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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
of PENNSYLVANIA

ACLU-PA, ACLU and Hangley Aronchick Seek Freedom
to Marry for Pennsylvania Couples

ACLU Also Announces Marriage Lawsults In Virginia and Narth Carolina

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
July 8, 2013

HARRISBAIRG, PA - The Amercan Civl Lbertles Unlan of Pennsylvania, the Amercan Civil Liberdes Unien, and velunteer
caunse| from the law firm of Hangley Arenchidk Segal Pudlin & Schiller flled a federal lawsult today on behalf of 21
Pennsylanians who wish to marry In Pennsyhvanla ar want the commanwealth to recognize thelr put-of-state
mamages.

The lawsult aleges that Pennsylvania's Defense of Marmiage Act and refusal to marry lesblian and gay couples or
remgnize thekr cut-ofstate marmages violates the fundamental Aght to marry as well as the Equal Protection Clause
of the Fourteenth Amendment This [awsult mmes In the wake of the ACLU's victory before the U.S. Supreme Court In
LS. v. Windsor, which requires federal rrognition for lesbhlan and gay couples who are mamied In thelr home states.
Plaintiffs argue that the court should dosely scutinkze this disciminatory treatment baause the state's Defense of
Marmlage Act burdens tie fundamental dght to mamy and because k dikeriminates based on sex and sexual
arantation,

"Wa anly want what avary marriad couple wants - to axpress our bva and cormeritmant inn frent of fende and famiby
and the securkty and protactdons that enly mariage provides,” sald plaintiT Deb Whitawood, who has bean togathar
with her spousa Susan Whitewood for 22 years. "0Our Ife i bullt around our ralatonship and the family we have
mada,”

Tha plaintifs indude 10 couples, two minor chlldren of those couples, and one widow who recently lost har partnar of
29 yaars, The lead plaindiTs In the lawsult are Dab and Susan Whitewood of Brkigeviile In Allegheny County, aleng
with their teenage daughters, Abbey and Katle. Thair family also Includas two-year-old Landon, who was placed In
faster cane whh Deb and Suzan by the Allegheny County Dapartment of Chlldren and Youth Sarvices when ha was 11
manths okl and laber was adepted by the couple. Dab and Susan have Iived bogether in 2 committed relatienship far
22 Ee?rs.;lkhev are devout Christlans and thelr family Is actively Invoived In the Christ Unted Methodlst Church of
Bethel Park.

In 1893, Deb and Susan had 8 hely unlen ceremeny at the chunch they attended at the Hme, after which they boath
changed ther last names to Whitewood, 3 combinatlon af thelr sumames. In 2001, they entered Into a dvll unign In
Vermont. Despke thelr demonstrated commitment to sach ather, Pennsyhania law reats them a5 legal strangers,
and they know that they and their family do npt have the sequrity or the digniy of a legally recegnized mamiage.

"Ax the cradle of American liberty, It s shameful that Pennsylvania denles some famiies the dignity and respact that
can only come wih marmage,” sald Reggle Shuford, sxecuthve director of the ACLU of Pennsylvania. "It's wrmng that
the state where these couples Ilve, work, and mlse famllles treats them as second-dass couples.”

In addition to the Whitewoods, the Pannsylvania plaintiffs indude Dawn Plurmemer and Diana Polson (Pittsburgh),
Femande Chang-Muy and Len Rieser (Philadelphla), Angela Gllem and Gall Libyd {(Philadelphla), Fredia and Lynn
Hurdle [Pitisburgh}, and Ron Gabhardtebavar and Greg Wrght (State Colage), who ara lagbian and gay couples in
committed ralatonships who wish to be legally mamied and to give one ansthear tha security and protections that only
marriage provides.

Additional Pannsylvania plaintiTs Edwin Hill and David Palmer (Bangor, Northampton County}, Helena Miller and Dara
Raspberry (FhRadalphla}, Heether and Kath Poahler (Downingtown, Chastar County?), and Marle Cettermole and Julla
Lobur {Hamisburg} are slreedy mamed, having wed In othar states, but ana treated as legal sbreangers In thelr home
state. Plaintiif Maureen Hennessey (Philadelphla) Is 2 wklow who kst her spouse after 29 years together. Because
her spouse wag a worman, thelr mammage Is not recognized by the commonweakh of Pennsylvania, and she Is not
pravided the proteciong afforded to widows under state law.

