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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

BEAUMONT DIVISION 
 

SRINIVASA RAO KAMBALA, et al.  § 
                        §     
                                               Plaintiffs. § 
                  v.                                                         §        Case No. 1:13-cv-00498-RC-ZJH  
 §  
SIGNAL INTERNATIONAL LLC, et al. § 
 §  
                                              Defendants. §  
 
 

STATUS REPORT 

Plaintiffs, Sachin Dewan, Malvern Burnett, in accordance with the Court’s Order Staying Case 

Pursuant to Bankruptcy [Dkt. No. 124] requiring the parties to file a notice every 120 days informing the 

Court of the status of the Signal bankruptcy proceedings, hereby file this Status Report as of November 6, 

2017. 

As noted in Plaintiffs’ and the Signal Entities’ prior notices [Dkt. No. 126, 127, 128], the Signal 

Entities filed voluntary petitions for relief under Chapter 11 of Title 11 of the United States Code on July 

12, 2015.  In re Signal Int’l, Inc, et al., No. 15-11498 (Bankr. D. Del. July 12, 2015) in the United States 

Bankruptcy Court for the District of Delaware (the “Bankruptcy Court”).1  On November 24, 2015, the 

Bankruptcy Court entered its Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order Confirming Debtors’ First 

Amended Joint Plan of Liquidation Pursuant to Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code [ECF No. 555] (the 

“Confirmation Order”), confirming the Signal Entities’ plan of liquidation, which implemented the plan 

support agreement among the Plaintiffs, the Signal Entities and certain other parties, for the settlement of, 

inter alia, the Plaintiffs’ claims against the relevant Signal Entities.  Pursuant to the Plan, a litigation trust 

(the “Signal Litigation Trust”) has been created for the distribution of the settlement proceeds.  That process 

                                                      
1 The other entities are: Signal Ship Repair, LLC (Case No. 15-11499), Signal Int’l, LLC (Case 
No. 15-11500), Signal Int’l Texas GP, LLC (Case No. 15-11501), and Signal Int’l Texas, L.P. 
(Case No. 15-11502).  By the Bankruptcy Court’s order, all five cases are being jointly 
administered with the Signal Int’l, Inc. case.  In re Signal Int’l, Inc., No. 15-11498 (Bankr. D. 
Del. July 14, 2015), ECF No. 55. 
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remains ongoing, as the Signal Litigation Trust distributed Trust Claim Forms in February and the Plaintiffs 

have 60 days from the distribution date to submit their claim forms, which deadline was subsequently 

extended through June 15, 2016.    

The Plan became effective on December 14, 2015 [Bankr. Dkt. No. 589].  As of that date, pursuant 

to the Confirmation Order, “any suit, legal action, or other proceeding … in any forum in the United States 

that is released, stayed, or enjoined pursuant to Article XI of the Plan against or affecting any Released 

Party [the Signal Entities], shall be stayed, enjoined or otherwise prohibited from continuation as to any 

Released Party.”  (Confirmation Order at 25.)   

With respect to the claims against the Burnett Defendants, twenty of the twenty-one Plaintiffs have 

reached a settlement with the Burnett Defendants. The Burnett Defendants have satisfied their obligations 

under the agreement and the twenty participating Plaintiffs will agree to the dismissal of claims against the 

Burnett Defendants.  

The one Plaintiff that is not participating in the settlement with the Burnett Defendants is Srinivasa 

Reddy Dalli. Plaintiffs’ counsel has been unable to locate Plaintiff Srinivasa Reddy Dalli to obtain his 

consent to settle. In the related cases against Signal International, LLC  consolidated in the Eastern District 

of Louisiana under the case number 2:14-cv-02811-SM-DEK, Samuel, et al. v. Signal Int’l, LLC, et al., 

Judge Morgan of the Eastern District of Louisiana entered an order requiring Plaintiff Srinivasa Reddy 

Dalli to communicate with counsel within sixty days of the August 5, 2016 order. Plaintiff Srinivasa Reddy 

Dalli did not communicate with counsel and Judge Morgan entered a judgment dismissing with prejudice 

all pending claims Plaintiff Srinivasa Reddy Dalli had against the Dewan Defendants. See Plaintiffs’ Status 

Report [Dkt. No. 131]. Plaintiffs will file a motion to withdraw as counsel for Plaintiff Srinivasa Reddy 

Dalli.  

In light of the status of Signal’s Bankruptcy and the settlement with the Burnett Defendants, the 

Plaintiffs respectfully request that the stay remain in effect as to the Signal Defendants and Dewan 

Defendants.   
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Respectfully submitted, this 6th day of November, 2017. 

 

 
/s/ Christopher J. Willett    
Christopher J. Willett 
Texas Bar No. 24061895 
cwillett@equaljusticenter.org 
Kayvon Sabourian 
Texas Bar No. 24076824 (pro hac vice) 
 
EQUAL JUSTICE CENTER and 
TRANSNATIONAL WORKER RIGHTS  
CLINIC 
 
510 S. Congress Ave., Suite 206 
Austin, TX 78704 
Telephone: (512) 474-0007, ext. 107 
Facsimile: (512) 474-0008 

 

 
 
/s/ Timothy W. Cerniglia (w/exp. permission) 
Timothy W. Cerniglia (Tex. Bar 00789930) 
 
TIMOTHY W. CERNIGLIA, PLC 
1521 St. Charles Avenue 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70130 
Telephone:  (504) 586-0555 
Facsimile:   (504) 586-0550 
tcerniglia@cerniglialaw.pro 
 
ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANTS 
MALVERN C. BURNETT, THE LAW 
OFFICES OF MALVERN C. BURNETT, 
A.P.C., and THE GULF COAST 
IMMIGRATION LAW CENTER, LLC 
 

 
 
 
 

/s/ Stephen H. Shapiro  (w/exp. permission) 
Stephen H. Shapiro (#21076) 
 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 
A LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 
700 Camp Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana  70130 
Telephone:  (504) 309-8442 
Facsimile:   (504) 934-2000 
steve@shapirolaw-nola.com 
 
ATTORNEY FOR DEFENDANTS 
SACHIN DEWAN and DEWAN 
CONSULTANTS PVT. LTD. 
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CERTIFICATE OF CONFERENCE 
  

I hereby certify that on November 6, 2017, I conferred with opposing counsel for all Defendants 
concerning the filing of this Status Report. Counsel for the Burnett and Dewan Defendants joined this 
status report. Plaintiffs reached out to counsel for Signal and related entities, but did not receive a 
response.  

 
/s/ Christopher J. Willett   

     Christopher J. Willett 
     Texas State Bar No. 24061895 
     Attorney for Plaintiffs 

 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on November 6, 2017, I electronically filed the foregoing Status 
Report with the Clerk of the Court using the CM/ECF system, which will automatically 
send e-mail notification of such filing to all ECF participants.  

 

/s/ Christopher J. Willett   
     Christopher J. Willett 
     Texas State Bar No. 24061895 
     Attorney for Plaintiffs 
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