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U.S. District Court

Southern District of Ohio (Cincinnati)
CIVIL DOCKET FOR CASE #: 1:14−cv−00347−MRB

Gibson et al v. Himes et al
Assigned to: Judge Michael R. Barrett
Case in other court: Southern District of Ohio,

13−cv−501,14−cv−129
Cause: 42:1983 Civil Rights Act

Date Filed: 04/30/2014
Date Terminated: 05/27/2016
Jury Demand: None
Nature of Suit: 440 Civil Rights: Other
Jurisdiction: Federal Question

Plaintiff

Michelle Gibson represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
Gerhardstein & Branch
432 Walnut Street
Suite 400
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513−621−9100
Fax: 513−345−5543
Email: adamgerhardstein@gbfirm.com
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
Gerhardstein & Branch Co. LPA
441 Vine Street
Suite 3400
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513−621−9100
Fax: 513−345−5543
Email: agerhardstein@gbfirm.com
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
Gerhardstein & Branch Co. LPA
432 Walnut St., Ste. 400
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513−621−9100
Fax: 513−345−5543
Email: jgmartin@gbfirm.com
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
Newman & Meeks Co LPA
215 E. Ninth Street
Suite 650
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513/639−7000 X12
Fax: 513/639−7011
Email: lisameeks@newman−meeks.com
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
Gerhardstein & Branch Co. LPA
441 Vine Street, Suite 3400
Cincinnati, OH 45202
513−621−9100 x13
Fax: 513−345−5543
Email: jbranch@gbfirm.com
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
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Plaintiff

Deborah Meem represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff

Heather Apple represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff

Mary K. Koehler represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
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(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff

Ronald Kastner Beck represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff

Dave Beck represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED
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Plaintiff

Andrew Hickman represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff

Ethan Fletcher represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff

Gary Goodman represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
(See above for address)
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LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff

Karl Rece, Jr. represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff

Rhonda Craig represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Plaintiff
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Kendra Dukes represented byAdam Gingold Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jacklyn Gonzales Martin
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Lisa Talmadge Meeks
(See above for address)
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Jennifer Lynn Branch
(See above for address)
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

V.

Defendant

Lance Himes
In his official capacity as the Director of
the Ohio Department of Health

represented byBridget C Coontz
Ohio Attorney General's Office
Constitutional Offices
30 E. Broad St., 16th Floor
Columbus, OH 43215
614−466−2872
Fax: 614−728−7592
Email: bridget.coontz@ohioattorneygeneral.gov
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Zachery Paul Keller
Ohio Attorney General
Constitutional Offices
30 East Broad St., 16th Floor
Columbus, OH 43215
614−466−1853
Fax: 614−728−7592
Email: zachery.keller@ohioattorneygeneral.gov
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Defendant

James Cissell
In his official capacity as Common Pleas
Court Judge, Probate Division

represented byDavid Todd Stevenson
Hamilton County Prosecutor
Civil Unit
230 E Ninth Street
Suite 4000
Cincinnati, OH 45202−2151
513−946−3120
Email: dave.stevenson@hcpros.org
LEAD ATTORNEY
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

James Warren Harper
Hamilton County Prosecuting Attorney
230 East Ninth Street
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Suite 7000
Cincinnati, OH 45202−2151
513−946−3159
Email: james.harper@hcpros.org
ATTORNEY TO BE NOTICED

Date Filed # Docket Text

04/30/2014 1 COMPLAINT for Temporary Restraining Order and Declaratory and Injunctive
Relief against All Defendants ( Filing fee $ 400 paid − receipt number:
0648−4544302), filed by Dave Beck, Rhonda Craig, Heather Apple, Andrew
Hickman, Gary Goodman, Deborah Meem, Kendra Dukes, Ethan Fletcher, Michelle
Gibson, Mary K. Koehler, Karl Rece, Jr, Ronald Kastner Beck. (Attachments: # 1
Civil Cover Sheet) (Branch, Jennifer) (Entered: 04/30/2014)

04/30/2014 2 NOTICE of Appearance by Alphonse Adam Gerhardstein for Plaintiffs Heather Apple,
Dave Beck, Ronald Kastner Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Ethan Fletcher,
Michelle Gibson, Gary Goodman, Andrew Hickman, Mary K. Koehler, Deborah
Meem, Karl Rece, Jr (Gerhardstein, Alphonse) (Entered: 04/30/2014)

