
IN 774P, UiIiD STATES DISTRICT cc= FOR THE

EAS'lER DTsR-Fc	 LouTsTAA

77, 1" ORTS

•
RICHARD B. S0 7307, J	 -

Plaintiffs

and

UNITED STATES 0 1? AY7,RICA
by RASEY CLARX, Attorney
Genera l of the United States)

Plaintiff-Intervenor

V.

1,7', A 7 1D --- R H. PEZ, SR.,

Defendants.

CIVIL AC'P ION YO. 67-243

SECTIO&

C	 ,T	 T	 P,:\,177 	 T: 0 1:1:

The United States, plaintiff-intervenor,

1. This is a cornlaint in intervention

filed u the United States pursuant to Rul. ,N. 24 of

the Fede ral Rules o f Civil Proc c'dr=, and 42 U.S.C.

2000h-2 (Section 902 o - the Civil Rights Act of

196)4).

2. On February 22, 1967 the plaintiffs

filed their complaint in this case. An amended

complaint was filed on February 27, 1967.

action was brought by the plaintiffs on their own

behalf and on behalf of other merab-=;rs of their class.

It seel,:s injunctive relief to remedy 	 conduct

of th:,	including the denial to plaintiffs

and the class t'ne:-_-,?:1)1.---.7,?nt of te eua1 protection
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of the laws on account of race O r C61 0 r , i n violation

of the Fourteenth Am=-ndm-nt	 States
Constitution.

3. • The Attorney

this case is of general  publ 4 c importance and his

certificate is attached to this complaint in

intervention.

4. Plaintiff Richard 3. Sobol is an attorney.

licensed to practice l aw in the Dist r ict of Columbia

and the State of New York. in association with

Robert F. Collins, Nils R. Douglas and Loi 4 s E. r7lic.

of New 0-leans, Louis i ana, all of whom are licensed

to practice law in Louisiana, Sobo l has represented

Negroes and civil rights workers in the State and

Federal Courts in Louisiana.

5. Plaintiff Gary Thif, can i s a Neg ro citizen

of Placuemires Parish, Louisiana. He was represented

by Richard B. Sobo l , Robert F. C 1 1'n-'a -	 1. Z.,

Douglass in the case of Louisiana v. Duncan, a case in

Plaauemin .a s Parish,

with assault and battery for his activities in connection

with an attempt to desegregate a local school,

o. Plaintiff Isaac Reynolds is the Southern

Regional Director of the Congress o f. R, rial E-u-,41ity,

an organization working to obtain equal civil rights

for Negroes.

1	 7. The defendants in this case are Leander H.

as Chair:=:.-1 of	 -3=1.-4sh

Council, Leander H. 7.:;n1.,r,,
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for
	

Twenty-Fifth Judicial Distrit of Louisiana

and the Hono rable Eugene	 ,Ps a District Court

Jud ge in T%,	 - r, 4.1.j. :ILI D istrict of 'Louisiana.

8. On or about February 21, 1307, defendant

Leon issued a warrant for the arrest of the plaintiff

aga i nst the pl aintiff Sobol char ging him with the

unauthorized practice of law under Sections 213 and

214 of Title 37, Louisiana Revised Statutes. This

charge a~ainst the plaintiff Sobol was made in con-

nection with his p ro f ess i ona l activ i t i es in th,,

defense of Duncan in the case  of Louisianr?, v. Duncan.

9. The institution and threatened prosecution

of criminal proceedings against laintiff Sobol on the

ground of his alleged unauthorized practice of the law

in connection with, the defense of Duncan in Louisiana

v. Duncan h n. c., the purpose of n-7 plaintiff Sobol,I	 L

and other lawyers similarly situated, from helping to

i Negroesp rovide fai r and adequa l:e	 reresenuo.. to

in the local. courts in Pl.,acuemins 	 Louisiana 4n

certain typ es of cases such as those involving the

constitutional and civil rights of Negroes.

10. The institution and threatened prosecution

of criminal proceedings against plaintiff Sobol on

the ground of his alleged unauthorized practice of the

law in •connection with the defense d fl Euncan in Tiouisi-=,na

v. Duncan will have the effect of deterring Sobol, and

other lawyers similarly situated, from hel p ing to pro-

vide fair and adeouate legal r ep resentation for Negroes

in th,-, local CO=s	 Parish, Louisiana in

certain	 of cases
	

thos e

constitutional and civil riP-hts of Negroes.



• 11. cscl in Fa	 :ins Par

l ess able than whit persons, because o r' tr")==.-7r race, t o

secure in the local courts of Plaqueines Louisiana

adequate representation by ccuns ,- 1. 	to P ract i ce law

in the State of Louisiana in certain ty-oes of cases

as those involving their c i v il acid cr,nstitutiof,,,-;

12. The institution and threatened prosecution of

such proceedings against rlairitiff Sobol by the defendants

thereby denies to Neg roes in P lcolemins ga ri sh, Louisiana,

on account of their race, the equal protection of the laws

guaranteed by the Fourteenth .-'1 7-7TdIT ,= nt to the Constitution
-	 •4_of the United States.

WHEREFORE– the United States, plai.nti.ff-intervPnor,

prays that this Court i ssue an order p ermanently enjoining
,,•the defendants, their officers, employees, succes sons

and all persons actin-7 in concerk, or Panticipation with the:i,

from:

(3) Proceeding any further with the prosecut i on of

Richard Sobol in the case of Louisiana v. Sobol

p resent l y p ending i n the Dist r ict Cou rt for the

Twenty-Fifth Jud i cal District, of Louisiana,

Docket No. 	 arid4 	 from failing to take all

necessary steps to dismiss that proceeding and tr,

purge from all official records all evidence of the

arrest and institution of t:nat proceeding;

(2) Arresting or prosecuting, or threatening to

arrest or prosecute any person, or other-

wise engaging in any act or p ractice, with

the DU rIDOS c: o r e f fect o' denying to any

Person, on	 or color, fair srid

legal rr o ress'nt ,?.ti_on n any court in

. Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana;

suoci
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f ") Arrestir- _

to arrest or oroscute any atto rn-v wno

is a ner:_oer in good standing in any state

.bar for providing or atte= 21* - to provide

fair and adequate legal re .oresentation for

Negroes in cases in the courts in Pla q ue nines

Parisn, Louisiana, such as those involving

the civil and constitutional rignts of

Negroes,tultil suc'n time as tne de,'"end2.nts

snow affirmatively to this Court that

Negroes can ootain fair and adequate repre-

sntation in such cases in the courts in

Plaouemines Parish, Louisiana, by lawyers

wno are nemoers of tne oar of the State

of Loili.san,=-L.

Tne United States furtner prays for suon

relief as justice	 including an order awarding

the costs and d i sburserients of this action.

Attorney General

A/704 	 •
JOH
Assistnt Atto rney General

/c,w.;	 Co /-

7 	 -4=4-2/67

IbtfiS C. LA 007.5:1
United States Attorn,,,v

4/0G4 '	 (---/5� 
OWEN M. FISS
Trial Attorney
U. S. Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.	 20530
(202) 737-8200
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