
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE 

(Eastern Division)
_______________________________________ 
 
   STATE OF TENNESSEE, by and through 
      the Tennessee General Assembly, et al.,  
 
    Plaintiffs, 
 

v. 
 

   UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF  
      STATE, et al., 
 
    Defendants. 
_______________________________________ 

 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) No. 1:17-cv-01040-STA-egb 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
)

DEFENDANTS’ MOTION TO DISMISS 
 

 Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 12(b)(1) and 12(b)(6), Defendants the U.S. 

Department of State; Rex Tillerson, in his official capacity as Secretary of State; State 

Department Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration (“PRM”); Simon Henshaw, in his 

official capacity as Acting Assistant Secretary of State for PRM; the U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services (“HHS”); Thomas E. Price, in his official capacity as Secretary of HHS; 

HHS Office of Refugee Resettlement (“ORR”); and Ken Tota, in his official capacity as Acting 

Director of ORR, hereby move to dismiss Plaintiffs’ Complaint for Declaratory and Injunctive 

Relief (ECF No. 1), for lack of subject-matter jurisdiction, or in the alternative for failure to state 

a claim on which relief can be granted. 

 The grounds on which Defendants’ motion is based are set forth in the accompanying 

Memorandum of Facts and Law in Support of Defendants’ Motion to Dismiss.  For the reasons 

set forth therein, Defendants’ motion should be granted and this case dismissed, with prejudice. 
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Dated:  June 1, 2017 
 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 CHAD A. READLER 

Acting Assistant Attorney General 
 
LAWRENCE J. LAURENZI 
Acting United States Attorney 
 
JENNIFER D. RICKETTS 
Director 
 
SHEILA M. LIEBER 
Deputy Director 
 
 
/s/ James J. Gilligan                                              
JAMES J. GILLIGAN 
Special Litigation Counsel 
 
STUART J. ROBINSON 
Trial Attorney 
 
United States Department of Justice 
Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch 
20 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Room 6102 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
Tel: 202-514-3358 
E-mail: james.gilligan@usdoj.gov 
 
Counsel for Defendants
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

Pursuant to LR 7.2(a)(1), I hereby certify that on June 1, 2017, I served the foregoing 

Defendants’ Motion to Dismiss on all counsel of record by filing it with the Court by means of 

its Electronic Case Filing system. 

 
  /s/ James J. Gilligan                                
  James J. Gilligan 
  Counsel for Defendants 
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