to
making a statement, that if he was unable to obtain the
services of an attorney an appropriate Federal JUdge would
appoint one to assist him, that he was under no obligation
to make a statement and that any statement which he might
make could be used against him 1n a court of law. In addi­
tion. he was informed that no threats or promises were made
to hin and that any statement which he might make should be
made freely and voluntarily. Thereal'ter, he advised as follows:

on June 21, 1964,
worked until from shortly after daylight until shortly
before dark at the levee on OLEN Bu~GE'S property near
Philadelphia, Mississippi. At that time, there were only
two pieces of heavy equipment on the site. These were two
caterpillar tractors. One was an old caterpillar tractor

by

0'1 _=-=-.-"<-'--__
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1 . Date August 12, 1964
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Eduoation

if any information should
come his way that he thought the F~deral Bureau of Investigation
should know about he would immediately get 1n contact with the
Federal Bureau of Investigation Office in Meridian, Miss!sslppl.

The following description of
was obtained by observation and interview:

Race
Sex
Nationality
Date of Birth

-In 4ft ":",...,. '0" _"""" ._' '-"
.L ....a'"'v V.L ..,..""(1'"
Height
Weight
Hair
Eyes
Complexion
Scar

•I
,',' ",p',.':..r

't}~

I.

····.....,..

!..,'

;.'.... ,
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knows nothlngabout the· disappearance of the three civil rights
workers; nor does he- have any 111rbnl'~'t1on or" knolfledge-rega~....1r..g

the circumstances under which they were buried at the dam site~
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·..~. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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Date Al.lg~Ast 11. 1964

s
was-entitled to

talk to an attorney or any other pen'or'! j;:,ric·x' to rrlOiklng. .
a st.atement, that; if' he was ur..f1.ble to cbt.a1.n the services
of an attorney the Federal court w0u1d appoint one to assist
him, that any staten:ent which he mIght make could be used
against him in a court of law, t;hat he WEi" under no obli­
gation to make a stat.ement and that any 8tatement which he
might make should be freely and voluntarily ~~de. No

;~~e~~~n~fti~~rr~~<'-~A''''e ~(': t. ',lrr 8!d ;~1W~~:tiiIWf
i8 Special Agenvs BJ.reau 0 .... !nve.5",..L"

Thereaft!'r. he advi:;,,:! 8l; :;)J.l·~wE ~

no information concerning the progress of the construction
of this levee at any particular mOToent and specifically

.~ .

II-=-~: .,

·ir~.
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did not recall the status of the construction or the height
of the levee on June 21. 1964. or June 22, 1964.

The following description was obtained by obser-
vation:

Name
Age
Height
Hair
Eyes
Complexion
Weight
Build

.... ,'-;-.,-"

~., .....
..- .
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SA
SAby _
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knowledge of' the
or any other individual

SCHWERNER, JAMF.S

ng description 0
was obtained through

Race
Sex
Age
Date or Birtb --­
Place of' Birth
Height
Weight
Hair
Eyes
Education
Wife
Military Service

Army Serial
Number

possible involvement of
1n connect1on with the deaths
CHANEY, and ANDREW GOODMAN.

2

IN 44-1

I" ' ...
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..denied that h~ had any knowledge cO!l.cerning
auapectaresponl51ble for ldll1ng or burying the victims' bodies cP2
at the dam l!lite. .1 b7C.

s:G ,~C03 b7D

1
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by Date dictated ~ ~ ;I
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IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIwas not uncommon for anyone
man toc~hat this individual would operate
the bulldozer during the morning hours and be relieved by
someone else during the afterncon.
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On __~8~/~1~7~/~6~4~_~ Neshoba County, Miss.
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t on was conducted by SA'.
in the vicinity or the

es were recovered.

a no time
the operation of a bulldozer of other machinery

ht and she heard no shots fired 1n
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fired

at no time was
awakened by any shots being fired in the vicinity.

machinery operating
in the night.

ever ea any shots fired in the night
ana ne noted noth.1ng of an unusual nature on or about June
21 or 22. 1964. 1n the ares.