04/30/2014 3 NOTICE of Appearance by Lisa Talmadge Meeks for Plaintiffs Heather Apple, Dave
Beck, Ronald Kastner Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Ethan Fletcher, Michelle
Gibson, Gary Goodman, Andrew Hickman, Mary K. Koehler, Deborah Meem, Karl
Rece, Jr (Meeks, Lisa) (Entered: 04/30/2014)

04/30/2014 4 NOTICE of Appearance by Jacklyn Gonzales Martin for Plaintiffs Heather Apple,
Dave Beck, Ronald Kastner Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Ethan Fletcher,
Michelle Gibson, Gary Goodman, Andrew Hickman, Mary K. Koehler, Deborah
Meem, Karl Rece, Jr (Martin, Jacklyn) (Entered: 04/30/2014)

04/30/2014 5 MOTION for Temporary Restraining Order and Preliminary Injunction by Plaintiffs
Heather Apple, Dave Beck, Ronald Kastner Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes,
Ethan Fletcher, Michelle Gibson, Gary Goodman, Andrew Hickman, Mary K.
Koehler, Deborah Meem, Karl Rece, Jr. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit 1 Proposed Order, #
2 Exhibit 2 Sample Marriage Certificate, # 3 Affidavit Michelle Gibson, # 4 Affidavit
Heather Apple, # 5 Affidavit Ronald Kastner Beck, # 6 Affidavit Andrew Hickam, # 7
Affidavit Gary Goodman, # 8 Affidavit Rhonda Craig) (Branch, Jennifer) (Entered:
04/30/2014)

04/30/2014 6 NOTICE of Appearance by Bridget C Coontz for Defendant Lance Himes (Coontz,
Bridget) (Entered: 04/30/2014)

04/30/2014 7 NOTICE of Appearance by Zachery Paul Keller for Defendant Lance Himes (Keller,
Zachery) (Entered: 04/30/2014)

05/01/2014 8 NOTICE of Appearance by David Todd Stevenson for Defendant James Cissell
(Stevenson, David) (Entered: 05/01/2014)

05/01/2014 9 NOTICE of Appearance by James Warren Harper for Defendant James Cissell
(Harper, James) (Entered: 05/01/2014)

05/02/2014 NOTICE of Status Conference on Motion re 5 MOTION for Temporary Restraining
Order; Please be aware that a status conference pursuant to S.D. Ohio Civ. R. 65.1 is
set for 5/5/2014 at 10:30 AM by teleconference before Judge Michael R. Barrett;
parties shall initiate contact with the Court by calling 513−564−7660 five minutes
prior to 10:30 am. (sct1) (Entered: 05/02/2014)

05/05/2014 Minute Entry for proceedings held before Judge Michael R. Barrett: Status Conference
held on 5/5/2014 re 5 MOTION for Temporary Restraining Order filed by Plaintiffs;
Alphonse Gerhardstein and Jennifer Branch appeared for Plaintiff; Bridget Coontz and
Zachery Keller appeared for Defendant Lance Himes; David Stevenson and James
Harper appeared for Defendant James Cissell; parties to coordinate an agreed calendar
order to be submitted to Barrett_Chambers@ohsd.uscourts.gov. (eh) (Entered:
05/05/2014)

05/19/2014 10 ANSWER to 1 Complaint, filed by James Cissell. (Stevenson, David) (Entered:
05/19/2014)
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05/20/2014 11 WAIVER OF SERVICE Returned Executed. Waiver sent to James Cissell on
4/30/2014, answer due 6/30/2014. (Gerhardstein, Alphonse) (Entered: 05/20/2014)

05/21/2014 12 ANSWER to 1 Complaint, filed by Lance Himes. (Coontz, Bridget) Modified to
clarify docket text on 5/22/2014 (jlw). (Entered: 05/21/2014)

06/17/2014 13 REVISED AGREED CALENDAR ORDER; Answer due 5/21/14. Fact Stipulations
and addition declarations due 6/18/14. Plaintiffs' Injunction Motion due by 6/18/2014.
Defendants' Memorandum Contra due 8/14/14. Plaintiffs' Reply Memorandum due
8/28/14; oral argument to be determined. Signed by Judge Michael R. Barrett on
6/17/14. (ba1) (Entered: 06/17/2014)

