IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE DIVISION

UMNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Plaintiff,

Ve CIVIL ACTION NO,.

COMBLALNLI
STATE OF LOUISIANA; JACK P, )
F. GREMILLION, Attorney
General, State of Louisiana;
CECIL MANNING, Registrar of
Voters of East Carroll

Parish, Louisiana,

Defendants.
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The United States of America as a claim against the
defendants alleges:

1. This is an action instituted by the Attorney
General in the name of and on behalf of the United States
for preventive relief under Sections 7 and 12(d) of the

Voting Rights Act of 1965 (P.L. 89-110),



2. This Court has jurisdiction of this asctien
under Section 12(f) of the Voting Rights Act of
1965 amd whder 28 U.8.C. 1345.

3« The State of Louisiana is a state of the
United States. Its capitael and primeipal offlecce
are located in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Jack P.F.
Gremillion is the Attorney General oif the State
of Louisiana and as such is the chiefgﬁnﬁfi;gal
officer of the State. His principal 6ffices are
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

4, Cecil Manning is the Registrar of Voters
of East Carroll Parish, Louisiana. He resides in
East Carroll Parish, Louisiana.

5. The defendant Cecil Manning is an agent
of the State of Louisiana and is charged under
Louisiana law with the duty of placing the names
of qualified electors on the officisl voting lists
and precinct registers of East Carroll Parish,
Louisiana. Under Section 7(b) of the Voting Rights
Act of 1965, the registrar of voters is the
appropriate state and local election
official to whom an examiner serving under

the terms of the action must transmit a list



of persons whom the examiner has determined to be
elliitritbilies . o) vioiie, The zegdsitnar dais Ehie duity undes
the Act to place the names of all such persons on the
ofifiiicdtayll wioting  hisids aind ipnelchinet ineldsitelixs] fios
elections in his parish and nunicipalities within the
parish,

6. Undier Louwiisiaina  lalw nejghiisitriaitiion (aish 2
piEegeldiidstiite fior Vieithdng 4 el ellelcitiionsi  The
quiailiiiffdlealiditonls for veoitding and for  meghisitraid oy o oite
are set forth in the Constitution and laws of Lcuisiana,
Thie Cons titution ©f Loudssiana Hdin Anticiic NWIGEE YSic o) 1
provides that a person who possess other qualifications
shiayllll ‘e pegisitered to veite Hf he' iis faibile ol meaidiaintd
wrid te in the Englash lansuaipe of haysitnoiEhicis Stomnantcmainiel
demonstrates his ability te do so, by nmeadiing and SwEelth
from dictation by the registrar of votiers ans poxtitoRNoi
thie preanblie of the Undited Sitlaites) ClonisHtattultaion) bl Smaiesinic

written application for registration on a prescribed

——

i titomn) £ i out assistance or supervision, and
applicati Q“L0£m ¥;t§ p ) 2

pursuant toLsEé. 39 of Avticle VIII by passing a written test
or examination for citizenship prescribed by the State

Board of Registrars,



7. On August 6, 1965, the Attorney General
of the United States made I'is determination under
Section 4(b) of . the Veoting Rights Act of 1965, that
the State of Louisiana on November 1, 1964, main-
tained a test or device within the meaning of that
Act. This determinaticn was published in the
Federal Register on August 7, 1965 (30 FR 9897).

i Oni Auguat 6, 1965, mhel Diiseciter of the
Census made his determination under Section 4(b) of
the Voting Rights Act of :1965:that less than 50 pet
centum of the persons of voting age residing in
Louisiang voted in the Presidential election of
November 4, 1964,

. On Auguwst 9, LOGS. Hn laclcoitdanice waikh
Section & of ‘the Voting Rigobtis Act of 1965, the
Attorney General certified that in his judgment the
appointment of examiners wzs nececssary to enforce
the guarantees of the Fifteenth Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States in East Carroll, East
feliciana, and Plaquemines Parishes, Lcuisizna.

