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HEHDRARDHH FGR THE ATTORNEY GEHERAL

Re: Litigation Involvinz Louisiana Parish Jails

On May 2, 1972, you approved the filing of a
suit under the Revenue Sharing Act, 31 U.S5.C. §12462(g),
to degegregate the Natchitcches Parish (louisiang) jall.
In my memorandum to you of April 21, 1978, requesting
your approval to file that suit, I edvised you that other
gimilar cases were being prepared. "

By this memorandwm, I am now secking your apprsval
to file six additional actions to desegregate parish
jails in Louisiara. Four suits, igvolving the pariszhes
5 - of Blenville, Jackson, Union, and Webater, are easentially
g identicsl to the Natchitoches Parish case that you have

i already approved.
7 Wicth respect to Acadia Parish, a private action
Y for injunctive relief styled Bresux v. Phelps has been
' filed. I am recommending that you approve our intervention
g ia that actioa pursuant to Title IX of the Civil Rights
-E Aet of 1564 and the Reavenue Sharing Act.
b | With regpect to Vernon Parish, we have also received
o gseveral complaint letters, thereby allowing us to sue
under Titla III of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (our
L | traditional desegregation tool) as well as the Reveaue
E : Shariog Act.
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.- - 1f tbese mits are ﬁ.lcd wit.ham: aewnyia;
eousent decrees, the 1976 Crime Coatrol Act, 42 U.S..t‘:. Ty
- - $3766(e)(2){E), requires that all LEAA grant pa;nutt o i
the defendants be guspended unless the court grants yelief '
. te the eontyary, LEAA advius ut that ouly one of these =ix
: _parishes (Vernon) has any cufrent activa grants. Several of
“the other parishes have small resaining balances on old =yl

before sny litigstion could be infristed. The grant to
Yaxmon Parish expives June 30. Thus, even if suits were
.£iled without counseat decrees, it ie likely that mo. - .
‘Suspension of LEAA funds will be involved. Suspension
of Revenue Sharisg funds £s not sutomatically l:riggereé by
filing sulr, dut £t is availab}.e to us as a hzigatian S
tool. See, 31 U.S.C. nzéz(g) - *

o= AlY six jails are la:s:ed in the Hestern Bizt::ict
. of Louisiang and we will coordinste with the United Sutes
- -Attorney for that Pistriet p:iar to any ﬂlinz or n -y
‘aagatiatian.

- : ﬁehavemceivedfomlmticefmth&ﬂnitadlmes
Attomey, Edward L. $haheen of his concurrence in fili.ng
- these nctions.
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