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HARRISBURG, PA -lhe Amertam CIVIl Uberties Union of Pennaylvanla, the Amellam CIVIl Ubert1e11 Union, and volunteer 
c:ounsel fivm tile .. w ltm of Hang ley Arondlldt Segal Pudlln a. Schiller flied a federallaw11ult today on behalf of 21 
Pennsylvenlllns who wish to Qrry In Pennsylvania or Wlllnt the Glmmanwealtll to reQDgnlze their out-okt11te 
nrrllges. 

lhe lllwsurt aleges t11111t Pennsylvlnl111's Defense of Mlllrrllge Act and refvsal to marry lesbl111n 111nd g111y QDUples or 
ree~~gnlre tllelr out-of.sl:lllte rmrrlages violates the fvndamental r1ght to many as well as tile Equal Protection Clause 
of the Foult:eentll Amendment. lhls lawsuit mmes In the wake of the AC:LU's vktory before tile U.S. Supreme Caurt In 
U.S. v. Wllldsor, whldl requires fedl!!ral rl!!mgnltlon far lesbian and gay muples who are rmrrled In their home states. 
Plaintiffs a~gue that tile murt should dosely sautlnlze this discriminatory treall'rll!!nt because tile state's Defense of 
Merrllge Act burdens tile fvndall'll!!ntal right to many and because It dlscrtnmates based on sex and semal 
orientation. 

"We only want what every married muple wanta -to express our love and CC.iiiiibil8nt in l'ront of liiend& and family 
and the secullty and protactlons that only marrllge provides,• said plalntlll' Deb Whllawood, who has been together 
with her spouse susan Whll:lllwood ror 22 year&. •our I~ Is built around our Nlallonsh!p and tile llnnly we haw 
made.• 

lhe plalntltlll "dude 10 muples, two mnor chlldnm of those c:ouples, and one widow who n~cantly lost her partner of 
29 yeam. lhe lead plalntlll!lln the lawsuit ara Deb and Susan Whitewood of Bridgeville In Allegheny County, along 
with their teenage daughters, Abbey and Katie. lhelr lllmlly also lndudes two-year-olcl Landon, who was pia cad In 
lbstilr c:ara with Deb and susan by the Allegheny County Department of Children and Youth Servlcas when he was 11 
months old and Iaber was adopted by the mupla. Deb and Susan have lived together In a oollllrittad relationship lbr 
22 yeam. lhey are devout Chrtftl;rns ;rnd their family Is actively Involved In the Chrfst Unltied Methodist Church of 
Bethel Par1c. 

In 1993, Deb 1nd SUsan had a holy union cel'l!lmany at the church they oJttended 1t tile time, •Iter whldl they both 
changed the• last names tD Whitewood, 11 gomblnatlon of their surnames. In 2001, tlley entered Into 11 dYII union In 
Vermont. Despite tllelr demanslnlted gorrmltment to e•ch other, Pennsylvania law lre1ts tllem •s leg1l strangers, 
and they know t111t tlley 111nd tllelr flllmlly do n~:~t hllft the segu1ty or the dignity of 1 ~g111lly rec:ognlzed 11111rr1111ge. 

"As the cradle of American liberty, It Is shamefUl that Pennsylvania den~s some faiTIIes tile dignity and n!:spea that 
can only mme with rmrrlage." said Reggie Shufanl, executive dlrec1or of the ACW of Pennsylvania. "It's wrong that 
the state wherl!! these muples 11-w, w~:~rlc, and raise families treats them as semnd-dass e~~uples.• 

In addition to tile Whitewoods, tile Penn&ytvania plaintiffs indude Dawn Plummer and Diana Polson (Pitt&burgh), 
Fernando Cheng-Muy and Len Rieser (Philadelphia), Angela Gillem and Gal Lloyd (Philadelphia), Fredla and Lynn 
Hurdle (Pittllburgh), and RDn Gebhanlt&bauer and Greg Wright (State Co lege), who are lesbian and gay couple& in 
committed Nlallonsh!ps who wish to be legally man'led and to give one anotller tile security and protettlons that only 
marriage provlcles. 

Additional Pennsylvania plalntlll!l Edwin Hill and David Palmer (Bangor, Northa1111ton County), Helena Miller and Dare 
Raspberry (Phladelphla), Heather and Kath Poehler (Downingtown, Chester County), and Marta Cattermole and Julia 
Lobur (Hanlsburg} are aln~ady married, having wed In other states, but ara tnlated as legal stnmgers In their home 
state. PlalnUft'Maureen Hennessey (Philadelphia) Is., widow who lost her spouse •Iter 29 years together. Because 
her spouse was a woman, their Qrrlage Is not recognized by the c:ommonwealtll of Pennsylvania, and she Is not 
provided the protecilons allbrded to widows under state law. 

