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~t»artmtnt tll~ustitt 

FOR IMMSDIATE RELEASE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9. 1958 

~ttorney Generd.J William p. Rogers made public today 

the following letters: 

September 7, 1958 

Honorable Dean Dauley 
City Manager 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Dear Mr. Dauley: 

_ As you know, the Supreme Court on 3eptember 11, 
1958, will hear argwnents on whether the Little Rock Central High 
School should open on a non-segregated basis on September 1 S, 
1958. Because of the possibility that the Supreme Court may af­
firm the decision of the Eighth Circuit Court of f ppeals it seems 
desirable that careful plans should be made now by responsible 
officials to prevent disorder or violence in the event of such af­
firmance. 

With this objective in mind, the purpose of this 
letter is to esay tha.t the Department of lustice and its represen­
tatives in Little Rock, the United State. Attorney and the United 
States MarshoJ. for the Eastern District of Arkansas, are ready 
to cooperate fully With the City of Little Rock and the Little Roc'k 
Police within the limits of our respedive responsibilities. 

The Department of Ivstice has made arrangements 
for the temporary expau~on of the present staff of the United 
States Marshal's ()ffice~ it is important that this action should 
not be miscoDstrued or 'mieUDderetood by anyone. It ie not the 
purpose of the Marehal to assume, substitute for. or in any Wily 
intrude upon the primary resPonsibility of the state and ita sub­
divieions to maiDtaia peace and order • 
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Our federal-~tate system of government neces­
sitates both state and natlona.~ authorities in the same geographical 
area at the same time. each ~perating in their proper sphere of 
responsibility. The presence!bf one should not affect the,duty 
or' l~mit the responsibility of the other. The history of our Re­
public, has made clear..,,-too, the wisdom of r~posing the primary 
duty for the prese~ion of peace and order permanentlx... with 
the state authorities. Because of this ·fact the United States 

" , 

Marshal and his deputies do not propose to serve as peace of­
ficers, but plan to perform their pr9per functions; to assist in 
the execution of the orders of the United States Courts and to 
do it cooperatively in a way which will be helpful to you. 

By effective use of the city police. other law 
enforcement ~ficers of the state and locality. with the coopera­
tion of the Department of Justice as indicated," it is hoped that 
mob" violen~e and disorder may be preven*ed. Surely our 
national interest requires all public officials who have respon­
sibility in this matter to strive earnestly and resolutely io that 
end. 

The United States Marshal, and other officers 
of this Department as may be Appropriate. are ready to confer 
with you at your earliest' convenience in an ef!ort to work out 
mutually satisfactory plans within our area<s of responsibility. 

Nith kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

/s/ William P. Rogers 

Attorney General 
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Septetnber 7. 1958 

M~. Wa'}ne Upton 
Pr~sident, Little Rock School Board 
Little Rock~Arkansas 

Dear Mr •. Upton: 

In view of the short period of time between the hearing 
scheduled {or September 11 in the Supreme Court of the United 
States and the opening of Little Rock Central High School scheduled 
for September IS, I thought it might be helpful if I wrote to you now: 
In view of the possibility that the Supreme Court may affh:m the 
decision of the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals and vacete the orq.er 
of Judie Lemley, it seems advisable to 'con!;ider steps which might 
be taken to prevent obstruction of the orders of the District Court 
and in the hope of preventing an outbreak of violence. 

;fou will recall that the Court of Appeals, in it", recent 
opinion ita the matter, said: 

"We do observe. however, that at no time did 
the Board (Little Rock School Board) seek injunc­
tive relief against those who opposed by unlawful 
acts the lawful integration plan. which action 
apparently proved successful in the Clinton, 
Tennesoee and Hoxie. Arkansas situations." 

,. 
In view of this observation by the Court and because such 

a cour,se of action might be .effective in preserving order, I am sure 
that the School Board will W&Jlt to consider seeking such relief. 
Recognizing thep.roblems which confront the Schoo'l Bolord in this 
connection, the purpose of this letter is to advise you that th~ Depart­
ment of 1ustice is prepared to give its cooperation ana to assist in 
any way which may be helpful to you in making the suggested appli­
cation to the District Court. 

Q 

I realize the position the School Board is maintaining befo're 
the Supreme Court. and this letter is not en attempt to affect that 

.position in any way_ It is written rather in the hope. whatfv~r the 
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contingency. that with careful. a.dvaftCe planning by responsible of­
ficials concerned each will be able effectively to perform the solemn 
duties imposed on him by law, and that violence a.nd disorder. which 
are so harmfU;1 to the national interest, may be thus preve~ted. 

Officers of the Department of 1ustice will be ready to confer 
with you, your c.ounsel, or any representative or representatives of 
the Little Rock School Board, as 800n as it ie cOIlvenient for you. 

Sincerely, 

/8/ William P. Rogers 

Attor~ey General 