"The muphs In this Bwsult are united by love, famlly and commitment, which are the comerstenes of mamage. They
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Pennsyhania's o me-ped colples e freadom ta mary," sald Wkold Walczal, ACLU of Parneyivanias kgal diractor
and ane of tha attnmeys pracantng tha plaintfts,

Tha plaintfs cama from acroex the commarsweakth and fremn all wa ks of Ha, Thay Indude an amangancy raom dockar,
3 nursda, & tanchar, unhvarsity profazsors, & ruck drivar, en axacuthes st BNY Mallon, & prychalogkt, mtress, lowpars,
m dog trainar, atate armpicynas, an artet, 8 stey-at-homa mom, snd vatarara. Tha pleintbifs mfact Panneyhanin's rich
diversly: they are Africar-Amerkan, Cawealan, Lating, and Aslan; they are Methodiet, Baptiat, Catholic kar,
kwiah, Buddhist, and sedular, Many have besn together for decadas, and sorme are raising chilkdran tegether, The
shiatens facad by theea couplax ane simiar b thosa faced by tha thousands of sarma-sex coupkss In Panneyhvania
who sre baing danied tha bazic rights that sra sffordad by ma misga.

"a ballva that this bw cannot stand undar any laval of zoutiny becuss sxduding carma-sax couplax from ma maga
doan not furthar any Egtimets govammant irtamet It sarvas only to Insuk and hurt exblen and gay couples and
thalr Tamilea,” sk Mark Aronchkk of Hangley Aronchick Sagal Pudiin & Schiller. "Wea have fiad thie caee today
MI.I::I E&u farnifles Jesarve the secutty of knowing that, in drres of crishls, ther lkvad snes will Ba protected and
provid r."

Tha ACI U ako announosd today that & will amend an sxisting adoption (mwsuk In Narth Caralina In tha caming days
alco zank tha frasdom to marry and will Als 3 mamiaga Ewzult in Viginls as co-couneal with Lambda Lagal in tha
coming wanks oz wall

"In tha pasat faw yaars, wa hava saan an saxtonkhing and wakoma ahHt towerd Amarkenzs ambradng the Has thet
married same-aex couplkes and thoae who wish to marry shoukd not be regarded aa k=15 then any other family,” ankd
Leells Coopar of the ACLU Leablan Gay Meaxual and Trarmgarxier Project. ™Whether K% throwgh Egaten, thrugh the
gkbbura, or at tha hallot box, wa will caonbnus t work tn bBroadan the numbar of states whans ZSama-sexy coupkes
CBn mamy."

Tha ariginal North Caralina caza was fisd et yasr on bahalf of ik sama-sax couplas saaking tha right to obtain
saond-parant sdoptons for thelr chidran. If parnars are alowad to mary, ona parant would ba abls to sdopt the
cther apouse'y chikd, The emended complaint wlll sezk the freedom to mamy a3 wel a3 yeond-parent adoptior.

More Information on the North Caroline case, incuding plaintiT bica, oan be found here: Hiipoifsw,achomg e -
pamat-sinptien-NC

Today's case b WhRewood v. Corbedl ard b fled In the Unked States District Court for the Middie District or
Pannsyhania. Lawysrs Invohned in the cass iIncluds Wakzak, Mary Catharing Roper, arsd Molly Tack-Hoopar of the
ACLU of Pannsyhanbs; Jamas Excakx ard Coopar of tha AU Lesbhbin Gay Bisaxusl and Transgandar Projack;
Aronchick, John 5. Staplaton, Dylan 1. Stainbarg, and Rabacce 8. Mellay of Hanglay Arondhick Segal Pudin & Schilar;
ard Seth Kreimer of the University of Pennsyiania Lavw School,

Ful nformetion about bodey's axe, iInduding profizs of the pleinbifs and & video off Hennesaey and her late 3pouse,
ain be found at: wew,acups,orwh e osd
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