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I ]RISONERS RIGHTS U} I ION

n 9 0 , 9  6 t h  s r :
l i a c r a m e n t o ,  C A  9 5 8 1 4
r l  9  r6 , )  325-27 0r

IIICHARD P. I{ERMAN I

L29 Mar ine Avenue
P . O .  B o x  3 2 8
I3a lboa  f  s l and ,  CA 92662
r l 7 l 4 )  6 7 3 - 7 6 7 0  r

]]AUL PERSONS
1834  Ar roya  Canyor r
C h i c o ,  C A , 9 5 9 2 8
r 1 9 1 6  )  8 9 3 - 4 7 1 0

l \ t t o rneys  fo r  P la in t i f f s

UNITED

EASTERN

iIARABARA DOTY, RHONDA
I{ ICK CARLSEN,  and a l l
s ; i rn i la r , l y  s i - tua ted

P l a i n t i f f ,

V S .

TIHE COIJNTY OF LASSEN i
;ind, RONALD D. JARR]ILL as
f i h e r i f f ,  a n d  f n d i v i d u a l l y ,

STA'TES DISTRICT COURT

,:il::'"] "'cff$i'::qs- I er'e
others

LK[{_JiM
COMPLAINT FOR INJUNCTTVE
RELIEI '

CLASS ACTION

D e f e n d a n t s .

.iuRrE!!qTlpN

r  l .  T h i s , i s , a  c l a s s  a c t i o n  b r o u g h t  b y  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  i n

'  t he  LassenrCoun ty  ' l a i l  t o  red ress  the  c lep r : l va t i on  by  de fenc lanLs ,

, r  Coun ty  o f  T ,assen  and  Sher i f f  Rona ld  D .  Ja r re l l ,  o f  pJ -a in t i f f s

'  r : i .ghts , ,  'pr iv i l -eg ies and immuni t ies ar is ing under  the Const i tu t ion

'e tnd  Laws  o f  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes  and  the  dep r , i va t i on  under  co lo r

o, f  raw.  by the ind j -v idual  defendants of  these r - igh.Bs ( l - i rs t .

,  I rour th '  E ighth,  and Four teenth Amendments of  the Const i . tu t ion
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o f  t he  un i ted  s ta tes )  42  usc  sec t i on  r9g3  th rough  ove , r c rowd i_ng ,

i nadequa te  s ta f f  and  i nadequa te  p rocedures  ,  hy r fa : l _ l i 3g  to

p rov ide  beds ,  pe rsona l  s to rage  space ,  adequa te  fooc1 ,  c roLhes"
' underwear ,  

med ica r ,  c l e ' t a r ,  and  men ta l  hea l t r r  ca re /  a  dece ' t ,

c l e ' a n ,  a d e q u a t e l y  l i t  j a i 1 ,  a  s a f e  j a i 1 ,  r e a s o r r a b l e  r r i s i L a t i o n ,

nai l  not  reacr  or  copiecr  or  taken by deder- rdants,  locar  por i .ce

o ' r  t he  D .A . ,  access  to  a t to r :neys ,  access  to  l ega r  n ia te r_ ia l - s  f
i : radequate gr ievance p: :ocedures r  prompt  proLrabl .e  caLlse a 'c l

de ten t i -on  and  ba i l  hea r i -nqs ,  p r j _vacy  f  o r  conve rsa t i ons  w i th

a l - t o rneys ,  access  to  te lephones ,  and  unequa l  access  fo r

women pr isoners '  rnstead named.  p la i -n t i f  f  s  Rhonda Jones,  Rarha.ra

D . t y ,  and  N ick  ca r l sen  a : re  p r i - sone rs  i n  t he  La -ssen  coun ty , fa i_ l

who were arrested wi . thout  a  warrant  a 'd  take '  to  the Lassen

cc run ty  Ja i r ,  l oca ted  a t  z2o  s  .  Lassen ,  susanv i l r e ,  ca . r i _ f  o : : n_ ia
(hLe re ina f te r  ca I l ec l  r rLdsse f l  

Coun ty  Ja i l _ , , )  .  Many  war : ran t l _ess
: l

a r res tees ,  and  sen tenced  p r i sone rs ,  a re  c le t -a inec l  i n  t -he  Lassen

county Ja i l  in  such ovgrcrowded condi t ions that  they are c len iec l

a  cons t i t u t i ona l l y  adequa te  p lace  o f  c le te l t i on ,  i nc luc l i nc r

fa i t rure to  prov ic le  a bec l  to  s leep on.

