
SETTLEMENT AGREEhIEN'I' AND hIUTUi1L RELEriSE 01: r\l,l, C'IJr\I.\ IS 

This Settlenient Agreement and h4utual Release of all Clailiis (hereinafter refer-red to i s  

the "Settlement Agreement") is made and entered into by and between Darreri Tlio~iias, hlicllael 

Sterling, Kevin Marshall, William Scott, Sandra Leonard, Candi Leohard, Julia Polk, Fernando 

Martinez, Jose Ortega, Jeffery Holliman, Charles Scott, Alvin Washington, Danny \Villia~iis, 

Alfredo Maya, Carlos Maya, Gilbert Maya, Irene Maya, Marguerita Maya, Raul Maya, Sr., Raul 

Maya, Jr., Ruben Maya, Brian Alejade, Estella Montoya, Rebecca Montoya, Crystal Trevino, 

Moniq~le Trevino, Carolina Calderon, Christina Calderon, David Calderon, Jorge Calderon, Linda 

Calderon, Ruben Calderon, Elsa Tovar, Francisco Tovar, Francisco Tovar, Jr., Herman Tovar, 

Jainie Tovar, Jesus Tovar, Marcela Tovar, Yessina Tovar, Sergio Sancliez, Jose Sancliez, Alfonso 

Sanchez, Alfredo Sanchez, Estella Sancliez, Marta Velez Sancliez, Ricliard Hernandez, Raul 

Gonzalez, Jesse Melendrez, Raphael Oclioa, Salvador Preciado, Marian Englisli, Ron Dalton; 

Marcelo Gonzalez, Eric Jones, Demetrio Carrillo, Tracy Batts, Elzie Coleniali, Lorel Clark, 

Stanley Jones, Kelvin Davis, Caesar Guerrero, Cedric Cliarles, Wlarcella Cliarles, Mary Cliarles, 

Yolancla Cliarles, hqakita McCoy, Lizzet Ga~nboa, Jesse Melendrez, Lilia Mele1ic11-ez, Nalalie 

hdendez, Marlene Montiel, Brenda Villegas, De~nesio Villegas, Jose Villegas. Maria \'illegas, 

Christina Alonso, Perla Alonso, Jesus Orosco, Ramona Fuaniatu, Elizabetli Fuaniatu Villegas, 

Gregory Mason, Timothy Batts, Pal11 Ibarra, Calvin Charles, Leopoldo Ortega, Jose Luis 

I-Iel-liandez, Henry Castro, Alan Brahier, Richard Cruz, and Aurelio Salazar, ant1 all o~her  na~iiecl 

or ~~nnamed  plaintiffs in the three (3) lawsi~its mentioned or referred to in  this Sctt lc~i icr i t  

Agreenlent. (Hereinafter to be I-eferred to as "Pl;liotilTs"), ancl the Coulity of 1-0s Angeles ant1 

Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department (hereinafter to be rerel-red to as the " l ~ c r ' c ~ ~ t l i i n t s " ) ,  

which shall also include any and all current and former officials, directors, officers, altiliates, 



agents, deputies, rel)reseritatives, sel.vanls, ellll)loyec.s, S L I C C ~ S S O I . ~ ,  i \ l t O l . ~ l ~ \ , ' ~ ,  ( ) I . C C I C C C > S ~ I . S ,  

divisions, branches, and ass i~ns  of the County of Los Anseles and/or tllc 1.0s Angclcs COLIIII'!~ 

Sheriffs Department, whether known or ilnkno\vn, and \vlietller na~iictl 01. unnan;c.cl; tlic '  ~~laintirt's 

and Defendants shall also hereinafter be referred to collectively as the I';II.~ ics) 