I

nature in the area on or about June 21 or 22, 1964, and
she did not hear any shots fired or any machinery operat1ng

,1n the night.
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Date August 12 •. 1964

Safety Patrol

Miss. IN 44-1_____________File" _

The autopsy of the first body commenced at 1:35 a.m••
at which time the primary procedure was total body X-ray.
Upon breaking the seal and opening the bag in which the remains
had been laced. photographs were taken of the remains by
SA Additional photographs were taken at
various stages g this autopsy. b7C--

I. AUTOPSY OF BODY NUMBER ONE

The autopsies of the three bodies removed from the
earthen dam on the property of OLEN BURRAGE near Philadelphia.
Mississippi. by Agents of the FBI on August 4. 1964. were
conducted at the University of Mississippi Medical Center
at Jackson. Mississippi. on the morning of August 5. 1964.
by Dr. WILLIAM PRESTON FEATHERSTON. a private practicing
pathologist of Jackson. Mississippi. Present as witnesses
at the autopsies were the following individuals:

SA JAY COCHRAN JR •• FBI Laboratory
SA I Laboratory
SA Jackson. Mississippi
SA FBI. Charlotte. North Carolina
SA • JR •• FBI, New Orleans, Louisiana
FULTON JACKSON, Neshoba County Coroner
Sheriff LAWRENCE RAINEY, Neshoba County
Deputy Sheriff CECIL PRICE. Neshoba County
Dr. "IJDEL G.. ,!RUNSON. Professor of Pathology.

Universit of' ssissippi Medical School
Dr. Assistant Professor of Pathology.

Univers t issippi Medical School.
Dr. .Assistant Professor of Pathology.

Universit of Mississippi Medical School
Photographer. Mississippi Highway
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Body #1 was determined to be that of a white male
clad in blue denim trousers and Wellington-style boots.
A ring set consisting of two irregular bands joined together
at intervals by bars was removed from the left ring finger of
the body by Dr. FEATHERSTON. The appearance of this ring
was consistent with the descriptive data avilable concerning
the wedding ring belonging to MICHAEL HENRY SCHWERNER. This
ring was placed in a container for subsequent transmittal to the
FBI Laboratory for development of any inscriptions thereon.
Present in the right front pocket of the trousers on this body
was a cigarette lighter which was similar to the lighter described
in descriptive 'data of the belongings of SCHWERNER. The clothing.
head hair samples, and personal effects of SCHWERNER were obtained
and preserved for subsequent transmittal to FBI Laboratory.

Dr. REUEL MAY, JR., D.D.S., Jackson, Mississippi.
performed a dental examination of Body 11. This examination
consisted of recording of the existing dentition in the skull ~nd

lower jaw of Body #1.

Upon completion of this dental examination •. Dr. FEATHERSTON
removed the terminal phalanges of each hand and turned them
over in order to SA SHEARER for preservation and subsequent
examination for any rid~e detail present which miRht make possi-
ble fingerprint identifIcation of-Body 11 by the Latent Fingerprint
Section of'the Identification Division of the FBI. Because of
theadvanced stage of decomposition of all three bodies, it was
not nossible to obtain durin2 the autopsies inked impressions-- - -. - - - - . - . .
of the fingers of these bodies. Upon removal of the shoes and
socks of Body #1 the skin comprising the bottoms of the feet
sloughed off. 'This skin was retained for possible identification
purposes.

Dr. FEATHERSTON advised that Body #1 was that of a
white male in an advanced stage of decomposition measuring
70\" in length. He stated death was not from natural causes
and that death was the result of a bullet wound. A section
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II • AUTOPSY OF BODY NUMBER TWO

The terminal phalanges of each hand of Body #2
were removed and preserved as in the case of Body #1. Similarly
the skin tissue from the bottoms of the fee~which had come
off during removal of the shoes and socks of Body #2. was
preserved for possible identification purposes.

i·' k"-" '1 • ( ...... -.

Dr. FEATHERSTON advised that Body #2 was that of
a white male in'an advanced stage of decomposition and that
this body measured 69\" in length. Body #2 was clothed in
a pair of dark trousers. blue socks and Oxfor~-type shoes.
A dark-cqlored shirt was removed from the bodr bag which
contained Body 12. Tnis shirt had previously been located at
the gravJ site lying under the hips of Body #2. The clothing.

During the autopsy of Body #1, Body #2 was afforded
detailed X-ray ~xamination~al personnel. It was
likewise photographed by SA~rior to and during autopsy.
The autop~y of Body #2 commenced at approximately 2:40 a.m.
A similar procedure was then followed by Dr. REUEL MAY. JR.
in making his dental examinations of Body #2 as that procedure
employed by him with Body HI. Dr. MAY's examination commenced
immediately followir~ the breaking of the seal on Body Bag #2
and opening of the bag by Dr. FEATHERSTON. b 7C-

of tissue was removed from the left chest area and was preserve,d
for subsequent powder residue examinations. A bullet was
removed from the left lung cavity and directly placed in a
suitable container for preservation after having first been
marked for identification on its base by Dr. FEATHERSTON.
The removal of this bullet required a median incision on the
ventral surface of the body and removal of the rib cage. A
detailed examination of the body and body X-rays did not reveal
the presence of any other bullets. The examination of Body #1
was terminated at approximately 2:30 a.m.

