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BY FACSIMILE 
The Honorable Richard M. Berman 
United States District Judge 
Daniel Patrick Moynihan 
United States Courthouse 
SOO Pearl Street 
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'"Dear u ge Berman: 

212 637 2717 

U.S. Department of Justi4:e 

United States A(lorney 
Southern District of New York 

The Government' writes to provide the Court with II status update. 
I 

P.02 

. First, the parties have reached an impa.sse in settlement negotiations. Accordingly, unless 
the Court grants the Go~ent's outstanding request to enter the consent decrees formerly 
signed by all the parties, Ito which the defendants now object, this litigation must proceed. While 
the case is proceeding bCifore Your Honor, the Govemment would be emenable to simultaneously 
engaging in settlement dlscussions with the assigned Magistrate Judge. 

Second, we also write to inform the Court that the City of New York has commenced a 
dialogue with the Uni::e . States Department of Housing and Urban Development ("HUO") 
regarding the City's c nt accessibility code. In declining to enter the signed consent decrees, 
the Court expressed an i terest in seeing such a dialogue take place. On January 10, 2011, HUD 
officials conferred by tel~phone with several New York City officials regarding the City's current 
building code requiremejlts for accessibility. On that call, HUD reiterated that, if the City adopts 
one of the model buildin~ codes that HUD has deemed a "safe harbor," without modifications or 
waivers that decrease ac'leSSibility, the City's code would be consistent with the Fair Housing 
Act. In addition, HUD officials offered to provide technical assistance to the City in response to 
specific questions about l1spects of the City's code. HUD anticipates further communications 
with the City regarding its accessibility code. 
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Thank you for considering this status report. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PREET BHARARA 
United States Attorney 

212 637 2717 

1f"Z - / 
By:( ~!2 . __ _ 

cc: BY FACSIMILE 
Neil Underberg &. John Hadlock 
Facsimile No. (212) 294.4700 

Christopher A. Albanese 
Facsimile No. (914) 681-8709 
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SARAH E. LIGHT 
BRIAN M. FELDMAN 
trYU 
CARLNASCHOENBERGER 
Assistant United States Attorneys 
Tel. Nos. (212) 637·2696/2777/2734 
Fax Nos. (212) 637-2717 
Sarah.Light@usdoj.IlOv 
Brillll.F eJdmllll@usdoj.gov 
Li. Yu@USdoj.gov 
Clll'ina.Schoenberger@Usdoj.gov 
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