10, On August 18, L1965, i lalcicordianicie swikth
Section 6 of the Veting Righis Act of L96S, Shic
Attorney General certified that in his judgment the
appointment of examiners was necessary to eniorce
the guarantees of the Fifteenth Amendment to the
Constitution of the United States in Quachita

Pardsih, Loudsiana .,



11, After the Attorney Gener2l made each of the certi-
fications, as described in the two preceding paragraphs, ex-
aminers entered on duty in each of the parishes and commenced
examining applicants concerning their qualificaticns to vote,
as required by Section 7(a) of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
The examiners have remained on duty in these parishes until
the present time,

i ach of the examiners referred to in the preceding
paragraphs, in examining applicants concerning their qualifi-

cations for voting, has applied all valid laws of the State

e~

of Louisiana relating to such qualifications, but not these iaws
suspended under the provisions of Section 4(a) of the Voting
Reighit's: Alct of 19I55

13 In determining qualifications of applicants the
examiners have used and are using the &pplication form, a
copy of which dis attached as Appenddse AT tof tihis compiialiinits
The examiners have registered all applicants who met valid
state qualifications, and have rejected all applicants who
have not met such qualifications, The examiners have not re-
quired appnlicants to demonstrate their ability to read and
write, nor nave they reguived appiiilcants’ tolcomnpilictciantaip=
plication form as prescribed by Louisiana law,

14, Oa.ox abent August 3Sd, 1HKG6i5 S Bhisl febsamiinlelEiShstniRBaishs
Casroll Pardsh certified a 1ldis?t of persons in @ Safdipasidshisvihc
had applied to the examiners for registration as voters and
who had been determined to have the qualifications prescribed
by state law not inconsistent with the constitution and laws
of the United States and transmitted to the defendant Cecil
Manning, the list applicable to his parish and nunicipalities
within it, with copies of such list to the defendant Gremilliorn

and to the Attorney General of the United States,

i g



5. A6 ne Hiime Simece” Tlhel SEransmilvgai i el clohumh
fied lists of eligible voters as described in this Com-
plaint, has the defendant Manning placed the names of
such eligible volters on the ofificiagl voting liata aid
precinct regidters of his Parish.

16. On September 9, 1965, the State of Louisiana
through its Attorney General, defendant Gremillion,
filed in the SixEh Judicial District Court feoy The
Parish of Bast €arrell g petiticn feor an lajincting
against the defendant Manning, seeking to restrain
defendant Manning from placing on the official wolins
lists of East Carroll Parish the names of persons trans-
mitted to Manning who have been certified by the ex-
aminers as eligible to vote. The injuncetion is sought
on the grounds of the alleged unconstitutionglity of
the Voting Righte Act of 1965. A copy of this petibicm
ls attached as Appendix B to this Cemplaiwe.

17. On September 9, 1965, and again on
September 17, 1965, the Sixth Judicial District Court
for East Carroll Parish issued orders restraining
defendant Manning from placing the names submitted <o
him by the fedesrel cxaminers an the effieial Vol
lists and from otherwise implementing the Voting Rights
Act of 1965. A copy of each order is abttached a8

Appendices C amd D to this Couplaing.



18. Unless restrained by order of this Court,
the defendant Manning will continue to fail and
raiuse o placse upon the official vetimg lists of
East Carroll Parish and its municipelities the names
of the eligible persons certified and transmitted by
the examiners, upon the groundsthat the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 is uncomstitutional and that rvegistratien of
persens WHisted by the examinersihiish sinconsHisiuemoiinnsail
the mquirements of Loulsiana law.