06/18/2014 14 DECLARATION of Jennifer Branch in Support of 16 Motion for Declaratory
Judgment and Permanent Injunctive Relief (part 1) by Plaintiffs Heather Apple, Dave
Beck, Ronald Kastner Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Ethan Fletcher, Michelle
Gibson, Gary Goodman, Andrew Hickman, Mary K. Koehler, Deborah Meem, Karl
Rece, Jr. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit A Becker declaration) (Branch, Jennifer) Modified
to clarify docket text on 6/19/2014 (jlw1). (Entered: 06/18/2014)

06/18/2014 15 DECLARATION of Jennifer Branch in Support of 16 Motion for Declaratory
Judgment and Permanent Injunctive Relief (part two) by Plaintiffs Heather Apple,
Dave Beck, Ronald Kastner Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Ethan Fletcher,
Michelle Gibson, Gary Goodman, Andrew Hickman, Mary K. Koehler, Deborah
Meem, Karl Rece, Jr. (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit B Chauncey declaration, # 2 Exhibit C
Fulcher declaration, # 3 Exhibit D Grossman declaration, # 4 Exhibit E McKay
declaration, # 5 Exhibit F Peplau declaration, # 6 Exhibit G Segura declaration)
(Branch, Jennifer) Modified to clarify docket text on 6/19/2014 (jlw1). (Entered:
06/18/2014)

06/18/2014 16 MOTION for Permanent Injunction and Declaratory Relief by Plaintiffs Heather
Apple, Dave Beck, Ronald Kastner Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Ethan
Fletcher, Michelle Gibson, Gary Goodman, Andrew Hickman, Mary K. Koehler,
Deborah Meem, Karl Rece, Jr. Responses due by 7/14/2014 (Attachments: # 1 Exhibit
1 Sampe marriage abstract) (Branch, Jennifer) (Entered: 06/18/2014)

06/19/2014 17 MOTION for Declaratory Judgment And Permanent Injunctive Relief And
Memorandum In Support by Plaintiffs Heather Apple, Dave Beck, Ronald Kastner
Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Ethan Fletcher, Michelle Gibson, Gary Goodman,
Andrew Hickman, Mary K. Koehler, Deborah Meem, Karl Rece, Jr. Responses due by
7/14/2014 (Branch, Jennifer) (Entered: 06/19/2014)

07/10/2014 18 NOTICE of Appearance by Adam Gingold Gerhardstein for Plaintiffs Heather Apple,
Dave Beck, Ronald Kastner Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Ethan Fletcher,
Michelle Gibson, Gary Goodman, Andrew Hickman, Mary K. Koehler, Deborah
Meem, Karl Rece, Jr (Gerhardstein, Adam) (Entered: 07/10/2014)

07/30/2014 NOTICE of Hearing: Please be aware that a Status Conference is set for 7/31/2014 at
02:30 PM by teleconference before Judge Michael R. Barrett; parties shall initiate
contact with the Court by calling 513−564−7660 five minutes prior to 2:30 pm. (ba1)
(Entered: 07/30/2014)

07/31/2014 Minute Entry for proceedings held before Judge Michael R. Barrett: Status Conference
held on 7/31/2014; Adam Gerhardstein, Jennifer Branch, and Lisa Meeks appeared for
Plaintiff; Bridget Coontz, David Stevenson and Zachery Keller appeared for
Defendant; order to follow. (ba1) (Entered: 07/31/2014)

08/04/2014 19 ORDER re 13 Calendar Order and 17 MOTION for Declaratory Judgment And
Permanent Injunctive Relief And Memorandum In Support filed by Dave Beck,
Heather Apple, Karl Rece, Jr., Deborah Meem, Gary Goodman, Andrew Hickman,
Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Michelle Gibson, Ethan Fletcher, Ronald Kastner Beck,
Mary K. Koehler; the calendar is stayed; plaintiff has 2 weeks following the decision
by the Court of Appeals re: DeBoer and Love to supplement their motion. Signed by
Judge Michael R. Barrett on 8/4/14. (ba1) (Entered: 08/04/2014)