The purpose of this "Scttlenictit Ag~.cctiir~it" is to settle and cornl~r-omisc any ant1 all 

disputes, claims, causes of action, and controversies which exist or may exist bet\veen Pl;~i~ltiTrs 

and Defendants, and that are being rnai~~tained by l'l;~intiffs against the Defetitli~lits in  the 

following lawsi~its: ( 1 )  Thomas. et al. v. C O L I I I I ~  ot'l-os Anneles. et al.. CV 90-52 17 TJH: ( 2 )  

Clark. et al. v. Block. et al.. CV 91-3689 7'11-I. and (3)  Polk v .  County of  Los Angeles. et al.. CV 

91-6620. The foregoing lawsuits arise from alleged civil rights violatio~~s i~ntler 12  U.S.C 

Sections 1991, 1983, 1985 for use of exccssivc. force, i~nla\t~fi~l sea~.clies and seiz111-es, and 

conspiracy, unconstiti~tional customs, policies and practices and for state law violations basecl 

upon claims of assault and battery, false iml,sison~llerlt, negligence, ant1 \v~-o~lgti~l cieatll 

The Pi~rtics desire to enter into tllis Scttlctiic~it Agt.ccti~c:tit in order to ~.csolve the 

dispntes and litigation en~bodied in the I ; ) \ \  ~ ~ t s  listed above, togetllcr \vitl l  any ancl all rights, 

clai~i~s,  debts and/or causes of action \\.l\~cli , I ~ O S C ,  or 1 1 l i ~ l l t  have arisen, as a conseqirencc of, ant1 

in  conjunction with, such disputes and l i r~? .~ t~on I*lie Pi~l-ties intend by this Set t le l~ic~l t  

i-\grccment to reach a fi~ll, total and co~i~jll~.rc Sc~tlcment and tliscliarge of any si~cli rights, 

claims, debts, and/or causes of action b ~ * ~ \ \ ~ * c n  l'li~ititirfs and I)cTctidi~~its L I ~ ) O I I  the ternis arid 

conditions hereinafter set forth. 



In consideration ot'the proilliseh, releases arld dismissals provided li)i- Ilcscln. c~lcll ol'rilc 

Pi11.tics does hereby mutually and completely release and forever tliscl~argc each o f  rlle otllcr 

l'arties, and their aye~its, elnployees (former and present), successors, Iicirs, cseciitosh, 

administrators, and assigns, and all other persons, associations and entities, named or i~nnamed, 

known or unknown, from any and all past, present, or future rights, claims, debts, and/or causes 

of action which Iiave arisen, or may in the fltnre arise, as a result of the contl-ovel-sies, disl~i~tes 

and litiyatio~i described or mentioned hesttin. 

Eacli of tlie Yi~rties hereby acknowledges and agrees that tliis Set t lc~l~el i t  r \g~.ccn~cnt 

applies to any and all rights, claims, debts, and/or causes of action that each may Iiave against tllc 

other arising out of, or relating to, the above-described disputes and litigation incliicfing but 110: 

limited to, actions for defamation, ~nalicioi~s prosecution, or infliction of emotional distress, 

arising out of tlie dismissal or adjudication or coilrt ruling upon any claini, cause ot'action, or 

complaint described, mentioned or referred to herein and that i t  shall estend to any and all 

injuries, damages, and/or losses to each of the Pi~rties' person, plqopel-ty, bilsiness, and/or 

reputation, whether those injuries, damages, and/or losses are known 01- unknown, Ibl-eseen or 

unforeseen, latent or patent 

Eacli of tlie Pi~rties hereby espsesslv waives arid relinqi~islles any and all rights wllicll 

might accrue in the'ir favor under Civil Code Section 1542, wllicli pr-ovides as follo\vs: 

"A general release does not extend to claims which tlie creditor 
does not know or suspect to esist in  liis favor at the time O K  
executing the release, \vhich if  known by him must have nlaterially 
affected liis settlement \vith the debtor." 