19, Unless restrained by order of this Court
the State of Loulsiana, the defendant Gremillion, and
their agents will continue to enforce and implement
the provisions of the Constitution and laws of Louisiana
which reguire the imposition cf a literacy test, =mé
will continue to seek to prevent registrars in
Louisiana from placing on the official voting lists of
their parishes and municipalities the names of the
eligible persons certified and trabsmitted by tls
examiners, and will thereby prevent and interfere with

the execution of the Voting Rights Act of 1905,



WHERBPORE, plaintiff prays that a court of three
judges be convened under Sections 2281 and 2284 of
Title 28, UVS.C0N "and‘that the "@98rt énber®an *6fder
enjoining the enforcement, operation, and execution
of the provistins'oPCirEPe1§- VEEP Cs0ltIONS 1 and 18,
of the Constitution of Louisiana ‘and-:idplementing
legislation insofar as they require that an applicant
for registration or a prospective voter demonstrate
his ability to read, write, complete an application
form, or his understanding of the duties and obligations
of citizendlip Gpon Uhe siound™ Cthat™ Chei™ cRiobeemant
operation,” gAf" dxpcutdon” a4ya- contrvary to the provisions
of the Voting Rights"Act of 1965,%and} more particularly,
the plaintT¥YT prays?
1. That this court enjoin defendants Manning
and the State of Loulisiana together with' theil¥ agents,
successors, ang aAll those’ i 4Ctlve ConEeri " 'or partici-
pation with Cheam, 1ot
(a) TFailing to place, forthwith, upon the
offtiedgl voting® Ligt ‘Tndspraeine v iveaistens
of the Parish and any municipality within it
oty nomes of alli pefsons hereboleows, CorTEM-
fied and transmitted by the examiners as
tHe Hakes oI ‘persons” gligivle’ to'"vote:

{b) Failing hereafter promptly to place upon
ThE ofTitial voting "YIret and' precititt

remligeel® e "oie TRale e S eh I R it



the names of all persons certified and
transmitted by the examiners as the

ngiies of pergons eligible ©o vete;
Pailing te take &ll action, wWithim

their lawful authority, that is necessary
or appropriate to assure that all persons
whose names are certified by the exam-
iners are peuwitted to vets 1n il
elections upon the same basis as other
registered persous ;

Complying with or gliving any fTaree oF
effect to any writ of inJunction which has
been or may be entered against them or any
of them by any court of the State of
Louisiana or any subdivision therecf
which enjoins or may enjoin Lhic o

any of them Tram giviog Tull fTekce S
dfect %o the 1lisgt of eligibles Voleis
transmitted to them by the examiners,
and

Giving amy force ©or eiftect 0, GF LHglles
menting in any way, the provisions of
Artiele VIIL, Seetioms 1 and 18 of e
Constitution of Louisiana and imple-
menting legislation, insofar as they

reguire that an spplicant for Pogils-



tration demongtrate his ahility to
read and write or that he complete
an application form, or any other
requirement, directive, or regula-
tion of the State of Louisiana, or
its agencics, requil?ing or duthoriz-
ing the lmposition of a literacy
test , or other test o davide ., ilpan
applicants for registration to vote.

2. That this Court enjoi.. the defendant Gremillion
the State of Louisiana their officers, agents, employees,
and all those in active concert oy participation with
them, from:

(a) Giving any force or effect, or imple-

menting in any way, the provisions of
Article VIiEI, Sacticne 1 shd 18 of

the Constitution of Louisiana, insofar
as they require that an applicant for
registration or g person offerines to
vote be able to read'dld Ww¥i®e “or that
he complete an applitcatGlontsioemi omNamn
other requirement, directive, or regula-
tion of the Staterfofidliguilsifang’ s ‘o ¥Cs
agencies, reguiring or subthorizing' the
imposition of a Litemacy task. o ciihen
test or device, upon-EpplitaEhts' for regis-
Crailen e Vieite), lenpesenseibicheinoibive

vote;:



(v) Failing to permit all persons
whose names have been or may
in the future be ceriificd amd
transmitted to the appropriate
election officials by examiners
serving under the provisions of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965
to vote in elections in
Louisiana.

Plaintiff further prays for its cests of iSullt,

and for such other relief as the interest of

Jjustice may require.

NICHOLAS deB. KATZENBACH
Attorney General

JOAN DOAR
Assistant Attorney General

LY 0. LA TOUR
United States Attorney

Attorney
Department of Justice
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