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ROBERT W. FERGUSON 
WSBA #26004 
Attorney General 
NOAH G. PURCELL 
WSBA #43492 
Solicitor General 
COLLEEN M. MELODY  
WSBA #42275 
Civil Rights Unit Chief 
Office of the Attorney General 
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Seattle, WA 98104 
206-464-7744 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

 
STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
DONALD TRUMP, in his official 
capacity as President of the United 
States; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY; JOHN F. 
KELLY, in his official capacity as 
Secretary of the Department of 
Homeland Security; TOM 
SHANNON, in his official capacity 
as Acting Secretary of State; and the 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
 
 Defendants. 

CIVIL ACTION NO.   

 
DECLARATION OF NOAH G. 
PURCELL IN SUPPORT OF MOTION 
FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING 
ORDER 
 
   
 

 

 Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746(2), I, Noah G. Purcell, hereby declare as follows: 

1. I am over the age of eighteen and competent to testify.  

2. I am the Solicitor General for the State of Washington. I make this declaration as a 

representative of the State of Washington (“State”) in support of the Motion for 

Temporary Restraining Order filed concurrently herewith. 
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3. Pursuant to Western District of Washington Local Rule 65(b)(1), on January 30, 2017, I 

caused an attorney on my staff to call the offices of the United States Attorney for the 

Western District of Washington to provide notice of the State’s intent to file a Motion 

for Temporary Restraining Order later that afternoon, and to note it for hearing on 

January 30, 2017, the same day.  

4. Counsel for the State spoke with Kerry Keef, Civil Chief, United States Attorney’s 

Office, Western District of Washington, 700 Stewart Street, Suite 5220, Seattle, 

Washington 98101, (206) 553-7970. 

5. Ms. Keef advised that Defendants will be represented by attorneys within the Federal 

Programs Division of the United States Department of Justice in Washington, D.C. 

6. No one from the Federal Programs Division has contacted counsel for the State. 

7. A member of my staff queried and downloaded publicly available data from the U.S. 

Census website regarding the number of non-citizen immigrants from Iran, Iraq, Libya, 

Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Yemen (the seven (7) countries listed in the President’s 

Executive Order on immigration) residing in the State of Washington. Attached hereto 

as Purcell Declaration Exhibit A is a table prepared by my staff member reflecting 

that data. 

8. Attached hereto as Purcell Declaration Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of an 

online printout of a news article from NPR dated January 27, 2017 titled “Trump’s 

Immigration Freeze Omits Those Linked To Deadly Attacks in U.S.” 

9. Attached hereto as Purcell Declaration Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of an 

online printout of a news article dated December 9, 2015 titled “Trump spokeswoman: 

‘So What? They’re Muslim.” 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

 
/// 
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/// 
 
/// 

Executed this 30th day of January, 2017. 

 
s/ _Noah G. Purcell     __________ 
Noah G. Purcell, WSBA #43492 
Solicitor General 

     Office of the Attorney General 
      800 Fifth Avenue, Suite 2000 
      Seattle, WA  98104 
      (206) 464-7744 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON  
 

 
STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
 
 Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
DONALD TRUMP, in his official 
capacity as President of the United States; 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY; JOHN F. KELLY, in his 
official capacity as Secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security; TOM 
SHANNON, in his official capacity as 
Acting Secretary of State; and the 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
 
 Defendants. 

 
 
DECLARATION OF ASIF 
CHAUDHRY 
 

 

I, Asif Chaudhry, hereby declare and affirm: 

1. I am the Vice President for International Programs at Washington State 

University (WSU), Washington State’s land grant institution and the second largest public 

research university in the Pacific Northwest.  I have held this position since June 2015.  Prior to 

my current role at WSU, I spent my career working for the United States Government as a Senior 

Foreign Service Officer, holding numerous leadership positions in the Departments of State, 

Defense, and Agriculture.  These positions included Vice President of the Commodity Credit 
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Corporation, Foreign Policy Advisor to the Chief of the United States Navy at the Pentagon, and 

U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Moldova.  I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth 

in this declaration, and I am competent to testify about them. 

2. As Vice President for International Programs at WSU, I have responsibility for 

WSU’s international research activities, study abroad programs, international students, and 

student and faculty exchanges.  I am the chief international relations officer at WSU and am 

responsible for the role of International Programs in carrying out WSU’s mission of global 

engagement, which is “To apply knowledge through local and global engagement that will 

improve quality of life and enhance the economy of the state, nation, and world.”  I also manage 

WSU’s programs focusing on establishing strategic partnerships with governments and 

educational institutions across the globe. 