Each Party acknowledges and agsccs that they iindel-stand that tlic co~~scqi~cncc  ol 'r '  



waiver is that even i f  tlley sl~oi~ld cvc~itnally discovi.1- or suil;.~. ac{cli\ion;ll i l l j ~ l l . ~ ~ . ~ ,  c~~lll : ,sc?;.  ; ~ ~ l ~ j : ' ~ ~ .  

losses arising out of the above-described disl)i~tes and litigatio~i, tllcy \ \ . i l l  11oi bc i~c'r.~~littc(l 10 ' 

assert any claim or cause of action for- those damages. 

Each of the Parties fi~rther acknowledges and agrees that tl~ey intent1 these consecltlences 

even as to claims or causes of action for injuries, damages, and/or losses that nlav esist as of the 

date of this Settlerncrlt Agr-eenlent but whicl~ tlie Par-ties do not know esist, and \vl\ic\~, if  

known, would materially afTect their clecision to execute this S c ~ ~ l e r ~ ~ e r ~ t  Agl.ccrilcr~t, r.egartilcss 

of whether such lack of knowledge might be attributable to ignorance, oversiglit, error, 

negligence, or any other cause. 

Each of tlie Par-ties acknowledges and ayrees that in esecirtiny this S C ~ ~ ~ C I I I C I I ~  

Agr.eenlent, each has consi~lted witli, and relied upon, legal advice from the attorlles of  their 

choice, based upon tlie terms of this Settlerlrerlt Agr.eer~~erit. 

Lead counsel I-Iugh Manes ackno\vledges, agrees, covenants and ~~ro~l l i ses  that Ilc has 

lvritten authority and authorization froni each and every Pl;~irltiff, and their otller attol.nejls of 

recold, ~vhether named or i~nnamed, listed in  tlie lawsuits refel.~.ecl to or mcntionccl in  this 

Scttlcrllent Agr.cenlerlt, to bind and obligate them, without limitation, to the telxls, conclitions 

and provisions of this Settlerllen t Agr.eer~~er~ t. 

Each of the Pa~qties acknowledges and agrees that they have been f t ~ l l y  al?pr.isetl of all 

relevant information relating to their rigllts, claims, debts, and/or causes of  action. aricl rllar rliey 

intend for this Settlerllerit Agreernerit to eliconipass, witlioi~t limitation, any  sucli potclitial I ' L I ~ ~ I I . ~  

injuries, da~nages, and/or losses. 

Each of the Pal-ties filrtlier ackllowledges and agrees t h a t  tlicir accepting o f  this 



S c t t l c ~ ~ ~ e ~ l t  A g ~ - e c ~ l l c ~ ~ t  is free ancl voluntary, and t h a t  i l l  executing this Sc t t lc r~~cr~t  i \ g ~ . c . r r ~ ~ c ~ ~ ~ .  

tlie): have not relied i!po!i any indi~ce~n:.nts, pronliscs, or r e l ~ r c s c ~ l t a t i : ~ ~ ~ ~  :11:1:li' 1)) : I I ~ ; , .  o I ' I I ~ c  ;)!II~:I 

Pn~.tics, or the attorneys representing any ol'tlie other P;rl*tics, otller t l l a ~ l  tllose csl,l.cssly sei 

forth in tliis "Scttle~nent A g ~ . c e ~ ~ ~ e ~ l t " ) .  

Each of the Parties acknowledges and agrees tliat no otlier person or entity Iias, or has 

had, any interest in the injuries, damages, losses, and/or causes of action referred to in  this 

Settlclllent Agl-ee111e11t. Each of tlle P;ll-ties represents and warrants tliat tliey Ilave the sole ~-iyllt 

and exclusive autliority to execute tliis Sct t le~nc~lt  A g l - e e ~ ~ ~ e ~ l t ,  and that they have not sold, 

assigned, transferred, conveyed, or otlienvise disposed of any of tlie I-iylits to the injuries, 

damages, losses, and/or causes of action referred to in this S e t t l c ~ l ~ e l ~ t  A g ~ - c e ~ ~ ~ e ~ r t  