11/20/2014 20 Joint MOTION to Extend Stay re 17 MOTION for Declaratory Judgment And
Permanent Injunctive Relief And Memorandum In Support by Plaintiffs Heather
Apple, Dave Beck, Ronald Kastner Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Ethan
Fletcher, Michelle Gibson, Gary Goodman, Andrew Hickman, Mary K. Koehler,
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Deborah Meem, Karl Rece, Jr., Defendant Lance Himes. (Branch, Jennifer) Modified
to include Defendant Himes as filer on 11/20/2014 (eh1). (Entered: 11/20/2014)

11/20/2014 21 Joint MOTION to Amend/Correct 20 MOTION to Stay re 17 MOTION for
Declaratory Judgment And Permanent Injunctive Relief And Memorandum In Support ,
17 MOTION for Declaratory Judgment And Permanent Injunctive Relief And
Memorandum In Support by Plaintiffs Heather Apple, Dave Beck, Ronald Kastner
Beck, Rhonda Craig, Kendra Dukes, Ethan Fletcher, Michelle Gibson, Gary Goodman,
Andrew Hickman, Mary K. Koehler, Deborah Meem, Karl Rece, Jr. (Branch, Jennifer)
(Entered: 11/20/2014)

12/18/2014 22 ORDER granting 20 Motion to Stay/ 21 Motion to Amend/Correct until a telephone
status conference set 2/18/15 at 12:30 pm; a notice to follow. Signed by Judge Michael
R. Barrett on 12/18/14. (ba1) (Entered: 12/18/2014)

12/18/2014 23 NOTICE: Please be aware that a Status Conference is set for 2/18/2015 at 12:30 PM
by teleconference before Judge Michael R. Barrett; YOU MUST ACCESS THIS
DOCUMENT TO OBTAIN CONFERENCING INFORMATION. PLEASE BE
AWARE THAT YOU MUST BE LOGGED INTO CM/ECF THROUGH THE
COURTS WEBSITE (NOT PACER) AT WWW.OHSD.USCOURTS.GOV
USING YOUR OWN PASSWORD BEFORE RETRIEVING THIS
DOCUMENT THROUGH THE NOTICE OF ELECTRONIC FILING. NOTE:
You will be required to use this information each time the Court conducts a telephone
conference. (ba1) (Entered: 12/18/2014)

02/18/2015 Minute Entry for proceedings held before Judge Michael R. Barrett: Status Conference
held on 2/18/2015; Adam Gerhardstein and Jennifer Branch appeared for Plaintiff;
Bridget Coontz, Zachery Keller and David Stevenson appeared for Defendants; the
Court will set a follow up conference pursuant to the Supreme Court ruling related to
this matter. (ba1) (Entered: 02/18/2015)

03/13/2015 24 ORDER STAYING CASE. Signed by Judge Michael R. Barrett on 3/13/15. (ba1)
(Entered: 03/13/2015)

08/24/2015 25 ORDER LIFTING STAY; parties shall contact chambers to schedule a telephone
status conference. Signed by Judge Michael R. Barrett on 8/24/15. (ba) (Entered:
08/24/2015)

08/27/2015 NOTICE of Hearing: Please be aware that a Status Conference is set for 8/28/2015 at
03:00 PM by teleconference before Judge Michael R. Barrett; parties shall refer to 23
Notice of Telephone Conference for conferencing instructions. (ba) (Entered:
08/27/2015)

08/28/2015 Minute Entry for proceedings held before Judge Michael R. Barrett: Status Conference
held on 8/28/2015; Jennifer Branch appeared for Plaintiff; David Stevenson appeared
for Defendant Judge Winkler; Bridget Coontz and Zachery Keller appeared for
Defendant Ohio Attorney General; plaintiff to draft and submit an order to the
defendants within the next 30 days. (ba) (Entered: 08/28/2015)

09/30/2015 26 ORDER denying as moot 5 Motion for TRO; denying as moot 16 Motion for
Permanent Injunction; and denying as moot 17 Motion for Declaratory Judgment.
Signed by Judge Michael R. Barrett on 9/30/2015. (eh) (Entered: 09/30/2015)

05/27/2016 27 FINAL JUDGMENT AND DECLARATORY JUDGMENT AND PERMANENT
INJUNCTION. Signed by Judge Michael R. Barrett on 5/27/16. (ba) (Entered:
05/27/2016)
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