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PURPOSE:I.

To establish the policy and procedure of the'Westchester County
Department of Public Safety, to guide officers in the searching and
and cuffing of persons taken into custody. ;

P O L I C Y : ; . . . • • • • • • ••'

Safety a'rjid security are the main consTderati'on d~n, dealing^ with
persons vj-ho have'r been takfen into cus't^bdy; s"•*••>'";j

SAFETY - '' ,.- Of the officers, persons in custody,/and the general
/( public; ; - _,.•'"'

SECURITY1- The preyen6.i^n p£^$sc$zi&. ̂  Of f.;:;cers must effectively
neutralize any threat which , the subject may.pose, using

V i only, tfte minimum amount of -restraint necessa'ry to
accomplish this purpose. N. i\

II.

t$^PROCEDUREif : ' ' .v
A. S-e'ar'crt'iaiq Prisoner'spin

in.

'" '•Ft:'. 0. • ' ) • A M ) If v /**~*/ ••••*
1 > T dyieially, the;iperson tiakenpinto Custody/£h#/l/._be frisked

'•."•; iinnved'iately affeet apprehension arid jfiandc'̂ f f e'd.;.'. When
assistance arrives, a ful]^,search ,&f *-y>'^'-^^ ^X""— -v.-t h /is^ner shall be

a xfoEt^mporaheous incident iaf a /fc&stodial arrest of
rtment thereof

or devices which
f«0Bilitate escape.

be-eaecked for ariy
be-̂ usexl po> assault or

^ ^ » /
Tie arresCtng^'b^f^.car'a's fi*Lly're4lp't)nsible for his prisoner
uiktil that ^ison^r^gL'ft ^wfjCQly. furhed over to another police
officer, a legl*timate~3etentibh facility or an agency which
is, empowered to adoê jf responsibility for the prisoner. The
arresting officer wilImproperly document such transfer of
ciistody.
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4. Whenever and wherever taking custody of a prisoner, the
transporting officers' responsibility is to search /or re-
search the prisoner for weapons and/or contraband.

B. Searching Prisoners of Opposite Sex:
1. Prisoners will be searched by officers of the same sex

whenever possible. (See G.O. 42.06)

2. Rejasonable grounds must exist to believe that the prisoner
hajs in her possession property (weapons, drugs, other
evjidence) which may be hidden about the person and there is
imminent danger that it may be utilized, discarded, or
otiherwise destroyed.

3. Sejarches in such cases shall be conducted:

a. So as to scrupulously avoid any appearance
of impropriety.

b., With the utmost regard to decency and privacy.

c. In the presence of a superior and/or other witness
(if possible).

4. Under no circumstances shall male officers engage in a strip
search or body cavity search of a female prisoner.

C. Handcuffing Prisoners:

n

1. Generally, all prisoners shall be handcuffed; the exception
bê .ng where the age, infirmity, injury or other specific
condition of the defendant renders him or her relatively
harmless.

2. Whenever possible, prisoners will be handcuffed with the
harjids behind the back, palms out, and double locked.
(Exception - when a transport belt is used, the handcuffs
wijl be placed through the ring on the belt and secured with

4 hands in front of the prisoner or when a waist chain with
box is used the cuffs will be secured in front, double

locked and the black box placed over the cuffs and secured to
h^ chain.).

When applying handcuffs, the double locking pin should be
accessible from the top.

i
TheJ handcuffs shall be secured upon the wrists and adjusted
so as to prevent the prisoner from slipping out, but not so
tight as to cause discomfort or injury.

1
G.O. 41.01
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