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AFFIRMED
OPINION

Keith A. Jones (Claimant) appeals from a Decision of Workers’ Compensation Judge Irving L. Bloom (Judge) circulated
September 9, 1996. The Judge dismissed the Claim Petition filed by Claimant. We affirm the Decision of the Judge.

Claimant filed a Claim Petition alleging that, on January 9, 1995, he sustained an occupational disease, in the nature of coal
workers’ pneumoconiosis, while in the employ of Consolidation Coal Company (Defendant). Defendant filed an Answer
denying the allegations of the Claim Petition. The Judge found that Claimant does not have coal workers’ pneumoconiosis
nor any other occupational lung disease. The Judge therefore dismissed the Claim Petition. Claimant appealed arguing that
the Judge’s Decision is not supported by the evidence and that the Judge erred by dismissing the Claim Petition.

Our scope of review is limited to determining whether there is substantial, competent evidence to support necessary findings
of fact made by the workers’ compensation judge and whether the workers’ compensation judge committed an error of law.
Bethenergy Mines, Inc. v. Workmen’s Compensation Appeal Board (Skirpan), 531 Pa. 287, 612 A.2d 434 (1992). We are
bound by the findings of the workers’ compensation judge unless there is no competent evidence of record to support those
findings. Id.
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A claimant seeking to recover compensation benefits under Section 108 of the Pennsylvania Workers’ Compensation Act,' 77
P.S. §27.1, has the burden of proving that he sustained a disability resulting from a disease enumerated therein and that the
disease arose out of and was related to his employment. Hebden v. Workmen’s Compensation Appeal Board (Bethenergy
Mines, Inc.), 597 A. 2d 182 (Pa. Cmwlth. 1991). Section 108(0) defines the term “occupational disease” to include,

Diseases of the heart and lungs, resulting in either temporary or permanent total or partial disability or death, after four years
or more of service in fire fighting for the benefit or safety of the public, caused by extreme over-exertion in times of stress or
danger or by exposure to heat, smoke, fumes or gases, arising directly out of the employment of any such firemen.

77 P.S. §27.1(0).

Robert Altmeyer, M.D. is board-certified in internal medicine and pulmonary disease. He examined Claimant, obtained a
history from him, and reviewed his medical records. Dr. Altmeyer testified that Claimant has no respiratory or pulmonary
impairment, and no lung disease (N.T. 04/12/96, p. 53). The Judge accepted the testimony of Dr. Altmeyer as credible and
rejected the contrary testimony of Jerome J. Lebovitz, M.D., Claimant’s medical witness.

*2 The workers’ compensation judge has complete authority over questions of credibility, conflicting medical evidence and
evidentiary weight. Sherrod v. Workmen’s Compensation Appeal Board (Thoroughgood, Inc.), 666 A.2d 383 (Pa. Cmwlth.
1995). Because the testimony of Dr. Altmeyer constitutes sufficient competent evidence to support the Judge’s finding that
Claimant does not have coal workers’ pneumoconiosis nor any other occupational lung disease, we cannot disturb this
finding. Moreover, given this finding, the Judge properly dismissed Claimant’s Claim Petition.

Accordingly, we enter the following Order.
ORDER
The Decision of the Judge dismissing Claimant’s Claim Petition is hereby affirmed.
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Footnotes

! Act of June 2, 1915, P.L. 736, as amended, 77 P.S. §§1-1066.
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