
Alcx.tpder v. Yale 

The leqal system and the legal language have constrained 

the larqer issuPs ruised by Alexander v. Yale. Instead of 

focusinq on thf~ humi 1 i <1t ion and anguish women suffer in their 

experiencPs of sexual hdrassment, it has focused on legal 

technicalities and has become an individual damage issue. 

The case at this point has been effectively reduced to one 

Yal(' woman's experiencP of sexual harassment by one Yale 

professor. This is testimony to the inadequacy of the law 

in addrPssinq the real issues and problems in people's lives. 

In this instance, it has both trivialized and made abstract 

the very real pain of sexually harassed women. 

The case raises issues relevant to all women. It is one 

mon:·• instance of women fighting to free themselves from the 

vulnerdbility that n•sults from their social and political 

powerlessness. We ure r0fusing to submit to the threats and 

manipulations of men in positions of power. We are refusing 

to allow tho5P men to control our lives and tell us what to ... 

do. For b LK'k women. th i ~ struggle is compounded by the 

realities of rdsicm in Amf:•rica today. 

ThPrPfon•, WP dPm,a1d t hP right of women at Yale in particular 

t ,, r.111 Pducc1 t ion r r·"" r n:rn1 t hP deqrPda t ion of sexual harassment, 

r'i11t in 9> doi nq w<· d1·m.ir1r! t hP riqht. of all women to a life free 
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