"lhe oouples " tills llwsult are united by love, family and Glmmltment, whldl are tile QDmerstones of Qrrlage. lhey 
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lZD"'J ..,.,, P..\ACW ... Nq ... AiwiJdcii*FNdni•U.,trPaa~em.-:~~~.t .. a......_u.-•Pa•z4.-. 
M1'111 ratrnDG .. lltftry ~n..a 01 uta worv, IIUitllll:lp& ona • ullii'Ur ran,.~nlll ••• IVGMf• •Ya. MIMI• w prn~ 
,.nnt'/Mnll'8 ••nne._ couplet h tr.edomto m~nv,• eeld WIIX>Id watzek.ACLU of Pen......W.n111'811Jael dte~:tor 
and •n• oftha atbmeys NpPKtntmg ttl a p&atttlt'ftl. 

lba p&llt\tltftl mma ftm am:amltle aurvndnwaatth and t»m all walk& (lftfe. 1'My lndude an am.rvanGJ no;.m do.:mr, 
1 nurs1, • tad\ar, untvamty pi'D&Maors, • trvdc drtvar, •n aaaad!M at II« Mal-. • p.,mabg~ IWtf,.., law~rs, 
a dog lnlnor, ollllll o...,loyoos, on arllot,. • my-~~t-llomo mom. and wlll .. no. 11111 plllnlll!l .. - ,.nnoylilonlll'8 IIIII 
dM!rwJir: lltoy • .., .Mial-rlaln, CGUCIIallln. Latino, and Allon; lltoy ""' Metllodlll. Baplllt, Calltolrr. Quolo!r, 
Jewlth, Bllddh~ and .-lar. Many have been llO&ttherfor decediO, end eo~ne ere nltlrl!l dllldrero tooe'iller.lhe 
slllattons tat.8d by ltlese mup.IM ana stnlllrt» !host ftlaad by tha thoua.and& ofsama .. tKmuplll: b Pann~nw 
wha ana belnll dan!MI the boolc rtghtl that.,. allbnled by .. ~~~ago. 

•wa balllw tflat dlilllw mnnot stand under any laveiDtsaudny baaUII •xdudftg 1ama.u mupllll hm mrrllge 
dooo root fllrthanny lllgltl .. to _m .. nt lnlo,.ot.lt .. ,.... only to lnsut end hurt lloblllro ond II•Y 111uploo and 
lllolrftunlloo." .. ld Mort -Ide GI"Har191oy Alvnchll:k So9oll'llclln • Sonier. 'We h..., -~~~• mao blday 
btceuudleutaneet <ltteMI lila MG.IIIIY otknowllg lllat, 11 -• of Clltlt, tllol"loved one• will be Protla~ and 
pi\Widodfor.• 

lba AC.JJ allio •nnouna.d mdaythat It wl am.nd an •mung aclti,.mn lawsuit In Marth canhna In the mmna days~ 
a loa ouk the ltaodom eo MOny and will ftlt a .. 111111• lllw•ult In \'lrglnll aa ..,...,unHI w 1111 La ntlda La11alln llwl 
CID"*tg w••• •• waiL 

•Jn llta p .. t r.w ,...,., w• h•w •••n an astonllh.,gand welc:llm. ahlft toward Amlrtc:.ns •mbr.dnglltaldaa 1:11at 
nwr*d Nme-sex c:auples and ttlose who wl1h to r111ny •houkl not be reganl~d •~ less thin any 11ttller tardy,• saki 
Letllll co-rGI" Ute otoeW IMPIIn Gay !lltelOIII and Tranegoncler PrOJ&Ct, "Whether lt't IIIRIII!Ih ltiRIIIOn.. through lllo 
lag"IIIIJN, or at the ballat bo~ wa wll mnlble m workm bmacltn ltle nur!Mrof states where ••ma••• mupiN 
can rmny.• 

Tho artglnal North C.RIIno ""'" w .. - lost yoar on bohallahllc .. .,... •• muplto suldn11 llwl right eo obtain 
Hmnd11a,.nt adapllonl fortllalrchllll,.ro. rl' partno ... ,. •-•d to .. ,.,, ona """'"' waulll.,. abla to adopt lila 
otherspowe .. chld.lbe amended mqJia~ wll seet Ule fleedomto 1111ny •• wela1 emnd1JI~nt adoption!. 

Morol~nnotlon oro !he North Corolno caoc.lnlildlng plalntl!l blooo, can be round he"': bl!g:f/www.olii.AQ!/acmnd· 
oemgt..ao@o·NC 

~dly't moe It..,__ r. Q)o8oltoncllt -In lllo Untod Stotao Dlrtold: CGurt ll>rtl>e Mtlldle DloiiiCt of 
,.nntylilonlt. L8W~f8IINON!Id 11111e ceH ~ walcQir, MaiY CGthtmo IIOpor, and Moll'fTtclo+tooparoflllo 
otoew afPann&'/Wnlll; • ..,, aulc& and Caaparoftha N1LI Lasblllro C:.y llloXIIOiand Tlllroogondor Proj11:t; 
An>ndh11k,lDhn S.llltaploton, Dj1an 1 Stalnborg, and Aa..._ S. MolllyGI"HanllloY Alvndhlck S.VOII'IIclln •Schllor; 
and SI:II!KrolmerGI"Ihe UnM:nlty ofPenn•,-nlll La1t School, 

Flllln-lon obout Ill day's ... o,lndudlng p!ll!ko at !he plllnlll!lond • Wleo oPHonMuoy ond her- opouoe, 
,.~be fou~d at: www.tlilpt.OrQ/WhtowOOd 
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