2 -  The  j u r i sd i c t i on  o f  t h i s  cou r t  i s  i nvokec l  u ' c l e r  28, ,
usc  -1331 '  t h j - s  be i -ng  an  ac t i on  a r i s i ' g  under  t l - r e  cons . i t u t i - o '

; ' I

and  Laws  o f  t he  un i ted  s t -a tes ;  and  u 'de  r  42  I JSC 1343 .  t r r i s  r re i . ' g
an act i - .n  au 'hhor ized by raw to redress the c lep: r_ 'vat io '  under :
co 'o r  o f  t r re  s ta te  raw ,  sLa tue ,  o rd i -nance f  regu la t i _on ,  c ' s . r -om,  ,  '  

I  , '  i . , r  ,

anc l  usage  o f  a  r i gh t r  p r i v i - l ege ,  and  immun i t y  secu rec l  t o
p j -e r i n t i f f s  by  the  F i r s t ,  Fon r th ,  E igh th ,  and  Four t -een t i r

Amendmen ts  o f  t he  cons t i t u t i on  o f  t he  un i t . ed  s tabes .

3 .  De fe 'dan t  couNTy  oF  LASSEN (he re ina f te r  ca f rec l

10

1 t

t2

l3

14

I5

16

t7

18

19

20

2l

22

ze
24
i i  : : '

25

26

27

28



ti

, 2 !

3i

4

5

6

I

I

I

10

I T

12

.::ji]ii-:::.:'.::''.;|..l'.|j!)....!\i.|fi;'|:d'11i!i!i)|;....i::5.'I:i4i:'|,:.:iti''i.'.jl4{,r"t?rji'r'j:k4.ty+.13T''4$.ffiJ

"Coun ty " )  i s  a  un i t  o f  . Loca l  gove rn rnen t ,  du l y  f o rmed  a r r r l
au tho r i zed  r rnde r  t he  l aws  o f  t he  s ta te  o f  ca l i f o rn ia "  As  pa r tof  i ts  dut ies,  def  endant  cr :unty  prov ides rocar_ ja i_1 f  ac i r ._ i  h_tes , .spec- i f ica l ly  the r ,assen county Ja i r -  l0catec l  i r r  t 'e  c i ._y ofS u s a n v i l l e ,  C o u n t y  o f  L a s s e n -  T n r ^ , , * r ^tn.  Tt r rough i l re  She.r : i f f  ,s  Depar t rnent

of  the County of ,  Lassen and other  County agencj -es,  defencla,nt :
coun ty  a l so  p rov ides  superv l s i -on  to  pe rsons  i n  t he  Lasse r r
Count lz  . la i l ,

4 .  f nd i v_ i_dua l  Rona ld  D .  Ja r re l . l  i s  t he
Coun ty  o f  l , assen ,  respons ib_ te  fo r  t he  Lassen
r t s  r n m a t e s .

5 .  A t  a l l  t i m e s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  b h i sj  LU Lr rJ -s  compla : i_n t ,  the  namer l

: l l i l : : " "  

Derendant was act ins under r l re coror  or  h is orr ic . ra lcapac i t ' y  a 'c l  the  ord i 'ances  and r - -egr_r laL i_ons  o f  r rc lsso l r  cou 'Ly , ,a n d  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a .

6 .  The  neamed  p la in t i f f s  a re  c i t j - zens
in  the  Un i ted  S ta tes . "

ts
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Sl ie i : i f f  o f  b i re

County  Ja_ i l  and

or  persons  res j_c l j_ng
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r r  7 .  D u r i n g  a l l , ' . t i m e s  m o n { _  j n n ^ r  L  ,ment ioned here- in ,  the defenclants ,  a .nc l_each of  them separate ly  anc i  in  concer t r  ac.Lecl  under  co lorana  p ie tense  o f  l aw ,  t o  w i t r  u f l de r  co lo r  o f  t he  s ta tues ,' o rd inances  
'  r egua l t - i ons ,  cus toms  and  usage  o f  t he  s ta te  o fca l i f o rn ia  and  the  Coun ty .  Eac '  o f  t he  de fen< lan ts  he re in ,' sepapra te l y  

and  i '  conce r t  engagec r  and  consp i : : ed  i n  t he  i l l ega_ t

, ; " : : : : : -nu:" t t  

ment i -oned to the in jurv  or  pra: ' - ' r i r rs ,  dad
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' s e c u r e c l  t o  p l a i n L l f f  b y  t h e  F i s r t r  F o u r t h ,  E i g h t h  a n d  F o u r i : . e e n t : hA,mendments  to  the  Const i tu t_

.  