I
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During the autopsy of Body #2. Body 13 was afforded
detailed X-ra~pitalpersonnel. Body 13 was also photo­
graphed by SA,........prior to and during autopsy. The autopsy
of Body 13 commenced approximately 3:27 a.m. A procedure "
similar to that employed in the dental examinations of Bodies 11
and #2 was utilized in the examination of Body 13 by Dr. REUEL
MAY. JR. Dr. MAY's examination commenced immediately following
the breaking of the seal on Body Bag #3 and the opening of
the bag by Dr. FEATHERSTON. J,?C-

Ill. AUTOPSY OF BODY NUMBER THREE

head hair samples and personal effects of Body 12 were preserve4
for transmittal to FBI Laboratory.

Dr. FEATHERSTON advised that death was not from natural
causes and that a bullet wound was present in the right chest
area of this body. A section of skin tissue was removed
from this area and preserved for examination of any gun powder
residue. A bullet was removed from the thoracic area near
the vertebral column of Body 12. This bullet was placed directly
in a container and preserved for subsequent FBI Laboratory
examination after having been first marked on its base by
Dr • FEATHERSTON • An examination of Body 12 and a careful review
of body X-rays did not reveal the presence of any other bullets.
The examination of Body #2 was terminated at approximately
3:26 a.m•.

r
The terminal phalanges of each hand were removed

and preserved for possibre fingerprint identification. In
addition. the skin tissue from the bottoms of the feet of Body
13 were also preserved for possible identification purposes.

Dr. FEATHERSTON advised that Body 13 was that of a
Negro male in an advanced stage of decomposition and that this
body measured 69" in length. Body 13 was clad in a pair of
dark green trousers. "T" shirt and undershorts. No type of
footwear was present on Body 13. No items of per!ll)nal identi­
ficati(n were located in the clothing of Body 13. This clothing
was rtmoved and preserved for examination by the FBI Laboratory.
Head hair samples were removed for subsequent FBI Laboratory

~1 3S{ -".. 5_Q-:.3i-
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No facts were developed during the autopsy of Bc.dy 13
which would permit identification of this body. 1(0 dental
record has been located for victim CHANEY; however. it was
noted thAt the general physicAl description and the clotbina
on Body 13 conformed closely to the previously obtained descrip-
tive d.'ita for victim CHANEY. •

D~. MAY. after completing hiB dental charting of
Bodies #1 and 12. compared these charts with dental records
previously obtained for victims Scm.'ERNER and GOODMAN. These
charts were made available to him by S~ OOC~.

As a!esult of Dr. MAY's comparisops. he advised
that in h~s professional opinion the e.isting dentition in the
skull and> lower> jaw of Body #1 conforms to that of the dental
record of victf.m SCHWERNER and that the existing dentition in
the skull and lower jaw of Body #2 c,.-.nforms to that of the
dental record furnished for victim GOODMAN. Based upon these.
comparisons. Dr. KAY was of the professional opinion that
Body II was that of MICHAEL HENRYSCHWERNER and Body #2 was
that of M1>EEW GOODHAN.

, IV. . DENIAL IDEm'IFICATIONS OF BODIES

IN 44·1
5

t filth was not rom natura
and that three bullets were p:rest<nt in this body. Dr. FEATHER­
STON advised that death most likely occurred as a result of
the bullet wound of the head. A buliet was removed from the
anterior abdominal wall of Body 113. A second bullet was removed
from t~e center of the back of Body 13 and a third bullet was
rem0ved from the bcain substance in the cranium of Body 13.
Each of these three bullets was placed directly in a container
by Dr. FEATHERSTON after having first marked their bases for
identification pu~po5es. Skin tissue from the upper left
epigastrium was removed and preserved for gun powder residue
examination. Autopsy of Body #3 was terminated at approximately
4:15 a.m. 07t>1
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Dr. MAY's original dental charts of Bodiesll. 12
and #3 are being retained by the FBI for possible future use
as evidence in this case. At the request of Dr. FEATHERSTON
copies of these charts have been provided to him for completion
of his records on these autopsies.