3. WSU’s global presence includes active research programs in dozens of countries 

worldwide and study abroad programs in over 70 countries worldwide.  The University also has 

matriculated undergraduate, graduate, and professional students and visiting scholars from many 

countries worldwide.   

4. I have reviewed the Executive Order entitled “Protecting the Nation from Foreign 

Terrorist Entry Into the United States,” which temporarily bars entry into this country of any 

person who is a citizen of any one of seven countries–Syria, Iraq, Iran, Somalia, Sudan, Libya, 

and Yemen.   

5. WSU currently has approximately 136 undergraduate and graduate students who 

are citizens of these listed countries.  These students are here under valid student visas.  I believe 

that the presence of these students, scholars, and faculty on our campus serves to build 

international understanding among all the members of our community.  Their presence also 

enriches the educational experience of all WSU students. 

6. The implementation of the Executive Order has already had a negative impact on 

the lives of students and faculty from the listed countries.  The fact that they will not be able to 
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travel outside of the U.S. will affect both their personal and professional lives.  It will also 

negatively impact WSU by limiting the scope of academic activities in which these members of 

the WSU community will be able to engage. 

7. There are many specific examples of the immediate impact the Executive Order 

has already had on WSU students and faculty.  One of many examples includes graduate students 

doing atmospheric research, who need to travel outside the U.S. in order to conduct critical 

fieldwork and attend conferences.  These students, like many others, are working hard on 

projects to improve people’s lives in the U.S., their home countries, and other countries.  By 

denying them re-entry into the U.S., the Executive Order restricts their ability to fully participate 

in their programs of study and also negatively impacts the academic program and unit as a whole, 

which is dependent on their research. 

8. Another example over this past weekend is a student who was heading to WSU 

to work with faculty on irrigation water conservation research.  She had gone through an 

11-month approval process but was turned away in Amsterdam because of the Executive Order.  

Not only was the student heartbroken, but her important research has been put on hold. 

9. The Executive Order also impacts major university-wide initiatives.  Like other 

peer institutions nation-wide, WSU has been working on expanding its international student 

population to increase diversity and enrich the experience of all students.  In fact, WSU recently 

launched a major initiative to do so, partnering with other entities to create a new international 

student center.  The success of this enterprise is dependent on the ability of students from many 

countries world-wide to travel to the U.S. and to WSU. 

10. These are only a few examples of the difficulties being faced by the WSU 

community as a result of the Executive Order.  Based on my experience in international 

education and research, I am concerned that the Executive Order will have a significant negative 

effect on the willingness of students, scholars, and faculty from other majority Muslim countries 
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to apply to come to a U.S. university to advance their scholarship and their academic careers.  

The cumulative effects of these restrictions will have a significant impact on WSU. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that the 

foregoing is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.   

Dated this 30th day of January, 2017. 

 

__________________________________ 

Asif Chaudhry, Ph.D. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

6 WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

7 STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
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Plaintiff, 

v. 

DONALD TRUMP, in his official 
capacity as President of the United 
States; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY; JOHN F. 
KELLY, in his official capacity as 
Secretary of the Department of 
Homeland Security; TOM SHANNON, 
in his official capacity as Acting 
Secretary of State; and the UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA, 

Defendants. 

DECLARATION OF AYESHA 
BLACKWELL-HAWKINS, ESQ. 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746(2), Ayesha Blackwell-Hawkins hereby declares as 

follows: 

1. I am over the age of eighteen and competent to testify. 

2. I am Senior Manager of Mobility and Immigration at Amazon.com, Inc. and its 

subsidiaries ("Amazon"). I manage the team that is responsible for providing 

immigration supp01t for employees and their dependent families and ensuring lawful 
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immigration to and from the various countries in which Amazon operates. I have 

been employed in this capacity since 2009. 

3. Amazon employs more than 40,000 employees in the State of Washington and more 

than 180,000 employees in the United States. Our employees come to us from every 

comer of the United States and every comer of the world. 

4. From the very beginning, Amazon has been committed to equal rights, tolerance, and 

diversity - and we always will be. As we've grown the company, we've worked hard 

to attract talented people from all over the world, and we believe this is one of the 

things that makes Amazon great - a diverse workforce helps us build better products 

for customers. 

5. The Executive Order, "Protecting the Nation from Foreign TelTorist Entry into the 

United States, signed by President Trump on January 27, 2017 (the "Executive 

Order") immediately - and negatively - impacted employees, dependents of 

employees, and candidates for employment with Amazon. 

6. Because the Executive Order suspends entry into the United States of "aliens from 

countries referred to in section 217(a)(12) of the INA, 8 U.S.C. 1187(a)(12)" it is 

unclear whether it applies to only citizens of identified countries or anyone born in 

those countries irrespective of their culTent citizenship or visa status. It is also unclear 

whether the suspension applies to employees with dual citizenship (in both an 

identified and non-identified counh·y). In order to comply with the order and to 

ensure the safety of our employees, we assume the Executive Order covers both 

scenarios. 

