Mz, Barrett May 15, 1967

Mrxr. Fiss

Stay in lee¢ v. Macen County
Eoaxd of Edugation

Attached is a copy of a hriei we received
tecday in lLee v. Macon County Board of Education
in support of the applicaticn to the Supreme Court
for a stay. Our memorandum in oppesition was pre-
pared without the "benefit" of that krief, kut
after reading it, I am of the view that it is neither

necessary nor appropriate to submit anything further
tc the Court,

ccs Norman
Claiborne
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Trial File, lee v, May 8, 1967
lacon County Board of Educetiop

EPFiadr

Kenneth P, Fraatland ny 144-100-2
#1-007-24

Chambers County; Joint Review of Title VI Compliance
With HEW,

On May 8, 1967, Richard Pairley, Mfice of Bducation,
BEOP director for Alabama, Ann Lassiter, HEW 3ecretsry's
of fice and uyself met with the Chambers Ceunty Juperintendent
Morse Haynes and the Chambiers Hoard of Education, at the
Board's office in lLafayette, ~flabama. The purpnse of the
vigit was to determine what specific steps the Poard had
taken to implement the lLee model plan and possibly forestsll
a Title VI fuad cutoff scheduled fer Wednesday, May 10.
This first Joint review wog vredicated upen the Roard's
request of HEW to stop the termination of funds providing
au the basis of submission of the model pler to imve Seeley's
office with a statement "to abide by the decree.” Superin-
tendent lieynes nutlined the Poard's compliance status
adnitting they didn*t attend the hesring December 21, 1566
and refused to submit & 4410, He said af ter they received
the Leg decree on March 23 they requested and received
approval from Dr, Stone to have an April 1 - April 30 choice
period. The Board szent their model plan to nr, HStone and
Dave Seeley. To date they had received no reply fronm
3eeley's office, so they contacted Senator lister Hill to
try to arrange a conference with HEY abopt their federsal
funds. Uoard Chaizman Clark then wmade a brief statement
saying they comsidered themselwves under 2 court order and
that their good faith submisszion of the plan waz sufficient
to get their funds.

iMek PFairley asted that I explain the losrd's position

in relation to the Lge decree. 1 explained the Doard was

agt a perty per'se and the department's function to achieve
ceaplxamme wi the decree. HEW'g position in their Title
pragram wee explained and that the requirements of iLee

ang HIW were the zause,
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Pairley stated we were there te determine what con-
crete plans the Board hed adepted pursuant to their plan
so that he could make 2 recosmendation to his superior
about their funds. The Boerd unever staterd any coucrete
plan but relied upon the fact that they promised to do all
that was written in their plan., We then turned to specific
sections of the plan to ascertsin what the Doard was doing.

im student desegrepatien, the Superintendent ssid
about 90-95% of almost 7000students turned in cheice forns
't not 211 had been processed. lle stated 45 Eegro students
chose white schools, IHe said they =zent out the HEW nmodel
letter to parents that did not have the added transportetion
PRrsgrapia.,

We inguired what plans the Board had adopted fo
implement paragraph I(N) of the pilan., The best they would
say was the trangportation supervisor had tallked to 2ll
buz drivers, located the rvesidences of 2ll students end was
woriing en new naps. They stated that since ir. Stoae's
trangportation report was not due until June 10, they would
follgw Dr. Stonez timefoble and would have the new routes
ready by school next fall, e nld routes were examined
and the Board understood that duplicative routes clearly
evident on their present maps (prepared by race) were to
he eliminated,

My paragranh VI, faculity, the Bosrd recognized the
reguirenents of the decree but hed no concrete nlan for
azsignments. They said they would follow Dr., “tonefs tine-
table and that teacher assigmments usually were decided
at late May or June meetings. The wost they would say was
that the Roard discussed assigning ong or more teachers
of the wigority race at previeus neetings. They would
not say any more.

e next inquired what stepg were heing tsken to
implenent paragraph IV, egualizaztion., They acknowledged
3 Negro frame schools and one white aschool have sube-minimal
attendance. (Ye visited White Plains (Negre) (110, grades
1-8) snd Hopewell (Negre) (65,grades 1-10) and noted each
school should be closed. The Chanbers County Doard
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said they had no present plans to close those schools.
They had planned to consolidatre the 3 Negre scheoals into
2 new Negro school to be coustructed in the arees , but
since the Lee decree had not pursued those plans. They
seened to imply they wanted te "improve the iustruction
aud equippent’ at those schools, The Bozrd presented no
remedial plans to equalize the auality of education.

The Bosrd indicated they understood what their plan
meant, but when again asked for details reverted o their
“oonod faith™ efforts in the future to implement the plan
and why that wags not enough. Vairley reviewed wity the
Board was in its present position and that he needed some
concrete plavs from the Deoard te relate to his superiors
for their consideration., For the remainder of the neeting,
the foard attempted to say they had done what they thought
they had to and were satisfied free choice was woricing in
Chamb:ers County.

When it wes evident the Poard would not mahe any
specific statements, the meeting ended. At all timesg the
meeting was cexdial and before we left we were asied if
the Bpard would receive some defipite word by “ednes=day
of their status. We paid they would be contacted by phone
or telegran of HiW's decision.

My view ig that the Noard really belicved we had
come to rubbey stamp their plar and tell then on the spot
they would get their money. 1 believe they received this
impression from the tome of Ur. Stone's letter recomnending
they submit their plan to Seeley and reguest release of
their funds and their contacts with Senator Hill's office.

My recommendation iz that in sheence of any “oncrete
steps to implement their plan, this eystem's eligibility
should not be restored. Az to future Joint reviews with
HEW, 1 think they could be helpful but ouly if we hed pre-
viously discussed details with tng Superintendopt before
talking to his loerd. Dick Pairley believes that Chambers
riay be typical of the 13 districts aad that jeint reviews
would not be fruitful sr thix tise,
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