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DECLARATION OF MOHAMMAD ABDOLLAHI ALL-BEIK

1, Mohammad Abdoltalil Al-Beik, make this declaration based om my persanal knowledge and 1f
called to testify I conld and would do so competently as follows:

L. My nams is Mohammad Abdollahi Ali Beik, and I am a co-founder of an
organization called DREAM Activistiorg, DREAM Activist.org is a multicultural, migrant-
youth led movement to pass the federal DREAM Act, also known as the Development, Relief,
and Bducation for Alien Minors Act,

2. The DREAM Act is a bipartisan bill that seeks to address the situation faced by
many young students who werte brought to the United States as young infants. Under the most
;re:cent version of the DREAM Act, students with good maral character wha came to the United
States at age 15 or younger at least five years before the date of the legislation’s enactment
would qualify for “conditional permancnt resident status” upon aceeptance 1o college, graduation
from a U.S. high school, or being awarded a GED in the United States or if they have served in
the armed forces.

3. I currently live in Atlants, Georgia. T was borm in Iran. [carae to the United
States when | was about three-yewrs old with my parents who framigrated to study at a state
university. [ have been living in the United States for the past 22 years. [ ama DREAM Act
eligible student.

4. DREAM Activist.org is a national membership-based organization comprised of
DREAM Act students from all across the country, including in Alzsbama, DREAM Activist.org
is split into ten regions across the country. [ work to coordinate Region Four, which covers the
Southeast United States, including Alabama, Georgis, Florida, South Carolina, Nosth Carolina,

Tennessee, Kentucky, and Mississippl. We provide campaign support to DREAM Aet students
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tacing removal from the United States in Alabama and all across the country, and we proimiote
the passage of the DREAM Act.

5. Dream Activist.org kas 315 members in Alabama. Our members include students
in multiple stages of the federal immigration court system. Some of our members, including our
Alabama merabers, are unknown to the federal Department of Homeland Security’s Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (“ICE™) depastinent. But many others have been encountered by ICE
and have been gven a tenmorary reptieve from removal.

6. For example, some memnbers have been granted “deferred action,” whichis a
diseretionary decision by ICE to not arrest of depott a person for immigration purposes,
Deferred action is offen granted for one-year intervals, but can be renewed. However, a person
granted deferred action is still remavable and is still without lawfu] status in the United States.
Because of the temporary and indefinite nature of deferred action, individuals who have been
granted it are not eligible to obtain the identity docwments HB 56 requires in Alabama, such 4s a
driver’s license. ICE alsa does not issue any sort of an identity card to those who have received
deferred action. Sometimes ICE does not provide letters indicating that a parson was granted
deferred action, but these hardly qualify as an identity document.

7. Some DREAM Activist.org members also have private irumigration bills
imtroduced by a local Senator or House of Representative preventing their removal from the
nited States. Upon issuance of a private bill, a DREAM Act student’s removal i3 delayed at
least until the end of the congressional session. A DREAM Act student with a private il
introduced raay not kave proof that the bill was introduced or a law enforcement officer may be

confused as to whether a DREAM Act student with a private bill can remain in the United States.
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Under HR 56, Alabama DREAM Act students with a private bill introduced but not passed in
either the House or Senate may be targeted and arrested under the law.,

8. HB 56 poses a severe risk for members of Dream Activist.orz who reside in
Alabama. These risks include the following:

4. Under Section § of HB 56, the only immigrants who can stterd a public
postsecondary institution are lawful permanent residents and persotis on nonimuimigrant visas.
This means DREAM Act students in Alabama will be prohibited from attending public
postsecondary institutions. This is a severe hattn for many of our members in Alabama, for nof
anly does it deny them of the right to attend college and fulfill their dreams, but it also means
that our menabers in Alabama will be denied one of the main paths to conditional residency
under the current DREAM Act bsing considered in Congress.