7. Amazon is currently aware of 49 employees born in one of the countries identified in 

the Executive Order. 47 in that group currently have citizenship in another country. 

The remaining two employees hold pe1manent residence in another country. These 

DECLARATION OF 
AYESHA BLACKWELL 

2 

Case 2:17-cv-00141-JLR   Document 6   Filed 01/30/17   Page 2 of 4



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

employees work in the United States lawfully pursuant to Jl, H-lB, E-3, TN, LPR 

and L-1 A visas. 

8. One example of an impacted employee is a senior Amazon lawyer who was born in 

Libya but has been a UK citizen for many years. This employee had plans to travel to 

the United States for business during the month of February. We have instructed the 

employee to cancel her plans and remain in the UK rather than risk being denied 

entry to the United States. 

9. Amazon is also currently aware of 10 dependents of Amazon employees born in one 

of the countries identified in the Executive Order. These dependents live in the 

United States lawfully pursuant to H-lB, L-lB, E-3, LPR, F-1 OPT, and TN visas. 

10. We reached out to impacted Amazon employees and dependents and recommended 

that they refrain from travel outside of the United States until further notice. Fmiher, 

we have advised any such individuals who are living outside of the United States, 

with current plans to visit the US for business or personal reasons, to cancel those 

plans until the entry restrictions are lifted. 

11. Amazon is also currently aware of 7 candidates for employment who have received 

offers for employment with Amazon. All of these candidates were born in Iran, but 

are currently citizens of Ge1many, Canada, and Australia. We are currently assessing 

alternatives that could include placement in countries other than the United States. 

12. The Executive Order has impacted more than just Amazon employees, dependents, 

and candidates. Asghar Farhadi, the Iranian director of the film, The Salesman, is 

similarly prohibited under the language of the Executive Order from attending the 

Academy Awards in Los Angeles, where his film is a nominee for Best Foreign Film. 

Amazon's subsidiary, Amazon Studios, is the distributor of the film. 
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13. Finally, my team is continuing to receive of inquiries from employees who are not 

immediately impacted, but who are seriously concerned about their ability to travel 

and the potential expansion of the Executive Order. 

I declare under penalty of pe1jury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed this 3~of January, 2017. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

AT SEATTLE

8
l I STATE OF WASHINGTON

9 No.

Plaintiff,

10
V.

DECLARATION OF EMILY
CHIANG
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16

DONALD TRUMP, in his official
capacity as President of the United
States; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY; JOHN F.
KELLY, in his official capacity as
Secretary of the Department of Homeland
Security; TOM SHANNON, in his
official capacity as Acting Secretary of
State; and the {?JNITED STATES OF
AMERICA

17 Defendants.

18

I, Emily Chiang, declare as follows:
19

1. I am over the age of eighteen, am competent to testify to the matters below, and
20

declare based on personal knowledge.
21

2. I am the Legal Director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Washington
22

("ACLU-WA").
23

DECLARATION OF EMILY CHIANG - l AMERICAN Civn. LIBERTIES UNION OF

WASHINGTON FOUNDATION

901 F?FTHAVENtJE#630

SEATTLE, WA 98164
(206) 624-2184
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l 3. IoverseeandadministertheLegalDepartmentoftheACLU-WA,includingall

2 l l active litigation and intake.

3 4. SincePresidentDonaldTrumpsignedhisExecutiveOrderonJanuary27,2017,

4 l l ?Protecting the Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States,? our office has

s ll received numerous calls and emails from affected individuals requesting assistance.

6 s. We have been contacted by people who are ell route to the United States who are

7 ll concerned that they or their friends and family members will be detained or not permitted to

B l l enter the country.

9 6. We have been contacted by people who have themselves been detained at one of

10 ll Washington State's borders or told that entry into the United States would not be permitted.

11 7. We have been contacted by people living in Washington whose families have

12 II been separated because of the ban on refugee admissions. These individuals have vulnerable

13 l i family members who may have been approved entry prior to the Executive Order but are

l4 il currently barred from entering the country due to the Executive Order.

15 8. We have been contacted by people with lawful status who are citizens of the

l O l l impacted countries with plans to travel internationally in the future and are uncertain whether

17 l l they will be allowed to reenter the country after they travel abroad.

18 9. We have been contacted by people who have decided to stay overseas rather than

19 l l risk ending up in the United States immigration detention system.