Each of tlie Pnrties acknowledges and agrees that tliis Set t l r l l ~ e ~ l  t A g ~ . e e ~ l ~ c ~ l  t pertains to 

certain disputed rights, claims, debts, andlor causes of action I'OI. i1ij111.ies. cla~iiagcs, and lo^ losses. 

and tliat tlieir acceptance of tliis S e t t l c ~ n c ~ ~ t  A g l . c e l ~ ~ e ~ ~ t ,  togetller ivitli any adclitiolial acts 

required by said agreement, does not constitute, and sliall not be consr~uecl as, a n  ad~iiission ol' 

liability with respect to the above-described dispiltes and litigation. 

This Se t t l e r l~e~~ t  Agreeme~lt sliall not in any way be co~istri~ed as an atlliiission by 

Defc~~tlants  of any i~nlawfi~l or wrongfill acts, civil rigllts violatio~is, iise of csccssivc: f'o~.cc. 

i~nlawfi~l arrest, unlawfi~l detentions or conspil-acies, or any liability \vliatsoeve~ i ~ i  t-avol- of 

Plaintiffs or any other person, known or i~nkno\vn, named or unna~lied. The I)el'e~rtl;l~~ts and tlle 

County of Los Angeles specifically disclaim any liability to, or ~vrongfi~l acts or o~lrissions against 

the Parties, Plaintiffs or any other persons. 

Eacli and every Plaintiff represents that they Iiave 1101 I'IIccI any orlic~.-lawsuits, co~il()laints 



or cllarges against l ) e f e r ~ d ; ~ ~ ~ t s  \vitll any state or fetleral caul-t or local, state 01. l'cdcsi~i ;~gc~ic),. 

based on events undeslyin~ tlie allcgatiolls ill  tllis litigatioll. 

The Parties and their attorneys of  record, expressly waive, abanclo~i, and rcli1i(ji1isI1, the 

recovery of  any and all accrued, accu~iii~lated, and earned costs or attoslieys Fees that arc 

conipensable under any State or Federal law, which includes, but is not limited to, 42 U.S.C.  

$1988. The Parties, and tlieir attorneys of record agree to disnliss, witli prejuclice, any alicl all 

clai~iis for all accrued, accu~iiulated or earned costs, expenses allcl attor~ieys I'ces that arc 

recoverable under 42 U.S.C. $1988, or any otlier state or federal statutory ~)~-ovisioil, Fronl 

defendants. 

Plniutiffs agree that simultaneously witli the execution of  this S e t t l c n ~ c ~ ~ t  i \gree~lle~rt ,  

lead counsel for Plnirltiffs will execute and deliver to counsel for County a Request for Dismissal 

witli Prejildice of 1)efendnnts from tlie entire lawsuit; and each 1';rrty shall bear its o\vn costs and 

attorneys fees including, but not limited to, any accrued, accumi~lated or earnecl attoslicys fees 

secoverable under 42 U.S.C. S 1988. The P;rr.tics agree to take ally a~lcl all fit~.tllc~. S L ~ I I S  i 1 1 1 ~ l  10 

esecute any other documents wliicli limy be necessary to erect a dis~iiissal \vitll ~~sc.iitclice ofeacll 

lawsuit mentioned or referred to Iierei~i and \vill immediately cause sucli docu~lle~its to bc setit to 

counsel for Defendnnts. The Pi11.ties i~nclerstand tliat dislnissal of tlie class action claims O F  tlic 

designated class is subject to the approval of tlie court. 

