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1 Jeffrey S. Davidson ~State Bar No. 1436331 

Tony L. Richardson State BarNo. 126230 ' . 
2 Christopher J. Heck State Bar No. 174647 r U:: 

KIRKLAND & ELLIS LLP i ' 

3 777 South Figueroa Street, Suite 3700 %f ED ; .. 
. . Los Angeles, California 90017 ; CLERK us FbisTRICT CURT '. ", 
'4 Telep.h?ne: (213).680-8400 • FAX: (213) 680-85 0 ,,' " 
5 E-mall.check@kIrkland.com ' JAN .3 0 2006 '" 

Eve Hill (State Bar No. 202178) 
6 Paula D. Pearlman (State Bar Woo 109038) L DISTRICT Of CAlIfORWA 

DISABILITY RIGHTS LEGAL DEPUTY 

7 CENTER 
919 Albany Street 

8 Los Angeles, California 90015-1211 A 
9 Telephone: (213) 736-1031 • Fax: (213) 736-1428 ORIGIN l 

Robert D. Newman (State Bar No. 86534) 
10 Kimberly Lewis (State Bar No. 144879) 

Richard A. Rothschild (State Bar No. 067356) 
11 WESTERN CENTER ON LAW AND POYER~T~Y~~r-____ 1 
12 

3701 Wilshire Boulevard, #208 ~'":"" .Et<TE'lE~C1 C ullT 
Los Angeles, California 90010-2809 . .!>.otSiR-l 

~3 ?;hone\ (213) 487-7211 • Fax: (213) 487-~.. ~\ 2006 

.. -Attorn~ys for Plaintiffs :" JAN" 
14 fAdditional counsel appear on next page] 

~' ~~~ ,&u UNITED STATES DIS\lja~~r-~-
~ ~~§ qy CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

~ ~~~Aj RODQ.1h.KENNETH Case No. CV 03-1580 FMC (PJWx) 
.-.J ~CUNlJER, Al'1U ANTONIO 
18 GAXIOLA, et al.,· , [Honorable Florence-Marie Cooper] 
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Plaintiffs, 

v. 

DIANA BONTA, R.N., DR. P.H., 
Director of the State Department of 
Health Services, ail Individual in Her . 
Official CapacitY.; COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES a lublic entity; THOMAS 
L. GARTHW ITE, M.D., Director and 
Chief Medical Officer of Defendant 
County's Department of Health 
Services; an mdividual in his official 
caEacity; and DOES 1-10, inclusive, 
in ividual Defendants are sued in their 
official capacities, 

Defendants. 

[5 £26£ JSSI) FINDINGS OF FACT 
AND CONC[;USIONS OF LAW ON 
ATTORNEYS' FEES PORTION OF 
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
(F.R.C.P.23(b)) 

Date: 
Time: 

. Ctrm: 

January 30, 2006 
11:00 a.m. 
750 

[PROPOSED] FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
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2 Additional Counsel: 
Melinda Bird (State Bar No. 102236) 

3 Marilyn Holle (State Bar No. 61530) 
Maria F. Iriarte (State Bar No. 150704) 

4 PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY, INC. 
3580 Wilshire Boulevard, #902 

• 

5 Los Angeles, California 90010-2512 
Telephone: (213) 427-8747 + Fax: (213) 427-8767 

6 
Gerald A. Mcintyre (State Bar No. 181746) 

7 NATIONAL SENIOR CITIZEN LAW CENTER 
3435 Wilshire Boulevard, #2860 

8 Los Angeles, California 90010-1938 
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Pursuant to Rules 23(h) and 52 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, the 

, ' 

2 Court finds and concludes as follows: [,,'; , 
- i' . 
~"" t, . 

3 Findings of Fact " ":' . 
(,.1 

4 1. This lawsuit was filed in March 2003 to prevent closure of Rancno' 

5 Los Amigos Rehabilitation Center ("Rancho"), an acclaimed facility for treatment 

6 of persons with severe disabilities and chronic illnesses. Plaintiffs represent a 

7 certified class of Medi-Cal recipients who receive care at Rancho. 