20 10. AwomanfromafamilyofSyrianrefugeescontactedus.Herfamilyhadrecently

21 I I filed a family reunification petition that would have allowed her mother, father, and three

22 l i siblings to come to Washington State from Jordan. The complainant was also going to visit her

23 l l family in Jordan but is now afraid to leave the United States out of fear that she will not be

DECLARATION OF EMILY CHIANG - 2 AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION OF

WASHINGTON FOUNDATION
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SEATTLE, WA 98164
(206) 624-2184
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1 l l allowed to return and would therefore be separated from her family members already in

2 l l Washington State.

3 11. WewerecontactedbyamanwhohaslivedinWashingtonStatesincel996and

4 ll whose parents have lived here since 2011. His mother is a Syrian national and was returning

s l l from a trip to see her father (his grandfather), who was recently diagnosed with cancer. Her

0 ll return date is January 30, 2017. Out of concern that she might be refused entry into the country

7 ll or detained, her flight destination was changed from Los Angeles, California to Vancouver, B.C..

B ll The complainant was concerned that his mother would not be allowed to enter the country at the

9 ll border crossing in Blaine, Washington. Because his mother is 75 years old, he is planning on a

10 ll long tertn stay in Vancouver if she is not allowed entry. However, he has a young son and

ll?? family that he would be separated from during that time and employment that will not

12 l l accommodate long-term telecommuting.

13 12. WewerecontactedbyanIraqirefugeewhohaslivedinWashingtonStatefortwo

14 ll years. When President Trump signed the Executive Order she was distraught because she had

15 l l planned to travel in March to visit her fianc6-who she has not seen in over two years. Even

16 l l though her trip was planned a long time ago, she is now concerned that she may not be able to

17 l l reenter the country if she goes to see him.

18 13. AnIranianwomancontactedusbecauseshewasexpectingavisitfromher

1 g ll mother in three weeks. The process of getting a visa for her mother who lives in Iran was long

20 l l and arduous. It took six months to get an appointment with the embassy. Her appointment was

21 l l in August and she finally received her visa in early January. The complainant was excited to

22 i l have her mother visit her in Washington State-a visit that will no longer be possible because of

23 I I the Executive Order. She was also planning to visit her elderly grandmother in Iran this summer

DECLARATION OF EMILY CHIANG - 3 AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNI0'N OF

WASHINGTON FOUNDATION
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1 ll but now she is afraid to leave the country out of fear that, even though she is a lawful permanent

2 i l resident, she might not be allowed reentry.

3 14. OnJanuary28,2017,theACLUofWashingtonwiththeNorthwestImmigrant

4 li Rights Project filed an emergency Writ of Habeas Corpus for the release of two individuals who

s l l were detained at the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport. Judge Thomas Zilly ordered their

0 l l immediate release. Exhibit A.

7 l l I declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the state of Washington that the foregoing is tme

3 li and correct.

9 li EXECUTED on 30th day of January, 2017.

10
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17
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19
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22

23
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echiang@aclu-wa.org
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Matt Adams 
Glenda Aldana Madrid 
NORTHWEST IMMIGRANT RIGHTS PROJECT 
615 Second Ave., Ste. 400 
Seattle, WA  98104 
(206) 957-8611 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON 

AT SEATTLE 
 
_______________________________________ 
John DOE 1, John DOE 2 
  

Petitioners, 
 v. 
 
Donald TRUMP; President of the United States 
of America; John F. Kelly, Secretary of the 
Department of Homeland Security; 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY; 
KEVIN K. MCALEENAN, Acting 
Commissioner of Customs and Border 
Protection; CUSTOMS AND BORDER 
PROTECTION; and the UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA, 
 

 Respondents. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
 
 
 
Case No.: C17-126 
 
Agency No. A  
 
ORDER GRANTING EMERGENCY 
MOTION FOR STAY OF REMOVAL 
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 THIS MATTER HAVING COME TO THE COURT UPON PETITIONERS’ 

EMERGENCY ORDER FOR STAY OF REMOVAL, AND THE COURT HAVING 

CONSIDERED THE EMERGENCY PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS, 

DOCKET NO. 1, AND THE MOTION FOR EMERGENCY STAY, DOCKET NO. 2,  

HEREBY GRANTS THE FOLLOWING ORDER: 

1. THE COURTS GRANTS A STAY OF REMOVAL. 

2. DEFENDANTS ARE ENJOINED FROM REMOVING JOHN DOE I AND 

JOHN DOE II FROM THE UNITED STATES PENDING FURTHER ORDER 

OF THE COURT. 

3. The Court SETS a hearing for 10:00 a.m. on Friday, February 3, 2017, to 

determine whether to lift the stay. 

DATED this 28th day of January, 2017. 

 

A 
Thomas S. Zilly 
United States District Judge 
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