In consideration for the pro~nises set forth herein, and witllout any obligation to (lo so 

Defe~lda~l ts  agree that when Counsel of record for Deferldarlts receives tlie original of this 

Settle~lle~lt  Ag~-ccnlent executed by plaintilTs or their designatecl representative, I)cl'crltl;~~rts \vill 

make tlie following payliients to Hugh R.  hllanes for the benefit of tho Lyn\vox)cl ~)lai~itill's tl.ust 



fillid, subject to and conditioned i~pon approval by tlie Los i\ligcles Cou~ity C'lainis 13oa1.d and tlie 

Los Angeles County Board of Supe~visors: 

$3,000,000 on Janualy 3 1 ,  1996 

$1,000,000 on June 30, 1996 

$2,500,000 on March 3 I ,  1997 

$1,000,000 on blarcli 3 I ,  1998; (If the Los Angeles 

County Sheriffs Departn:crit has its forcc tracking 

system on deputies [krio\\.n as P .P . I . ]  f i~ l lv  operating 

by March 3 1 ,  1997; if not fi~lly operatins by that 

date, I'lni~ltiffs are to be paid $1,500,000 on blarcli 

31, 1998). 

The Defendants also agree that $1,500,000 will be allocated by the Board of ~ u ~ ~ e r v i s o r s  

for the Sheriffs Depal-t~iient to conduct use of force training and other retraining arcas the Sllerill' 

deems proper for all Los Angeles County SlicriI~'s Deputy anti their supe~visors, 1,ilrsilant to 

reconmendations tilade in the July, 1992 I<c.l)ort of Special Coi~nsel, I-Ion. James G Kolts, Judge 

Retired, and in the Semi-Annual Reports ol'Spccial Counsel Merrick J .  Bobb. 'That snm will be 

made available to the Los Angeles Sliel.ill'.; I>c.l,art~llent no later than Wlarch 3 I ,  1996. 

The County of Los Angeles alsc~ .\grcc's tI\;11 i t  ivill estencl tlie contract of Special Co111isc.l 

Merrick J. Bobb unt i l  December 3 1 ,  190~) tI1;it his reviews of the Sheriffs I>el)artnlent, 

reflected in semi-annual reports, will c o ~ l t ~ ~ l i ~ c  u l l t i l  that date. 

The payments listed above and cv~ltaincd herein i~iclucle and encompass any and all costs 

and attorneys fees recoverable iinder 42 U S C 3 1988 or any state law provision. The Pal-tics 



also agree, that no consideration is being paid by clefendants i n  tllc case of I'olk \; Colrnty ot'I,os 

Angeles et al CV 9 1-6620 TJH. 

On or after January 4, 1996, but before January 3 I ,  1996, a repsescntati\,c of cacll of tllc 

Pnr.ties will issue a ~iii~ti~ally agseed to joint press release annoutlcing tlie scttlc~ncn[ 

Each Party hereto shall bear its own costs, expenses and attorneys fees incurred in 

connection with any claims that are tlie subject of this Scttlellie~lt A g ~ . e c ~ n e l ~ t  made by Plni~~tifl's 

against Defe'endnl~ts, and each of tlie Pi11.tics hereto expressly \\laives, aba~idons and rcli1i~1iiisIl~s 

any claim for recovery of any such costs, expenses or attorneys fees including any ant1 all 

attorneys fees or costs recoverable under any State or Federal Law fro111 the other I';\~.ty. 

Each P ~ r t y  hereto reserves any and all rights they may have to enforce this S c t t l e ~ l l c ~ ~ t  

Ag~.ecll~ellt  whether at law, in  equity or otherwise. Each Pi11.ty I~ereto agrees to do all t l i i~~gs and 

execute and deliver all instructions and documents necessaly to fillfill and efl'ect thc ~ ~ s o v i s i o ~ ~ s  01' 

this Scttletlie~lt A g ~ . e e ~ l l e ~ l t  and protect the I-espective rights of tlie l'itrties to tllis S C ~ ~ ~ C I I I ~ I I I  

Ag~-eenlent. 

No waiver by any Pi~rty of any breach of any term or provision of this Scttlcnle~lt 

Agr.eement sliall be construed to be, nor bc a waiver of any prececling,  concur^-ent or succecrli~lg 

breacli of the same: or any other term or provision hereof No ivaiver of a bseacll shall be b i ~ i i l ~ ~ \ \ ~  

unless in writing and signed by tlie Party to be charged or Iield bound. 

