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THE PRESIDBBT: My tellov Americum. In thia hiatoric z-ocm vbere
Sust a rev mirutes ago we honored brave men‘and great American achievements '

5 vehaveeanenovtotalkaboutatmgedyauiast&inonom-mrioanwciety.
iy 3 e Iemeertainbymvthata.llofymknovoftbehorrible ‘erine which
vaa comitted last night between Selma and Montgomery, Alabema.. I have been
in constant touch with the Attorney Genersl and the Director of tbe FBI,

Mr. J. Edgar Eoover throughout the night on this matter.

Due to the very fast and the always efficient work of tbe specia.l
agents of the FBI who worked all night long, starting immediately after the
tregic death of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo on a lonely road between Selma and Montgomery, -
Alsbama, &acrests were made a few minutes ago of four Ku Klux Klan members in

- Birmingham, Alsbama, charging them with conspiracy to violate the civil rights
- of the murdered woman, e

4 Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, our honored puhlic servant who 1is utandinghere

: 'by me has advised that the identities of the men charged with this heinous
crime are as follows: Eugene Thcmas, age 43, of Bessemer; Williem Orville Eaton,
age 41, also of Bessemer; Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., age 31, of Biminghen and
Collle Leroy Wilkins, Jr., ege 21, of Fairfield, Alsbama.

I cannot express myself too strongly in praising Hr. Eoover a.nd the
men of the FBI {or thelr prompt and expeditious and very excellent performance
in handling this investigation. It is in keeping with the dedicated approach
that this organizatiocn has shown throughout the turbulent era of civil rights
controversies., This nation and the President are very grateful for the highly -
intelligent and tireless effort of the distinguished Attorney General, Nicholas
Katzenbach and his many assoclates who have carried the Govermment's fight to
insure the rights of all citizens is guaranteed to them by the Constitution.

- The four members of the United Klana of America, Inc., Knights of
the Ku Klux Klan will of cowrse be arraigned imedistely, They will later

Mrs. Liuzzo vent to Alabama to serve the struggle for Justice. She
by the enemies of justice who for decades have used the rope and :

the gun and the tar and the feathers to terrorize their neighbors. They ; 4

tnnkbyni@:tutheygm:emlhdo,forﬂwirpm‘posecﬂ-nnotxt&ndtheligbt ;

My fatber fought themm.nylongyem ago in Texas and Ihsvutoug:zt
: my life becsuse I belleve them to thresien the peace of every community
* where they exist. I shall contimie to fight them because I know their loyalty :
18 pot to the United States of America but instead to a hooded soclety of bigots. '

_ Men and vomen have stood against tha clan at times and at places vhere to do so

required a contimuous act of couwrage. So if Klansmen hear my volce todsy, let
. 1t be both an appeal and a warning to get out of the Ku Klux Xlan now and re- Bl
e turn to a decent society before it 1s too late. I call on every law enforcement e
.,;’14 "officer in America to insist on obedience to the law and to insist on respect -
rocr Ju.stice. No nation can long endure eitbm- in hi.atcry' ,)udgnent or Ln 5 8 Vil
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own national conecience, i hoodluma or. bigotq caq defx the lay and can set
avay with 1t. Justice must be done in the largest cities as well as the
E " smallest village, on the dirt road or on-the interstate highway. We will not
: be imtimidated by the terrcrists of the Xu Klux Klan sny more than we will be
intimidated by the terrorists in North Viet Nam. We will reduce the sacrifices .
. of those who suffer now in a aociety free of the Klan and those who support its
vicious work.
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; I am esking and directing Attorney’ General Katzenbach -to- proceed a.t -

tbe earliest possible date to develop legislation that will bring the activities -

of the Klan under effective control of the lav, and I am hopeful that- lzgialation-
2t FRRi can be submitted just as soon as we can get the present voters' rights legislation
e through thé Congress.” And in connection with pew legislation Congressiomal ;

: Committees mey wish to investigate the activities of such argenizations and’ the -
i . part that they pley in instigating violence and I hope that if the Congréssional
S .+, Committees do decide to proceed forthwith, they can be -assured of the cooperation °
“-i - 7of all patriotic Americans and certainly wé will make all the resources ortbe
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