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United States of America v. Edward Rose & Sons, Inc, et al. In February 2003, the
Court issued an order granting the United States a preliminary injunction to enjoin the
defendants from occupying or further constructing 19 apartment buildings at Westlake
Apartments in Belleville, Michigan and Lake Point Apartments in Batavia, Ohio, until
they could be redesigned or retrofitted to be brought into compliance with the Fair
Housing Act.

The two complaints filed alleged Edward Rose & Sons, several affiliate companies, as
well as individual architects and architectural firms, have engaged in a pattern or practice
of discrimination against persons with disabilities. They have failed to included
accessible features required by the Fair Housing Act and the Americans with Disabilities
Act in a number of apartment complexes it developed in Indiana, Michigan, Ohio,
Wisconsin, Illinois and Virginia.

The United States alleges that approximately 4,050 ground floor units in 42 apartment
complexes do not have accessible entrances, kitchens and bathrooms, along with other
building features. Edward Rose & Sons is one of the largest multifamily developers in the
nation. Fifteen of the 42 apartment complexes sited in this case are located in Indiana.

On August 25, 2004, the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed the decision of the
district court granting the Untied States’ motion for a preliminary injunction. The Circuit
affirmed that the Fair Housing Act requries the common landing area between two
covered dwellings to be accessible to persons with disabilities. The defendants’ split-level
design only provides access by way of a half-flight of stairs.



