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IH THE UHETED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR
THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA
: SHREVEPORT DIVISION
R BERMARD LEMON, BT AL,
UNITED STATES COF AMERICA,
amd BOSSIER CITIZENSHIP
EDUCATION PROGRAM, INC.

gaid Rew. E, D, HOOES, BT
AL

V&. ] CILVIL ACTION NCG. 10,687

BOBGIER PARISH SCHCOL BOARD,
ET AL

ORDER AND JUDGMENT

The desegregation plan under which the Board is
"presently operating was approved o JembEmy 20, 1970, - The
plan divided the Parish into six attendance zones, corres-
pending with the Porish's toming districts. As to Attendance
Zone 13, encompassing Bossier City, the plan provided for
eight elementary school attendance zones, each with its own
schoel. The zane created for Butler Elementary. Scheool in-
cluded the isolated and compact neighborhood near the Butler
Selipal.  Lf is boﬁnded on the south by the Illinsis Central
Railroad and ﬁeavy industry; on the wast and north by Tail-
read tracks, industry and U. §. Highway 80; and on the east
Wy the Louigiswa & Arkamsas Bailwmesd. Street access is
Yimibted to twg streets leading into the area from U. &. Hmy.
80 en the torih and two streets leading inte the area fvem
Hamilton Road on the east. The school property itself, com<
prising approximately four acres, is surrounded by a highway
chain-link fence.

In an effort to bring about the eventual desegregaticn
gL Butler, rhe Court, aweugh the BPard, jestablishad ae
Butler the city's only kindergarten, expressing a hope that

white kindergarten students would remain at Butler for the



elementary grades. In 1972 there was a total of 168 whites

in the school (160 of these were in kindergarten). Over the
next two yearsl with the inauguration of kindergarten programs
at.other elementary schools, the white enrollment in Butler's
kindergarten disappeared. Only one white student has remained.

In 1873-74; in a mewe to further desegregate the
city's elementary students, the'Board re-zoned a portion of
the Butler attendance zone located south of the Iliinois
Cemiteal Railread tepelss into the Central Parish Zome. As a
result, approximately 80 of Butler's black students were
transferred to Central Park that year. Né other changes have
occurred in the desegregation plan.

The United States filed a motion for supplemental
relief, requesting an alternative ﬁethod of student assign-
ment which will effectively desegregate Bossier Parish's
single remaining all-black school.

Giting a.gubstantial imtewmest win the fate of Bugler
Elementary School, the Bossier Citizenship Educsation Program,
ifaiel. ) and Ehie Rews E. D Heelksh tSSicEtmeit ion o lnldetvenel.
Permission to intervene was granted. At the request of
these iﬁterveﬁors, this Court appeimted a bi-racial committee
to analyze the present student assignment plan regarding
Butler. The recommendation of the Bi-racial Committee, as
comnmunicated to.the Colmct , Wag e cemtinuge the current
-opewation of Butler with its present attendames zome. The
School Board agrees with this recommendation but added the
further proviso that if this were not permissible, the only
alrennabive was to close Butler amnd have its studemts re-
acsigned to other schools. The United States now suggests
that there are abundant non-racial educational reasons to
close Butler and reassign its students. They therefore

suggest that the School Board be given the alternative to



eihier pair Butler s close it.

There are 18,385 students in the Bossier Parish
School System.a There reﬁains this one all-black elementary
school--kindergarten through Sixth Grade, with 158. Does

the existence ‘of this one isolated neighborhood (walk-in)

school mark Bossier as a system that still practices segre-

gation by law? Swahn ¥, Oharlotte-Meslklenburg, 402 U.S. 1,

24 (BN Gaxr v, Meomimsmery Board of Education, 377 F.S8upp.

e, LLaS- 34 LW Ala. . 1974), aff'd 511 F.24 L3374/ (5¢h

EiE. ), eert. deniad 424 -1.8. 986; Stout w. Jefferson County

Baaed. of Edugihisivan, 997 B 2d 800 (5th €ix. 1976) .

The issue is close and troubling. Pairing and the
consequent busing which would be required would not, in my
judgment, effectively desegregate the school. The patrons
of this schoel apnd the School Béard desire to have this
school continue under its present.structure. Improvements
have been and are being made in the facilities. Its faculty
ié tully integrated.  ThaEegeEstlic-in schevl.  Should it
be closed and theée children bused? Equity requires that we
balance the individiliiamidissilaoive interests. MNilliken

.

V. Bradley, 418 U. &, ag i, lse individual interest here

is as personal and important as any in our society. It relates
to the family amd to the concern of parents for the welfare

of these, their children of tender age. Families share this
eopcern whkelly without regard to wvace er ecounsgic status.

We decline the suggestion that we order Butler closed. The'
burden of closure would fall not on the government or the

Sdioel Beanrd, but rather upon imnocent children amd their

parenis.  AusEin Iendemendent Schood-THstriet v. United States,
43 L.W. at 3414, These people, ubdexr preéent gireumstancas

are entitled to have this walk-in school maintained.



The unfortunate presence of this single one-race
school, serving 158 students in a system serving more than
18,000, is to be deplered. But, it is primarily a resuls
of demogfaphy. The system as a whole is desegregated and
even these 158 students will be exposed to complete de-
segregation when they reach the Seventh Grade. Then, too,
there is always the majority-to-minority transfer rule.

Nevertheless, in view of this one-race school, we
conclude that the system must continue under the scrutiny
@f thie Court., The Secheol Beard should give consideration
@f emgpilching and strengtliening the curricylum to magnat
levels in the Butler facilities.

We adopt the Bi-racial Comm@ttee's recommendation,
and Bagler, for the tise being, will centinwe ro operate
as a K-6 elementary school.

SEGIED thiis 29¢h day of Meem, 1977, at Lake Charles,

Stk shtamic::

‘;’.ur-".\ i \j . Al
EDWIN ¥ HUKTER, JR. -
UEGER STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
(SEMIOR)
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