_  v v r r D L - l - u u r l _ o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t . e s  a n d  . h h e
l a w s  o f  t h e  U n i . t e d  S t a t e s ,  p u r s u a n t  . L o  

t l i e  p r a c t i c e  a n d  p o l i c y
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of ,  def ,endant  CounLy

,  8 .  A t  a I I  r e levan t  t imes ,  t he

I thonda Jones,  and Nick Car lsen were

p la in t i f f s  Ba r : ] : a ra  Do ty ,

p r i sone rs  and  he ld  i n

the  Lassen  Coun t l r  ' Ja i l .

9 .  The  dep r i va t i ons '  su f fe red  by  p la in t i f f s  were  and  a re

'Lhe res,u l t  o f  ongoing pat terns of  conduct  and pract j -ces of

c le f ,endants,  inc lud ing defenclant  COUNTY OF LASSEN and defendant-

I l ona l - c l  D .  Ja r re I I ,  and  un l .ess  and  un t i l  o i : de red  by  th i s  cou l r t ,

overcrovr /ded condj - t ions resul t ing i -n  inadequate food,  c lo th:Lt tg ,

s leeping arrangements,  medi -caI  and den'bal  a t tc l  menta l  heaJ- l - t r ,

sa fe t y ,  ' access  to  a t to rneys  and  excess i ve  deLen t ion  o f

nrarrant less ar i :estees before pro l iab le cause hear ings and bai l -

ldear ings wi l l  cont- inue to  depr ive innates of  t .he Lassen Cor- in ty

, Ja , i l -  o f  t he i r  cons t i t u t i ona l  r i qh ts .

CLASII ACTION ALIiEGATIOI{S16
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10. ,  The nar -nec t r  6 l la i t r t j - f f s  a l :e  representa 'b ives  o f
I

, i
' w i t h i n , t h e , r n e a n i n g  o f  R u l e  2 3 ( a )  a n d  2 3 ( b ) ( 2 ) : o f  i : h e

Ru t res  o f  C i v i , t  P rocedures .

a  c l a s s

F  e d e r a l

,  1 I .  The members of  t l te  c lass are so r " rumerous that .  jo inc ler :

q f  aL l  o f  t hem j - s  imprac t - i ca I ,  t . he re  be ing  more  ' bhan  60

pr i -soners in  the Lassen Coun' ty  Ja i l  a i -  any one t - ime.

, L 2 ; ' , T h e  n e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  a f e  r e a d i l y  i d e n t i . f i a k r l . e

f ' rom the def ,endan{-s t  recorc ls .

26

27

38

' l ?
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c l a s s ;

c l a i m .

T 4

. ,  There are quest ions of  l -aw and fact  common to the

the i r  c l ass  c la ims  p redominaLe  ove r  any  i nd i v idua l

.  The  de fendan ts  have  ac ted  o r  re fused  to  acL  e r l

4

i---:J::-.;;^-',,-..,;:;,-r ,-lri--+i -r----i:.a*.e1-fA?+-'" "fli+'r"'1*n



pracab l "e  to  thq  C le  
.  : : '  ' i  ' ' : :  '  ' :  ' . "

LSs  l r y  f a - i - l . j ng  Lo  t - r i ; ov i r t equate fac i l_ , i " t ies 
anc l  hear j - r rgs.

La in t i f f s  w i l l  f a i r l y  and  adeq 'a te l yp , ro tec t  t he  i n te res ts  o f  t he  c lass ;  hav_
15 '  The c- lass cons. i  q#o ^c 

ing ns r : t l ter  - i - r r i -enL t l rer r  -u r d t s i s  C O n S i s t

, t r , i1ssen. , ,cqunt) '  
s  o f  a l l  pr isoners 

held in  11re LassenJ a i l  f r o m  J u I y  l J ,  j . 9 8 9  
t cf t t t r l re  :pr i * "oo*o present ,  

and a l - l -

1 7 .  t r l a i n t i f f s  
d o  n o t  p r o p o s e

n o t i c e

s im :L Ia r

a t  t i r i s  t r_ rne ,

c a s e s  
"

i,

I

menta l  hea1i l i  c
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