Lead counsel Hugh Manes agrees, proniises and stipulates that lie I~as been given \ I . I . I I I L . I I  

authority and authorization from all of the I'liri~l tiffs and tlieir respective attorneys of ~-ecor.tl 

sign this Settlen~ent Agreement on their behalf and to bind each atid every I'lai~ttil'f and 11ic11 

S 



attorney of record to the ternis and conditions of this agreement. 

Counsel for defendants agrees, promises, and stipi~lates i h n t  I I C  lliis hccn givc.11 ailthori'ty 

and authorization from all of the defendants and their respective attorneys ot'recol-d to sign this 

Set t le~r re~r t  Agreerrretlt on their behalf and to bind each and every defendant and their attorneys 

of record to the terms and conditions of this ayreeli1ent. 

This Sett ler i ie~l t  Agl.eeorerlt may be executed in one or Illore countel~pa~.ts, each of \vhicli 

shall be deemed an original, but all of \viiicll toyetlier sl~all constitute one and tlie sanie 

instn~lnent. 

This Settlenrent Agreenrent  contains all tlie terms and conditions agreed ilpon by the 

Part ies hereto regarding the subject niatter ofthis Settlerlierlt Agreeo lent .  Any prior 

agreelnents, promises, negotiations, or representations, either oral or written, relating to tlie 

subject matter of this Settlenrent Agreetnent ,  not expressly set forth in  this Settlcrrlcrlt 

Agreement ,  are nilll and void and of no leyal force or effect. 

The date of tlie last signat~~re placed liereon shall lierei~iafter be known as tllc "datc ol' 

execution" of this Settlenlerlt Agl-cenlcnt.  

Should any of the provisions herein be determined to be invalid by the Court or 

goverl1n1ent agency of competent jurisdiction, i t  is agreed that s i ~ c l ~  determination shall not affect 

the enforceability of any other provisions herein. 

The Par t ies  to this Set t ler i~ct l  t Agt'eerrlen t represent that this agreement niay be used as 

evidence only and exclusively in a subsequent proceediny in \vliicli any of the ~~ar t i e s  allcgcs a 

breach of this S e t t l e r l i e ~ ~ t  Agt.eemetlt or to enforce the provisions of this Settlcrllcrlt 

Agreement .  



Each of tlie Parties acknowletlgcs and agrees that the intlivid~~als cscci~\ili; r l l i s  

Settlenlent Agreenlent on their belialf have the requisite aut1101-ity to cudoi.sc tile agr.ccl1iclit and 

to bind the Parties to the terms and conditions contained herein, and that this Settlerllerlt 

Agr.ccnlent shall becollie effective im~netliately upon its execution by cacli ol'tl~c 1':11.tics 01. tllcil. 

representatives. 

Each of the Par-ties acknowledges and ayrees that this Settlernerlt Agr.ccnlcr~t, consisting 

of ten (10) pages contains tlie entire agreement of the Parties, ant1 that it  was enterecl into, and 

shall be constn~ed and interpreted in accosdance with, the laws of the State of Califosnia. 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, tlie i~nder-signed Hugh h!lanes (Lead Cou~isel) does hereby 

execute this Settlerllerlt Agraeenlerlt illid R4\1tt1ill Rele;lse ol';ill Cliiirils 011 behalf of all 

Plnirltiffs and their respective attorneys of 
. , 

DATED: J a n u a r y  rf , 1 9 9 6  
HUGH MANES 

Plaintiffs' RepresentativeIDesignee 

IN WITNESS THEREOF, the undersigned -- coi~nsel ['(It. 

defendants does hereby execute this Settlerllcrlt Agreenlcnt i i ~ l t l  nllut~~;il Rc1c;isc ol'illl Cl;iirlis 

on behalf of the Defendilnts. 

DATED: J a n u a r y  3 )  , 1 9 9 6  