•
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

August 12. 1964Date _

V.
Dr. WILLIAM PRESTON~THERSTON. Pathologist.

advised following his auto~i~;--~f the bodies·-relOOvea from
the earthen dam near Philadelphia. Mississippi, on August 4.
1964, that in his professional opinlon-aeath to each of the
bodies was due to gunshot wound. In the case of Bodies #1 and
12. gunshot wounds to the chest were the causes of death. In
the case of Body #3, which suffered three gunshot wounds, it
was Dr. PEATHERSTON's professional opinion that death was due
to the gunshot wound to the head of this body. Dr. FEATHERSTON
could not establish the sequence of the three gunshot wounds
of Body 13 and. in addition. could not establish the positions
of any of the three bodies at the time of the gunshot wounds.
Dr. FEATHERSTON stated that these determinations were precluded
by the condition of the bodies.

he is requ~~/~~:~~t:~a~~f~~:t~~~~e~W:~~~r~arc~t-i~~
of these autopsy reports. One copy is to go to the court of
jurisdiction and the second copy to the County Attorney of
jurisdiction. He stated. however. that he knew of no rule
or regulation Which would preclude his providing the FBI with
an unsigned copy of his autopsy report recognizing that should
an official copy be necessary in subsequent court action. the



Department of Justice would be able to legally obtain the
official report. Dr. FEATHERSTON stated that as 800na8 the
report was completed, he ~~uld furnish a copy to the Meridian
office of the FBI.
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On August 14. 1964. an unsigned copy of the autopsy
report prepared by Dr. WIIJ.IAM P. FEATHERSTON • M.D•• was
received. This report covers the autopsy of each of the victims'
bodies. It is set out as follows:

JN44-l
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described Dr. SPAIN ,as the Chief of'ehe
Department of Pathology of the Brookdale Medical Center,
Brooklyn; New York, Clinical Professor of Pathology, State
University of New York. Downstate Medical Center, and formerly
a !iladical!'lkaminer, Westchester, New York. b7c-/ b7D., . .

, '

advised one copy of this report was, mailed
to the "District Attorney~' Neshoba County. MLssLssipp1; and
that the 'second 'copy of the report was being hand-carried
by him to ~s. CHANEY at MerLdLan, KissLssLppi, on the morning
,of August 8, ,l964.b7<2/.b7D

TPereport furnlshed by~is set out as
follows: bl-c, b7D

On August 7, 1964, f<jlr.,the
National Council of Chur~he§, advised SAC ROY K. MOORE, Jackson,
Mississippi, that he is the attorney for Mrs. CHANEY, mother
of victim JAMES EARL CHANEY. At this time he furnished SAC
MOORE with a copy of a report entitled. "Post Mortem Examination
Report :of the Body of James Chaney." b7C-, b7D

\

According to_ the examination was conducted by
,.Qr. DAVID ~AIN on August 7, 1964, at the University Medical
School Hospital, Jackson,Mississ!pp~,and witnessed by
University of Mississippi'Medical School Pathologists, b7C /b7D

~44-1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1

for
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August 12. 1964Date _

,On August 5. 1964, the followi~ items were prepared
ment to the FBI Laboratory by SAs.~.:;

b1c"

Items Relating to Body Kucher One:

Item 1 - First and second joints of each of
fingers on this body.

Item 2 - Skin removed from bottoms of feet.
Item 3 Clothing removed from body including wallet

and cigar~tte lighter and 9 keys.
Item 4 - Wedding ring removed from left ring finger

Jiody Nun:ber One.
Item 5 - Bullet removed from chest of Body ~~mber One.
Item 6 - Known hair samples taken from head of Body

NuIther One.
Item 7 - Portion of skin surrounding hole in chest

of Body Nuttber One.

Items Belating to Body Number Three:

File II _~.1N~44=:-~1~ _

I

Item 14- First and second joints of each of fingers
of Body Number Three.

~~,----,,,,-,,,'-W_'_-__·__Date dictated _.J8il,j/wlulu/'-li64a.. _

Items Relating to Body KUlI.ber Two:

Item 8 - First and sl:cond joints of each of fingers
of Body Kumber ~~.

Item 9 - Skin removed from bottoms of feet.
Item 10- Clothing removed frDm body including wallet.
Item 11- Bullet from chest area Qf Body ~~mher Two.

I Jtem 12- Hair sample from head qf Body Number Two.
item 13- Skin from area around hole in chest of

Body Number Two. .

On ---eS:...:/...=Sc.:./_64..c lat Jackson, Mississippi
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(Items Relating to Body Number Three continued)

Item 15 - Skin removed from bottoms of feet.
Item 16 - Clothing removed from body including wallet.
Item 17 Skin section from area surrounding hole 1n

chest are.a. Body Number Three.
Item 18 - Bullet removed from center back of Body

Number Three.
Item 19 - Bullet removed from anterior abdominal wall.
Item 20 - Bullet removed frem head.

I

The packages containing these items were turned over
to SA FREDERICK A. COOK for hand carrying to the FBI Laboratory
at 7 a.m. on August 5. 1964.

In addition. ccntained in these packages were three
4 x 5 Tri-X exposed film packs, two rolls of Kodacolor-X
35 millimeter exposed film and one roll of Kodak Plus-X 35
millimeter exposed film for develcpr.er.t by the Photographic
Laboratorv of the FBI in Wash;llngton, D. C.
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