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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

THE PROTECT DEMOCRACY
PROJECT,

CONSOLIDATED CASES

Plaintiff,
V. No. 1:17-cv-00814-APM

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND
BUDGET,

Defendant.

THE PROTECT DEMOCRACY
PROJECT,

Plaintiff,
V. No. 1:17-cv-00815-APM

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

Defendant.

N’ N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N

JOINT STATUS REPORT

The United States Department of Justice (“DOJ”) and the Office of Management and
Budget (“OMB?”) (collectively, “Defendants”) and Plaintiff The Protect Democracy Project
respectfully submit this Joint Status Report pursuant to the Court’s Order of June 22, 2017 [ECF
No. 14]. The parties report as follows:

1. On May 2, 2017, Plaintiff initiated actions under the Freedom of Information Act
(“FOIA”) against OMB and DOJ. The two cases were subsequently consolidated pursuant to
this Court’s Minute Order of June 12, 2017.

2. Defendants filed their Answers on June 21, 2017 [ECF Nos. 12 & 13].
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3. OMB has completed a keyword search for records responsive to Plaintiff’s FOIA
request. That search located 1392 potentially responsive records. OMB has further reviewed
approximately 700 of those records and determined that a large percentage of them are not in fact
responsive. Based on the information currently available, OMB anticipates completing its
response to Plaintiff’s FOIA request by early September and making one interim release of
records before then.

4, The parties have conferred and agreed that Plaintiff’s Complaint against DOJ only
seeks to compel the release of records from DOJ’s Office of Legal Counsel (“OLC”).
Accordingly, the parties believe that it will be unnecessary for them to litigate the exhaustion
issue raised by DOJ as the First Defense in its Answer.

5. OLC has received numerous FOIA requests relating to the same general subject
matter as Plaintiff’s FOIA request. To facilitate efficient processing of all of these FOIA
requests, OLC has conducted a broad keyword search designed to capture any records responsive
to any of the requests. That search (over-inclusive by design) retrieved 26,157 potentially
responsive records, including emails, email attachments, and stand-alone records. OLC
continues to search for responsive paper records, but anticipates that the volume of responsive
paper records, if any, is small. OLC has begun to review these records to determine how many
are in fact responsive (either to Plaintiff’s FOIA request or to the FOIA requests submitted by
others seeking records related to the same general subject matter). Once that manual review has
progressed further, OLC will be in a better position to provide estimated release dates.

6. At this time, neither DOJ nor OMB anticipates seeking an Open America stay,
and the parties agree that it is too early to determine whether they anticipate summary judgment

briefing.
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7. The parties respectfully propose that they file Joint Status Reports on the second

Tuesday of every month, beginning on August 8, 2017, until further Order of the Court.

Dated: July 6, 2017 Respectfully submitted,
/sl Allison F. Murphy CHAD A. READLER
ALLISON F. MURPHY Acting Assistant Attorney General
(DC Bar No. 975494)
The Protect Democracy Project, Inc. ELIZABETH J. SHAPIRO
2020 Pennsylvania Ave., NW #163 Deputy Branch Director
Washington, DC 20006
Telephone: (202) 599-0466 /sl Matthew J. Berns
Fax: (929) 777-8428 MATTHEW J. BERNS
Trial Attorney (DC Bar No. 998094)
Counsel for Plaintiff United States Department of Justice

Civil Division, Federal Programs Branch
20 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20530

Telephone: (202) 616-8016

Fax: (202) 616-8470
Matthew.J.Berns@usdoj.gov

Counsel for Defendant
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