b. Under Section 10 of HB 36, it is a erfme to be in Alabama without a
proper alien regisiration document. Maty of our members i Alabama do oot have such s
“registration document” because they do not have current immigration status, and so will be at
risk of a criminal conviction merely for being present in Alabama even though the federal
govemment is aware that some of out Alabama membsts are in the country aud has elected not
to inifiate removal proceedings against them.

c. Under Section 11 of HB 56, it is illegal to apply for or to work in the State
of Alabama without prior work authorization. Many of our members in Alabama do not have
work autherization because they do not have current irnmigration status (though some of our
members who have been granted deferred action can qualify for work authorization while their

deferred action status remains current), They will thus face risk of crirainal prosecution if they
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attempt to support themselves and their families while they work to fulfilf their American
dreams.

d, Under Section 12 of HB 56, law enforcement officers are required to
detain individuals if they suspect the person is without cugrent immigration statws. Many of our
members in Alabama will be subjectad to untawful detertion ueder this rule. For example,
members who have besn granted deferred action by the federal government would never be
arrested by federal immigration officers (becanse federal authorities have elready decided to not
act on that person’s rtase at this time), but there is no way that a local police ofﬁc;er will be able
to quickly verify this. Instead, the officer will have to hold our members for as long as it takes ta
pet verification of this status from, federal authorities, meaning our member: will be subject to
prolonged and unfair detention.

e. Under Section 13 of HB 56, it will be a crime for Alabama residents to
give our members & ride, provide help to our members to stay in Alabama, or even to rent
lodging to our members, Our members ate going to be severely harmed by this provision
because it will make living in Alabama nearly impossible, even for our mernbers who have
deferred action or a private congressional bill, because although ICE will not try {0 remove these
students, they nevertheless are without ctrvent stacus and thus anyone who helps them in
Alabama could be criminally prosecuted.

f. The varjous sections of HB 56 work together in ways that will inflict
substantial harmas on our Alabama member, if the law 15 allowed to take effact. Under Sections
18 and 19 of HB 56, anyone who lacks current immigration status canndt be granted bead.
Again our members, even those with deferred action, nevertheless lack curtent imimigration

statug, and as such if they are ever stopped by police for a minor infraction, they will be denied



bond, So for exaraple, if an officer suspects that one of our members is without status, the

officer must verify their status (per Section 12). The officer also will arrest our member for
violating the registration requirement (Section 10). And the member will spend however long it
takes to get a court hearing on the charge, because the membet will not be available for bond
(per Section 18).

z In addition, under Section 27 of HB 56, our members cannot safely enter
itto contracts with anyone. The contract will be unenforceable for our members who lack
current irmnigfaﬁon status, including those wﬂo havs been granted deferred action. This is g{)ing
to have a profound effect on our members, some of whom have already expressed fears of beiug
able to enter info remtal agreetnents or plans to purchase a car if the Iaw takes effect.

k. Under Section 28 of HB 36, our members will have t disclose the
immigration status of themselves and their parents when they envoll in school. This is going to
have a profound adverse effect on our members, some of whom have already expressed fears of
having their family members reported and detained. This is an unconscionzble proposition
created by HB 56. On the one hand, America is a country that encourages everyotie fo work hard
to be their very best, and sveryone recognizes the best way to do so is by gelting an educafior.
Yet this section requires voung children and youths to decide between pursuing their dreams and
exposing their funily to incredible risk of detection.

g, Direamn Activist.org members in Alabama wilt suffer severely if this law is
petmited to go into effect, and Drexn Activist.org will similarly suffer as cur members become
aftaid to engage in advocacy through our network, or even to associate themselves with the
organization. For example, we have organized on-line svents in Alabama to push for passage of

the DREAM Act, we have held regional events and invited our Alabama members to attend, and



we have supported organizing by local DREAM students in Alabama. In fact, we are organizing

2 DREAM Activist summit in September or October m Alabama. All of this 15 at risk as many
of our members are considering leaving Alabama i HB 56 is implemented and those who stay
have indicated that they will minimize their exposure to local law enforcement by avoiding

public events.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing Is true and correct.

EXECUTED this 5 day of July, 2011 in Atlanta, Georgia.