8 2. Plaintiffs obtained a preliminary injunction that prevented 

9 closure of Rancho, and the injunction was affirmed on appeal. Radde v. Bonta, 

10 357 FJd 988 (9th Cir. 2004). Plaintiffs then secured a Settlement Agreement that 

11 protected the right to continued treatment for themselves and members of the 

12 plaintiff class. Plaintiffs are prevailing parties in this litigation. 

13 3. This lawsuit vindicated rights protected by the Americans with 

14 Disabilities Act and the Medicaid Act. 

15 4. The hours claimed by plaintiffs in this litigation, as modified by 

16 counsel's five percent voluntary billing judgment reduction, are reasonable. This 

17 case required plaintiffs' counsel to make a massive factual showing, including 

18 numerous expert declarations, concerning the likely effect of the closure of 

19 Rancho on persons with disabilities and chronic illnesses. Counsel also needed to 

20 analyze and brief in this Court and the Ninth Circuit major issues of first 

21 impression concerning the applicability of the Americans with Disabilities Act and 

22 the Medicaid Act. Plaintiffs' attorneys then engaged in detailed and lengthy 

23 negotiations resulting in a comprehensive Settlement Agreement that protects the 

24 interests of the plaintiff class. Throughout the litigation, counsel's presentation 

25 was thorough and persuasive. The quality of representation was excellent. 

26 5. The hourly rates claimed by plaintiffs are reasonable. The rates are 

27 justified by substantial evidence of the customary rates charged by private 

28 attorneys with comparable experience; rates awarded in other cases, including to 

findings & conclusions fees.wpd 
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United States District Judge 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

RODDE v. COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
CV 03-1580 FMC (PJWx) 

3 
I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of Califomia, 1 am over the age of 18 and'~ot 

4 a party to the within action; my business address is: 3701 Wilshire Blvd" Ste. 208, Los Angeles, 
CA 90010 . 

5 
On January 13, 2006, I served the foregoing document described as [PROPOSED) 

6 FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW ON ATTORNEYS' FEES 
PORTION OF SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT (F.R.C.P. 23(b» by placing the original 

7 _ x_ a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope addressed as follows: --

8 

9 

SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 

On the above date: 

10 _X_ (By]LU.S. MAILIBY 0 EXPRESS MAIL) The sealed envelope, with postage thereon 
fully prepaid, was placed for collection and mailing following ordinary business 

II practices. I am aware that on' motion of the party served, service is presumed invalid if 
the postage cancellation date or postage meter date on the envelope is more than one 

12 day after the date of deposit for mailing set forth in this declaration. I am readily 
familiar with Western Center On Law And Poverty's practice for collection and 

13 processing of documents for mailing with the United States Postal Service and that the 
documents are deposited with the United States Postal Service the same day as the day 

14 of collection in the ordinary course of business. 

15 (BY FEDERAL EXPRESS OR OTHER OVERNIGHT SERVICE) I deposited the 
sealed envelope in a box or other facility regularly maintained by the express service 

16 carrier or delivered the sealed envelope to an authorized carrier or driver authorized by 
the express carrier to receive documents. 
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(FEDERAL ONLy) I declare that I am employed in the office of a member of the bar 
of this court at whose direction the service was made, 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

. Executed on January 13,2006, at Los Angeles, California. 
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1 SERVICE LIST 

2 
Don Cole, Esq. 

3 Deputy Attorney General 
State of California 

4 Department of Justice 
Office of the Attorney General 

5 110 West "A" Street, Suite 1100 
Post Office Box 85266 . 

6 San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone: 619-645-2001 

7 Attorneysfor Diana Bonta, R,N, Dr. P.R. 

8 Alisa Morgenthaler Lever 
CHRISTENSEN MILLER, FINK, JACOBS, 

9 GLASER, WElL & SHAPIRO, LLP 
10250 Constellation Blvd., 19th Floor 

10 Los Angeles, CA 90067 
Telephone: 310-553-3000 

11 Attorneys for Defendants County of Los Angeles and 
Thomas L. Garthwaite, MD. 

12 
Raymond G. Fortner, County Counsel 

13 Leela A. Kapur, Senior Assistant County Counsel 
Richard K. Mason, Assistant County Counsel 

14 Sharon A. Reichman, Principal Deputy County Counsel 
648 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 

15 500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

16 Attorneys for Defendants County of Los Angeles and 
Thomas L. Garthwaite, MD. 
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